La Porte Sermon Confronting the Controversies # 2 Creation and Evolution in our culture. April 15th, 2018  Pastor Bob Vale From Adam Hamilton’s book: Confronting the Controversies.
Sermon Quote: All of creation testifies to the Power and Presence of God. 
Liturgy: Scriptures about Creation
Leader: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Congregation:  It is God who made the earth by his power, who established the world by his wisdom.

Leader: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Congregation: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Leader: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Congregation: And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Amen.
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning-the first day.”
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 
Kids Say the Darndest Things. A pastor was giving a children’s sermon asked the children this question; "If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would I get into heaven?"  "NO!" the children all answered.
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would I get into heaven?"  Again, the answer was "NO!"
"Well," the pastor continued, "then how can I get to heaven?"
A five-year-old boy in the group shouted out, "You gotta be dead!"

I think that is cute.  Today I am preaching on a serious topic and I felt we needed a bit of brevity before I jump into this subject.  
 

Creation vs. Evolution.   Are we created by grand design of God or by Evolution over time and chance?  This is important.  What you believe about the creation of the universe and human kind, also affects the meaning of life, how you live it, and where your headed.   What you believe about where you came from, also shapes your view about whether there is an eternity or not. 

If we believe we came into existence through meaningless chance, then we simply return to nothing when we die.  However, if we believe in a creator God who made the heavens and the earth, the Bible tells us there is a place to go when this earthly life is over for those who believe.  A wonderful place called heaven. 

The Big Question is…can the Bible be trusted in an age of science?

The three big questions for all humans are: 

1. Where did we come from?

2. Why are we here?

3. Where are we going?

Answering questions two and three depends a lot upon how you answer question number one.  

Four Ways to interpret the Creation account in Genesis: 

1. Literal View. (Young Earth Biblical Account.)   In other words, the scripture account in Genesis of the creation story is taken very literally, and the earth is less than 10,000 years old. 

a. Earth and the entire universe was created by God in 6 twenty-four hour days, and God rested on the 7th day. 

b. Later there was a global flood with Noah and his extended family surviving. 
c. The Old Testament genealogies listed in the Bible are factual, indicating the earth is not billions of years old, but rather less than 10,000 years old. 

d. Dinosaurs and humans walked on the planet at the same time. The demise of the dinosaurs was probably from the great flood. 

e. This creation explanation is typically called, “Creation Science.”
2. Old Earth Biblical Literalist: 

a. This group believes each of the 6 days of creation represent an epoch of time rather than a strict 24 hour day.   

b. II Peter 3:8 “with the Lord, one day is a thousand days and a thousand years are like a day.”   This group believes each 24 hour day of creation is not literal…but each day could represent millions upon millions of years to accomplish each day. 
c. They tend to believe the modern day scientist who believe the earth is 4.6 billion years old.  

3. The Naturalistic & Mythological View: 

a. They see the bible creation story as a “Myth” to help “Pre-Scientific” people understand how the earth, stars and people came to be. 

b. They do not see the creation story as accurate, but rather a tall tale or myth.   This group totally believes in the Evolution Theory or The Big Bang Theory to explain the beginning and evolution of the universe, earth and the human race. 

c. This is the view accepted by much of the scientific community. 

4. The Biblical Scientific Synthesis View:

a. View held by most evangelical, mainline and catholic churches. As well as many scientist, who also believe this theory. 

b. It holds that God indeed created the heavens and the earth, but in a way that the details are mysterious.  

c. The Hebrew scripture begins the creation story of Genesis 1 as a poem.   The second creation story in chapter 2 is more of a content description than chapter one.  The story in Genesis is not meant to be a detailed science book, but rather a meaningful poem about faith and the “Who” & “Why” of creation. 
d. Christians who believe this view feel it is more important to know the “Who” and the “Why” of creation, rather than the “How” of creation.   The Creation Story in the Bible is not meant to be a science book, as much as it is a revelation of who created the heavens and the earth.  God. 

e. Those holding this view, typically hold to the old earth view; that the earth is billions of years old. 
f. This does not mean the poem of creation is counter to science, but rather the poem of creation shares a “Higher Purpose” of faith and relationship with God who created us. We can then search the universe with the science community for future knowledge. 

