La Porte Sermon Confronting the Controversies # 6 Abortion: Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote: “A person is a person no matter how small.” – Dr. Seuss

Liturgy: The Sanctity of Human Life
Leader: In the beginning God created man in His own image. 

Congregation:  God created male and female and God blessed them, Then God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it.

Leader: For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.

Congregation: I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful and beautiful.

Leader: The Lord knows each of us as his personal children. 

Congregation: Lord, your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 139:13-16 “13For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 16Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”
Luke 7:36-39 “36When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 37A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is-that she is a sinner."
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the morning worship services. 
Today I want to talk to you about the moral issue of Abortion in our country. What does the Bible have to say about abortion?  What does the church leadership have to say about abortion? How do you feel about abortion? Is it ok?   Is it ok under certain circumstances?   Realizing this is as much a women’s health and civil rights issue as much as it is a religious issue, I choose my words carefully in this sermon.   
About 15 years ago I was counseling a mother of three children about life and her spiritual walk with God. She and her family were a part of my ministry team and were strong leaders in the church.  Although she had a strong walk with the Lord, there was a part of her past that she was not able to let go.  Something about she had great sorrow.    Although she knew the Lord had forgiven her…she could not forgive herself. 
As a teenage woman she became pregnant, and finding herself afraid, single, poor and without much support, she chose to have an abortion.   As much as I talked to her about God being able to forgive anything, she was never able to let it go and forgive herself.   To this day, I think she still carries this burden of her past with her.   
The Abortion debate has been a part of our culture for the past 60 years or more.   As a country, we have been divided right down the middle for nearly that length of time.   
The United Methodist Church is a middle of the road church theologically.   We are neither too liberal or too conservative, but strive to be in the evangelical middle.  I would imagine there are people in our pews who hold views on either side of the isle on the abortion debate. 
Some are open to abortions within the first trimester, yet don’t want to see late term abortions or abortions with minors without parental consent.
Others are against abortion at any time or situation.  They value life inside the womb as extremely sacred.  They also see life beginning at conception and not at a later determined date in the trimester development schedule. 
Before we get too far into this sermon let me say a few things.  First let me say as Christians, we can agree on the major tenants of the faith such as salvation, the holy trinity, the sacraments, and the understanding of grace and serving our neighbor.  There is so much we can agree on as a church family.  However, there are other matters of social issues that we may not always agree.  That is ok!  We may not all agree on issues such as the environment, the death penalty, or euthanasia.   Let’s agree on the major parts of our faith, and be ok not totally agreeing on all the finer points of social issues.  

Let me also say in regard to talking about Abortion, I will not be talking about abortion due to rape, abortion due to incest, abortion to save the mother’s life or abortion due to fetal abnormalities.  Each of these situations require much more time than we have for this sermon.  These abortion situations are a small percentage of the large number of abortions performed each year in America.  
This morning I would like to talk to you about what is called, “The Elective Abortion.”  Not for medical reasons, but for choices of life reasons.  
What happened in Roe vs. Wade?   On January 22, 1973 there were three important news stories that were announced on the evening news.  
1. President Lynden B. Johnson had died. 

2. There was a “Peace” of sorts in Viet Nam on that date.  

3.  The U.S. Supreme Court handed down the most controversial decision ever decided, and it has divided our nation ever since.  

The news story we are still talking about 45 years later is the U.S. Supreme Court decision about Roe v. Wade, allowing women the right to have an abortion. 

What does the Bible say about Abortion?  (Not Much)

The word or term abortion is not specifically mentioned in the scriptures.  Abortion was mentioned in Roman times as Clement of Alexandria from A.D. 200 mentioned that he was against abortion, and said that it destroyed what God had created.    However, there are verses that talk about the sacredness of life and not to murder.   There are also verses that talk about the beginning of life in the mother’s womb.  

