LAPORTE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor
van’s

One of the many great
things that First United
Methodist Church does
for the La Porte Commu-
nity, is to provide coun-
seling space at no charge
for the Samaritan Coun-
seling Center. You may
not be aware of it, but

the Samaritan Center has
an office on the second
floor of our building
where they provide af-
fordable professional
counseling.

In the late 80's, | was
serving 1% United Meth-
odist Church in Elkhart. |
became aware of the
Samaritan Center at that
time, and came to know
one of their counselors
very well. They have al-
ways provided high qual-
ity faith -based services.
When we moved here to
La Porte, | was pleased
to hear that we were
providing them with of-
fices here. It is good to
know that high quality
professional help is avail-
able any time that we
need it.

| want to share with you
some of the services that
they offer, so that you
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can share that informa-
tion with your friends
and family if a need ever
arises.

The Samaritan Center
can help with:

1 Marriage and family
problems

9 Personal struggles
with anxiety, depres-
sion, job pressure,
doubt, stress, feelings
of failure

1 Coping with loss, grief
or the emotional
strain of serious ill-
ness

1 Spiritual guidance
and coaching for
personal growth

1 The dilemmas of
aging, parenting,
step-parenting, and
growing up

1 Issues related to
separation, divorce,
remarriage, step
family life

 Premarital evaluation

1 Family related addic-
tion issues

They also have staff
members who can pre-
sent educational pro-
grams on:

Stress management
Self esteem
Conflict management

Parenting

= =4 =4 A -2

Redirecting children's
behavior

Marital issues

=

9 Stages of grief

 Addiction and recov-
ery

9 Depression and anxi-
ety

1 Improving communi-
cation

T Mid-life transitions

1 Anger and forgive-
ness

| would also ask that you
consider making a dona-
tion to the Samaritan
Center. One of the lead-
ing reasons for not seek-
ing professional help is
the expense involved.
Many insurance compa-
nies do pay for profes-
sional counseling, but
not every one is covered.
The Samaritan Center
adjusts their fees to
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meet every situation. As
long as funds are avail-
able, they work with per-
sons and families to make
their services affordable.
Your gift would help them
to offer their services at
reduced prices as the need
arises. You can make such
a gift through the church -
by writing Samaritan Cen-
ter on the memo line.

It is a great service that
First UMC helps to provide
to the community. Many
persons are not aware that
they exist, or they have no
idea what kind of services
they offer. Help spread the
word. If you know of
someone who would bene-
fit from their services,
please tell them about the
Samaritan Center. They
are located on the second
floor of the church build-
ing, and their phone num-
ber is:325-8225. Or you
can find them on the web
at:
www.samaritancounseling
mc.org.
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JOELLYNG JOYS

What a joy to offer
weary travele
for the night!!! On Friday,
June 25, our guests ar-
rived.

Seven adults and 22
youth rested for the night
after being away from
their homes for a week.
Members from the Still
Waters Community United
Methodist Church in Jack-
son, Wisconsin were only
four hours from home
when they arrived in La-
Porte.

The group had been on
a Mission Trip that took
them to Toronto, Canada.
It was exciting to be able
to gather for evening wor-
ship with them and listen
as they reviewed the
events that had transpired
during their week in the
mission field.

God has allowed us the
opportunity to extend the
hand of Christ to others.

God Is Good!!!

THANK YOU FOR THE
GOOD EAT!

On June 10 and July 8,
the Parish Sh
served the monthly Salva-
tion Army dinner. | did so
appreciate everyone who
answered fAyes
hesitation when | re-
quested they help me.

Blessings for helping:
Jeanette Arndt, Lester
Chadwick, Marian Heath,
and Jack Miller. Thank you
so much Beverly Barnes
and Diane Graham for the
delicious meals you pre-
pared. The group served
was so appreciative; | wish
you all could have seen
their smiles.

Wh a 't
Gatherings

About éé

| have been asked to ar-
range a gathering for the
ladies of the church, possi-
bly monthly or every other
month.

Recently | added to my
library, a book by author
Robert Schnase entitled
A7he Balancing Acb .
thought is that we will
spend a short portion of
our gathering time sharing
his coins of wisdom.

So often we as women
have questions that we
would like to share as well
as receive input from oth-
ers, this time would allow
us that option.