g. God allows humans today to “Discover” the how of creation in our quest for truth.  Our scientific discoveries will never dismiss the need for God, but rather help us to be amazed with the grandeur and majesty of God, through a better understanding of the universe.  
From Adam Hamilton’s book: What amazes me about the biblical account is that thought it was written over thirty-two hundred years before the big band theory was proposed, it captures the essence of this theory.  Both the Bible and science agree that the universe had a beginning point.  They agree that first there was nothing, and then there was light, and from this beginning all the galaxies of the universe were formed.  Three millennia before scientist told us that the earth was  formless and void for nearly a billion years before life began to appear, the prescientific author of Genesis suggested this occurrence.  
Thirty-two centuries before Darwin proposed that life began in the seas, the author of Genesis told us that the first creatures God brought forth were from the seas, when God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures.  (Genesis 1:20)  Three thousand years before chemists helped us understand that human beings come for the same carbon compounds formed in the earth, the writer of Genesis told us that God took the dust of the earth and shaped it into a human being and breathed into him, the breath of life.  

Genesis is a poetic, powerful and majestic way of revealing not the processes of creation, but rather the fact that God did all these things in the beginning.  

Evolution: Let’s talk a bit about Evolution.

Evolution at its core is the predominate scientific theory meant to explain the following questions. 

1. What is the origin of all life forms and our planet?

2. Why is there such diversity among living creatures?
3. How do we explain the commonality among living creatures?

From Darwin’s book “The Origins of the Species,” published in 1859, he proposed that all life forms started from a few or perhaps one common ancestor.  From these few or single common ancestors, over millions of years…tiny changes occurred over spans of time, to give us the plant, animal and human forms we have today.  
In 1859, some thought Darwin’s book was a way to change the thinking of science, philosophy, sociology, and psychology. Many thought this was a way to explain the origin of life without the need for God.  Some of Darwin’s followers thought that life was simply brought about by time and chance.  There was no meaning, no purpose, no order, certainly no God, and no grand plan to life as we know it.  Survival and reproduction are the ultimate goals of life in the evolutionary theory.  Being the fittest and strongest assures the advancement of the best genes from one generation to the next. 
The Complexity of Life:  Do you remember in high school or college science class, studying the simplest of life forms called the, Amoeba? We looked through the microscope to see this small organism moving around in a petri dish.  The Amoeba is a single cell organism, yet as simple as it is, it is still quite amazing.  

The Amoeba has a cell wall. It has a digestive system. It has an engine that converts food into energy.  It has a propulsion system and a pressurization system.  The Amoeba can divide and multiply.  The simple Amoeba is a living organism and is beautiful.  
But this is where I struggle a bit with evolution:  The simple itti-bitty Amoeba is still so complex, our brightest and smartest scientist cannot create one little Amoeba!  We who are so complex; we can send men to the moon and back, but cannot create one little Amoeba. 

We understand the ingredients, we know how it works, but that is as far as it goes.  

You Get Your Own Dirt: God was once approached by a scientist who said, “Listen God, we’ve decided we don’t need you anymore. These days we can clone people, transplant organs and do all sorts of things that used to be considered miraculous.”

God replied, “Don’t need me huh? How about we put your theory to the test. Why don’t we have a competition to see who can make a human being, say, a male human being.”

The scientist agrees, so God declares they should do it like he did in the good old days when he created Adam.

“Fine” says the scientist as he bends down to scoop up a handful of dirt.”

“Whoa!” says God, shaking his head in disapproval. “Not so fast. You get your own dirt.”

The Amoeba is simple…yet very complex.  Yet the human body is a million times more complex than the single cell Amoeba.  
When we think that Evolution is putting pieces together in the exact right order over time by chance, it would be like putting bits of plastic, wire, metal and glass in a box and shaking it for an hour in hopes of opening it up and finding a fully assembled lap top computer.   I don’t care how long or how many times you shake the box, a new lap top computer is not going to be the outcome.  
It’s not that I don’t believe parts of Evolution are not possible.   But I struggle with evolution outside of the species.  Many pastors, including myself, don’t want to totally dismiss the evolution theory.  I think that Darwin’s theories help us understand a good many things in this world.  
1. The development of several life forms and the extinction of other animals. 

2. The adaptation of bacteria that can resist certain antibiotic medicines over time. 

Question: Can divine creation walk hand in hand with evolution?

I believe if we are honest with ourselves, it seems God initially created the heavens and the earth as well as man and woman…and since creation, evolution has played a part in some if not many of the changes over the epoch of time. A lot can happen in 4.6 billion years.  
From the Amoeba, to the newborn child to the earth and stars in the sky…God created it all and it reveals the Lord’s majesty and glory. 