Psalm 139:13-16 “For you created my inmost being, you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 16Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”
This beautiful passage details the intricate way God creates un in our mother’s womb.   It uses the term, “knits” us together in our mother womb.   (As you may know, knitting is not a quick process. Much time, skill, love and attention is used in knitting.  How much more God knits us in our mother’s womb.)  
Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in your mother’s womb, I knew you.”
I would like to explain to you why some compassionate Christians are in favor of legalized abortions.  
First let me say that none of these compassionate Christians feel abortion is a good thing.   They see the tragedy of abortion as the lesser of two evils.  
 I am not certain that unless you find yourself in these situations it is difficult to know what a woman is facing with an unwanted pregnancy.  I have ministered to teenagers and ladies in their twenties, who knew their entire lives would change and could not face the shame of having a baby out of wedlock.  (This attitude of having a baby out of wedlock has changed in our culture in recent years. It does not carry the negative stigma it once did.)  They realized the struggle of raising a child alone and the painful thought of giving up their baby to adoption.  
Some of these women had sex forced upon them by their boyfriends.  Some found themselves alone, when the boyfriend or husband ran away.   Some found their birth control method had failed.  Some were low income and realized they could not feed or care for the children they currently had, yet alone add another child.  Some women were addicted to drugs and feared the physical impact of the addiction upon their baby.  

Although I will not address these issues, some ladies may have been raped, victims of incest, or discovered their unborn child had extreme genetic defects.
Those Christians who support a woman’s right to choose an abortion, do so out of a compassionate understanding of tragic situations in the lives of these women.  Often they have known women who have become suicidal when they become pregnant with an unwanted child.  Many have held these women in their arms as they have wept over their desperate situations. These women do not see abortion as “elective” but rather necessary for their better mental and physical health, and future.
Why some thinking and compassionate Christians oppose Abortion.   

Those who oppose abortion do so out of an understanding that life is a gift from God. They believe that conception and the development of a child in the womb is sacred and should be protected.  They note that the vast majority of the 1,200,000 abortions each year in the United States are not for rape, incest, or genetic deformations.   
They see the development of the baby in the womb at two months, having all the characteristics of our own bodies with fingers, toes, eyes, ears, mouth, nose, and tummy.  They ask the question, when is this little one developing in the womb considered a human being?  They point that the unborn child is considered a baby when it is wanted and a fetus when it is unwanted. They question the double standard that when a pregnant mother is murdered, our legal system considers it a double murder, but when a baby is aborted in the womb, it is not even considered a death or the killing of a human being; it is just the removal of a fetus.  

Those in the pro-life movement long for America to realize this is not just a choice or a termination of a pregnancy.  They hope on day America will realize that aborting a baby in the womb, is terminating the life of a developing child, stopping the heartbeat and halting the brain activity of a growing child.  
I am reminded of the song by Ray Boltz titled, “What was I supposed to be.” The song helps us understand what an aborted baby may ask; “what was I supposed to be in this life if I was not aborted?”
“What was I supposed to be? What were my eyes supposed to see? Why did I taste of death, before I even drew one breath?  Or lay my head on my mother’s breast to feed.  What was I supposed to be?   

As of 2018, and since the Roe v. Waded decision in 1973, there have been an estimated 45 million children aborted in America alone. 
I want to let you know what the United Methodist Book of Discipline says on the topic.  “The beginning of life and the ending of life are God given boundaries of God given existence. In continuity with past Christian teaching, we recognize tragic conflicts of life with life, that may justify abortion. And in such cases, we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject abortion as a means of gender selection. 
In closing, I want to read to you a letter from a teenage girl who found herself to become pregnant at the tender age of 17 and her boyfriend at the time was 16. This letter was written way back in the 1960’s, when being found as a teenage mother had a negative social stigma to it. 
The woman writes that she was 17 at the time and her boyfriend was only 16 at the time.   The two were invited to a couple’s party at the home of a family, whose parents were away for the weekend.  At a certain point in the evening, each couple went away to their own bedroom. It was that night that this woman became pregnant. 
She explained that when her father found out she was pregnant, he was furious.   (These were the days before Roe v. Wade and women were not allowed to have elected abortions in the United States.)  So, her father set up an appointment with a doctor in Switzerland, and was preparing to fly her there for the procedure. But she refused to go.  She and the boy were determined to marry and have the baby.  She writes, “My father told me I would never be welcomed in his house again if I got married and delivered the baby.”  