Start writing down your,
what about??? questions
to share with the group.

Letds start
Thursday, September 16.
Mark your calendars: 2:00
p.m. for the day gathering
and 6:30 p.m. for the eve-
ning gathering. | look for-
ward to our sharing time.

Praying You Through,
JoEllyn

OUR SYMPATHY TO BISHOP COYNER

Nina Coyner, of Anderson,
mother of Indiana Bishop
Michael Coyner, died
Thursday afternoon, July
15. A memorial service
was held Monday, July 19,
at First United Methodist
Church, downtown Ander-
son with the Rev. Jeffrey
Taylor officiating. Burial
was in her hometown of

Colfax, IN. Condolences
may be sent to Bishop &
Mrs. Michael Coyner, 301
Pennsylvania Parkway,
Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN
46280.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Our son, Greg, is attend-
ing a new United Meth-
odist Church in Chicago
that has only been
meeting since Palm Sun-
day. Their Pastor re-
cently sent out a note
that included this mes-
sage. | think that the
basic idea is something
that we need to con-
sider here at First

UMC. People come to
church because they
have been invited.
you inviting people?

Are

Pastor Evan

(From Urban Village UMC
in Chicago.)

Did you say the E

word?

It's interesting to find out
how people found out
about Urban Village
Church (by the way, how
did you hear about us?).
It's one of the questions |
ask when | meet guests.
We even have a box on
our worship program's tear
-off card where people can
let us know how they
heard the news.

Here's the common de-
nominator in all of the re-
sponses: people find their
way through our doors
because they have

been invited. Whether
someone asked them per-
sonally or they found a
postcard that someone left

in a restaurant or an el
train car, they received an
invitation to check us out.

Evangelism-the E word--
can conjure up images of
fear-mongering, finger-
pointing preachers or
strangers knocking on your
door and asking if you're
sure you won't be in hell
after you die. | think that
those practices are not
evangelism.

Real evangelism is the
practice of communicating
a message about some-
thing very good. "Good
news" is the root of the
word. It's the sharing of
something that delights
and frees and makes glad.
Real evangelism is a party
invitation. Real evangelism
makes sure everybody
knows about the party.
Evangelism = Every-

body Is Invited to the
Party.

| want to challenge

y'all. Tomorrow
(Thursday) evening, a
group of us is gathering to
listen to music in Millen-
nium Park. Beforehand, for
about 30-45 minutes (5:30
-6:15ish), we'll be passing
out invitations to the party
that's happening, because
of God's grace, at Urban
Village. We'll simply stand
there, smile at people who
are showing up for the
concert, say something

like "want to rethink
church?", and offer
them a postcard.
That's it.

| think we've got like
three people signed
up, which is great. But |
wonder if we could get 10
people to join together to
pass out invitations. |
know it's a potentially
awkward thing; it can
make us feel uncomfort-
able. But take the chal-
lenge--it's more fun in
community! Help us invite
people to a party that can

make a world of differ-
ence.

This certainly made me EVANGELISM =

think - how about you? EVERYBODY

Evan IS INVITED TO
THE PARTY

Invite Someone to Church
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L YOUTH

ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO

YOUTH HAPPENINGS

This has been a busy sum-
mer for our youth! Four
high schoolers are on their
way back from camp as |
write this. In total, we will
have eleven youth attend
church camp and three
attend choir school over
the summer. What a great
experience! Thank you to
all who donated to help
fund this opportunity for
them!

As the new school year
approaches, please pray
for our youth. The chal-
lenges they face everyday
are astounding. And, a
new school year always
brings new challenges.

August will be our last
month for market day. Be
sure to stock up! Thisis a
great fundraiser for the

youth before you do your
shopping. Gas cards are so
easy to use at the pump.

l'tds ti me, on
think about Operation
serve. As fall approaches,
please let me know if you
will be needing help with
your yardd or if you know
someone who would ap-
preciate a team of rakers.
Also, if you are able,
please consider making a
contribution to the opera-
tion serve fund to help
give our youth some
amazing opportunities this
year. We are going to Ac-
quire the Fire again, as
well as a spring break mis-
sion trip and your contri-
butions are what make it
possible.

In September, we will be

teen relationships and
communication. Please
mark your calendar for
September 25th and watch
for more details.

New members are always
welcome to join us for any
event.