I believe God created the Big Bang to start it all, and it was recorded in the Bible as…“And There was Light.” Who called light out of the darkness, who spoke, and the waters swarmed with life, and who created you and I in our own image.  

You are no accident.  You were designed by God to be a recipient of God’s love and to enjoy creation, to walk with God and to know God. 

The Christian Gospel teaches that before the Big Bang…there was God.  All creation is God’s handiwork…a reflection of His handiwork, power and majesty.   
Over the 4.6 Billion years of life on our planet, God no doubt used many different processes to create the earth the way it is today.  As the crowning act of God’s creative work, God brought forth, perhaps from prior forms of life, the first human beings. Different from any other creatures that had come before them.  For these were created in God’s image. They possessed a soul, the ability to think, understand, love and worship and choose to follow God or not to follow.    
Ephesians 2:10, the apostle Paul tells us that we are God’s Pomea, (Masterpiece) the Greek word for the English word, Poem.  We as humans are God’s poetry and God’s greatest work of Art. 

In my opinion, Evolution is not the enemy of the Christian Faith.  It is merely a way of talking about one possible process God used to develop the wonders of life on our planet. 
But evolution alone without God…seems ill equipped to explain the origin of life or the magnificence of the amazing human spirit. 

I believe God can use many different methods, both known and unknown to create the heavens and the earth!

Let’s Pray, Lord we thank you for the creation of the heavens and the earth.  We thank you for making us in your image, full of love, joy, happiness, wonder, and peace.  May we look for ways to know you better in both the scriptures and in science. For we always wish to seek the truth.  Amen. 
Words of Wisdom:  Look for signs of nature this next week that illustrate the wonders of God’s creation and thank the Lord.  

Benediction: Psalm 121:7-8 “The LORD will keep you from all harm— He will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. May God bless us all until we meet again.”
  Prayer Request Sunday Morning (April 15th, 2018)

Morning Prayer: April 15th, 2015
 

Dear Lord, we lift your name high today, like a blanket of praise. We thank you that you cover and embrace a fallen world.  Thank you for this grace, that flows endlessly to us each day.  Lord, we celebrate your love,
As we lay our burdens down at the foot of the cross.  We thank you that we can breathe in resurrection life, we thank you that we are fully redeemed and restored through your forgiveness. Lord, today we understand once again the hope of eternal life and the promise of heaven. 

The psalmist declares "Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path" As we come to study the word of God together, we thank You for your remarkable gift of the Bible to us - writings which have inspired and spoken to generations upon generations of people from every culture and walk of life imaginable.  
 As we open our bibles; we also open our hearts; that these words of truth may fall upon the very fabric of our lives.  May these ancient scriptures come alive within us, to inspire, to heal, to cleanse, to teach
To restore and to guide our hearts and minds. Lord, come weave your words of life within us.

Almighty God, you are a gracious father, clothed in majesty, you are mighty and save us with your mercy.  Lord, you are an exquisite creator, with hands that carved out beauty, you are the author of life, yet you give us such freedom.  You know each of us intimately, your heart is full of love, yet you watch over us in our weaknesses and guide us daily towards peace and righteousness.
  Prayer Request Sunday Morning (April 15th, 2018)

Morning Prayer: April 15th, 2015
 

Dear Lord, we lift your name high today, like a blanket of praise. We thank you that you cover and embrace a fallen world.  Thank you for this grace, that flows endlessly to us each day.  Lord, we celebrate your love,
As we lay our burdens down at the foot of the cross.  We thank you that we can breathe in resurrection life, we thank you that we are fully redeemed and restored through your forgiveness. Lord, today we understand once again the hope of eternal life and the promise of heaven. 

The psalmist declares "Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path" As we come to study the word of God together, we thank You for your remarkable gift of the Bible to us - writings which have inspired and spoken to generations upon generations of people from every culture and walk of life imaginable.  
 As we open our bibles; we also open our hearts; that these words of truth may fall upon the very fabric of our lives.  May these ancient scriptures come alive within us, to inspire, to heal, to cleanse, to teach
To restore and to guide our hearts and minds. Lord, come weave your words of life within us.

Almighty God, you are a gracious father, clothed in majesty, you are mighty and save us with your mercy.  Lord, you are an exquisite creator, with hands that carved out beauty, you are the author of life, yet you give us such freedom.  You know each of us intimately, your heart is full of love, yet you watch over us in our weaknesses and guide us daily towards peace and righteousness.
Church Work Day (April 21st) 8:30 a.m. to Noon
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