She moved in with the boy’s family and they quickly got married.  They moved away to another state to give birth, as having a child so quickly after the marriage would have been an embarrassment in that day and time.  The young couple struggled greatly over the next several years, barely making ends meet.   Neither one had a high school diploma and there was no chance of college for either one of them.  After 12 years their marriage ended in divorce. 
The woman’s future was radically changed by the birth of this child and her choice not to have an abortion.   Being a single mother without an education and divorced, she goes on to write, “Yes, my life changed drastically due to my pregnancy before marriage at such a young age. But to this day, that child has been the greatest blessing to me and thousands of others.  God has blessed me with this son more than I can ever imagine being blessed. I am so proud of the husband and father he has become.  
So many times, when I look at him, I think that this incredibly kind-spirited person could have been aborted. But instead, due to the Sunday school classes I went to week after week, as a child, taught me that the child inside of me was a precious gift of God.  I look back sometimes at the college that I missed or the experiences that could have been, and thank the Lord that I chose God’s way.  My life is different than it could have been, but I wouldn’t change it for anything. 

Thank you Adam, for being my Gift from God. There can be no greater gift than that of a child that God wants to be born. I neve dreamed years ago that you would have the impact on people and ministry that you have today.  You are my pastor, my confidant and friend.  
This letter was written by the mother of Adam Hamilton.  The pastor of the Largest United Methodist Church in the nation. (church of the resurrection.)   Adam Hamilton has written countless books that we have used in Bible Studies and his life is currently touching millions with his spiritual leadership and influence. 

This story reminds me of the powerful gospel truth, that God takes what we think are mistakes and accidents and redeems them.  This is God’s specialty.  God knits us together into our Mothers womb and has a plan for each child.  

God’s Grace is sufficient.

I started the sermon out, by telling a personal story of a lady I knew who could not forgive herself from the abortion she had 20 years earlier in her life. To this day I don’t know if she has ever found release from that painful part of her past.  

I want anyone and everyone to know that God’s wonderful Grace is sufficient for you.   God can and will forgive you for an abortion that you had in your past. 

That goes for the woman who had an abortion and the father of the child as well. Men grieve as well for the loss of a child through abortion. 
God longs to embrace you and wipe away your tears. You need to know God will forgive you and make you whole again.   You can also forgive yourself and move on to a guilt free life. 

The little ones who have been aborted belong to God and He cares for them in heaven.

If you are carrying feelings of guilt from a past abortion in your life, God is saying to you today, “I understand your heart. I know what happened.  I am ready to forgive you.  This is why I sent my son, Jesus Christ, to deliver you from this pain and set you free!

You are Forgiven!!!
1.      I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
2.      Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”
God does not remember or bring up your past sins, because He remembers them NO MORE.  
1.      Hebrews 8:12 “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.
2.      Psalms 103:12 “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”
3.      Isaiah 43 “"I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.
Those who are Christians are not condemned by God.   Romans 8:1-2 “therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. There is absolutely no question but that Chapter 8 ought to open with the word but.
Don’t forget King David.  David was guilty of adultery, lying, murder and his actions cost him the life of his young baby.   Yet, when he cried out for God to forgive him….the Lord both forgave him and gave him back the Joy of his Salvation once again.   He got his spiritual life back and God remembered it no more!
Moving Forward: Let it go!  The true definition of forgiveness is to “Let it Go.”  Give yourself a gift this Mothers & Father’s Day…Let it go and realize that God does not even remember it…so why should you?
1.      Realize that you cannot change yesterdays…but can live in victory today and all your tomorrows. Philippians 3:13-14 “Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Well Folks, You Decide

Today as we have looked at both side of the abortion debate, I have not shared with you which side of the debate I stand.   I will allow you to make your own faith decision on this matter.  I trust as I said earlier in the sermon, that we as United Methodist Christians can agree on the 90% of doctrine and tradition that are uniquely ours, and still be comfortable with each other with the minor differences we have on social issues.  We are Family!
Let’s Pray, God help us to show compassion and love for the unborn child and for the pregnant young mother who is struggling to make a decision to keep the baby or abort.   In the midst of her trials, may she find good counsel and loving support with the decision she will make.  Help us as a country to lessen the million babies that are being aborted each year.   Help us also be compassionate, loving and understanding to those who have had or are having abortions. 
Wisdom Quote: “How can there be too many children? That is like saying there are too many flowers.” (Unknown)
Benediction:  May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft upon your fields. And until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen,