Sunday®d Middle School
Spm-7pm

High School 6pm-8-
pm

Wednesdayp pie night
6pm at Chri

4th Fridayd movie nightd
6pm-9pm

Jennifer

JOIN IN ANY youth. Speaking of fund- hosting a seminar for par- . .
: i ) , Note: new email address
EVENT! raisers,, we are still doing ents and youth. It will be
gift cards and grocery cer-  an outreach to other mrsghost628@yahoo.com
tificates every Sunday. So  churches and the commu-
please remember the nity focusing on parent/
FRIENDSHIP HALL
| would like to thank the Casper, Kris & Larry Cook, Some of the next steps
following people for their Scott & Michelle Diussa, are:
co_ntrlbutl_ons to the _ Brian Dragos, Matt Huff, Build a sound booth
Friendship Hall remodeling
) Larry Dunbar, Evan & Barb .
project. There are ) Build the altar platform
e fow | q Lash, Steve & Jennifer
?&‘L\ HUG@ atewfloose ends Miller, Jim Post, Mary Kay Install a new toilet
p—— to tie up, but & Olivia Steele, John
TEEZAINIER / many thanis o oo Stoud Consider flooring
. 1 the followi Straub, Craig Stroud, Rob alternatives
\ w.*/ eto ?ng Walker, Jack Whitted, Matt
people: Peter Steele

Rory & Jody Bunce, Rafael

Dowty & the Trustees
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THANK YOU NOTES

Thank you dear friends
that took the time to sign
the AHappy Bi
for me. Your greetings
were certainly appreciated.
Also, a big thank you for
the many lovely birthday
cards | received. May God
bless you all and our
church.

Willa Smith

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for
paying for me to go to
camp. | had so much fun!
| went on the blob, the
high dive, and | went ca-
noeing. | learned a lot
about Jesus, and the wor-
ships were fun too. We
sang sons, learned les-
sons, and we did commun-
i on. I canot
next year! Once again,
thank you.

Special thank you to Pas-
tor Evan and Jennifer for
their help in getting me
signed up!

Chandell talked me into
going into Youth Group
too, so a special thanks to
her too.

Olivia Rivera

Dear La Porte FUMC,

You made | itt
Baptism so special. We are
thrilled that we got to

share that experience with

you, such a loving congre-
gation. Thank you for the
sweet caregram and the
beautiful prayer blanket.
Thank you for surrounding
little Henry with love. (By
default, | suppose you
have surrounded the rest
of us too!)

With Love,
Jenny, Willis, Nora, &

Henry Brown

To Everyone at FUMC

Thank you for all the sup-
port you have given

Jim and me during all of
his health problems. The
caregrams, pastoral visits,
and individual condolences
were very uplifting and
helped us through all of

‘the tough times.

Rev. Lash provided much
solace during those last
days with us, and con-
ducted an excellent tribute
to Jim, and the hostess
committee provided a
wonderful luncheon after-
ward. Thank you, all.

Pamela Fleming

| would like to thank eve-
ryone for their get well
wishes, cards, and prayers
for me during my knee
surgery and recovery. The
caregram signed by so
many people was truly

appreciated. Alice
and | feel blessed
to belong to such
a wonderful
church family.

ave MacCartne "(r <
Dave MacCart y@?—f F You
Notes

Sharon and |

would like to thank all who
supported us as church
family after my father
passed away. Your cards,
thoughts, prayers, and
words of comfort have
sustained us.

Thank you.
Sharon & Tim Welty

Dear FUMC,

Thank you all so much for

the care packages these

past two years. It
to get them during finals

and know people are wish-

ing me luck during that

stressful time. | appreciate

all youbve done for me!

Sam Tarlton
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ALL IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY LIFE

We celebrate the

birth of
Wesley Scott Kaiser
son of Kevin & Stephanie
Kaiser, and baby brother
to Amelia & Meg. Wesley
born on July 13.
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We celebrate

the baptism of
Willis Henry Brown,  son
of Willis & Jenny Brown on
June 27

We celebrate the

lives triumphant of
James Fleming

who died on July 2
and
Violet Bolerjack  who
died on July 4
We gratefully
acknowledge the
following gifts

In Memory of
Mary Condon

John & Joanne Sprague,
Bob & Marilyn Taylor

In Memory of
Harry Carbon

Don & Mary Welch, Ray &
Pat Harder, Julie Becknell,
W. H. & Rosalie Saden-
water, David & Mary Ellen
McCain

In Memory of
Jim Fleming

Jack & Betty Trickler,

Don & Mary Welch, Dr. &
Mrs. Peter Kesling, Con-
nie Shaw, Joyce Cooper,
John Karas, Joe Swope

USHERS THIS MONTH

8:000 Bob Caldwell,
Gordon Kuchel, Pete
Luther, Jack Miller, Dick
Ulam

10:300 Leona Collins,
Craig Keson, John Kolar,
David McCain, Perry Stump

HOSTESS COMMITTEE:
Bev Barnes, Barb Euler,

Jackie Foldenauer, Carolee

Gardner, Terri Hundt,

Betty Jones, Carol Lee,
Jane Langford, Jan Mayes,
Mary Ellen McCain, Pam
McNealLaue, Pam Miller,
Rose Philbrook, Sherry
Price, LaVicie Runkle, Ruth
Soetje, Mayme Stump,
Tammy Stump, Anne
Wegner

FLOWER CALENDAR:
Aug. 1l Available

8 Porter

15 Available

22 Kessler

29 Stump/McCain

Year to date average
attendance: 294

Year to date general
budget income:
$208,881.65

Year to date general
budget expense:
$215,931.88
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George Forrest celebrate his

101 ' birthday

on August 30™!

Send him a card at:
George Forrest
Golden Living Center
Room 219
1900 Andrew Av
LaPorte, IN 46350 /

or, pay him a visit!
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Janet Brady

Steve Laue

Lamar Koontz, Peter Steele

Liz Hajek

Nancy Magnuson, Karen Swanson
Syd Philbrook

Lester Chadwick

. Kathryn Bormann, Lois Thomas

Justin Caldwell, Joan Slade, Gabe Smelser
Ed Bowers

Miles Fettinger, Josh Kurzydlo, Maddy Potter, Steve
VanScoik, Donn Weiler

Brenden Gould

Caitlin Miller

Julie Becknell, Carole Buettner, Dick Reel
John Kolar

Bernie Garber

Jenna Caldwell, Tyler Liberatore, Pat Munn,
Whitey Thornburg

Paul Graham, Lynn Karagory

Chris Ahlders, Mayme Stump

Clyde Crass, Elle Dragos, Tom McPherson, Jan Yandt

Conner Burleson, Cindy Singleton
Karen Buckmaster
George Forrest~101 Years Old!

Dale Parkison, Michael Smelser

NIVERMARY

Del & Fran Majord 8/ 2/58

Rob & Jenni Walke© 08/06/93
Ralph & Betty Jonesd 08/09/
Jerry & Jan Mayesd 08/11/62
Mary & Don Welchd 08/11/

Tom & Maryann Llewellynd 08/15/92
Craig & Emily Kesord 08/16/08
Jack & Bev Barne$ 08/18/62
John & Betty Woodsd 08/20/49
Dean & LaVicie Runkléd 08/25/56
Perry & Mayme Stumpd 08/27/55

Reminder ~
Yoga
returns
On
September 13.
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LAPORTE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

1225 Michigan Av
LaPorte, IN 46350

Phone: 213622443
www.laportefumc.org
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Non Profit Organization
U. S. Postage
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LaPorte, IN 4635(
Permit No. 60

CHURCH STAFF
Pastdr Evan Lash

Director of Adult
Ministrie® JoEllyn
Chadwick

Director of Music
Ministrie8 Rose Marie
Dure

Coordinator of Youth
Ministrie® Jennifer Casper

Coordinator of Children &
Family Ministri@sRobin
Podell

Secretafly Sharon Daniels
Receptioni¥tBecky Read
HousekeegePhyllis Jones

MaintenanidePaul Lux

Discovery Days Preschoo!
Directoii Kris Cook

TeachefisDorothy Cabhill,
Beth Foster, Laura Gray,
Stacy Owen, Shae Taylor

Friendship

Hall

Rededication

Sunday

August 22

Sunday Services
8:0G1 Chapel Service

9:0G7 Contemporary
Service

10:3@G Sanctuary Service

Sunday School for all
ages$i 9:15 and 10:30

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday
8:00 to 4:00




