La Porte Sermon: Father’s Day Wisdom: Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote: “By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a son who thinks he’s wrong.” – Charles Wadsworth
Biblical Focus: Proverbs 22:6 “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”
Liturgy: Scriptures about Fatherhood
Leader: The Lord says, these commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 

Congregation: Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

Leader: Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Congregation: Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
Leader:  Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching.
Congregation: In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence, and his children will have a refuge.
Scripture Lesson: Proverbs 17:6: “Children’s children are the crown of old men, and the glory of children is their father.”
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 

Today is Father’s Day and we honor all fathers.   I have a question for you, what is your most fond memory of your father?   Was it a time of camping, fishing, playing sports, attending one of your many activities at school, for ladies was it walking you down the marriage isle of the church to give you away?  For men was it having your dad teach you something about cars. Was it a special holiday event that is special to you? I’m am sure each of us could remember one or two special times we had with our dad’s.

I was raised by a father who had three tough little boys.   We would play in the back yard a lot; playing football, freeze tag, or whiffle ball. Dad would join us from time to time.   One could look in our back yard and know we ran around and played so much, that we wore out the grass a bit.  Fortunately, my dad figured he was raising tough boys and not a raising a yard full of grass. One was much more important than the other to my dad. 
It’s hard to truly appreciate dear old dad until you become a dear old dad yourself. When I became a father of three children, I suddenly realized that becoming a father is like wandering the forest without a map or compass; there is no manual for this unique job.  Being a dad is challenging, rewarding, sometimes fun, sometimes scary, and never devoid of demands and challenges. For the dads to be and the dads who are, this sermon is for you. 
Definition of a dad: “The father is the male parent of a child.”   

Although this simple definition is correct…there is so much more to being a dad, and certainly more to being a Christian dad. 
What Is A Dad?  A Dad is a person who is loving and kind, and often he knows what you have on your mind.   He's someone who listens, suggests, and defends A dad can be one of your very best friends; He's proud of your triumphs, but when things go wrong, a dad can be patient and helpful and strong.  In all that you do, a dad’s love plays a part and there’s always a place for him deep in your heart.  As each year that passes, you’re even more glad, more grateful and proud just to call him your dad. Thank you Dad...for listening and caring, for giving and sharing, but, especially, for being my dad. Author Unknown 
Do you remember something your dad said or did in your life that was a teaching moment?  Something you remember to this day?
Sometimes it's only when you grow up and step back from your dad, or leave dad for your own home—it's only then that you can measure dad’s greatness and fully appreciate it."

“Dadvice”:  "I believe that what we become as adults depends on what our dad’s teach us at odd moments, when they aren't trying to teach us. We are formed by the little scraps of wisdom."
Here is some good Dad advice I call, Dadvice that you should give your children.  

1. Believe in Yourself & I believe in You! (my son, Joshua’s senior high school project of writing a song. I took him to a professional studio to record that song and he made a music video.)

My son Joshua began playing the guitar in his early teens and got pretty good at it.  He would stay in his room and play for hours.   For his senior year in high school, he chose as his senior project to write a song and put it to music.   It was really a pretty good song.  In fact, it was so good, that I paid to take him to a professional recording studio and record the song he wrote…then he took that recording and made a creative music video to present as his senior project.  It was a ton of work, but very rewarding.  It was through that project that he knew he believed in himself and I believed in him and his goals. 

2. Never Give Up: I remember I was struggling in 2nd grade with math problems.   I remember my dad sitting me down and teaching me his method of counting numbers in my head like the dots arranged on a simple dice. For some reason that clicked with me and made perfect sense.  He would quiz me with my times table and other math problems.  I slowly got better at math and before the end of the school year, I became the best math student in my class.  
3. Work hard and set Goals: My dad was a mechanic, welder, and builder. (and a very good one!)  Nearly every day after school or on the weekends, my dad was in a shop he built, fixing, building, repairing, or welding a project for someone. The shop and what he did nearly every evening was his “Side Hustle” to make extra money for the family, separate from his regular job at the factory.   He was very good at it.   Many times as a young teenager, I was out in the garage handing him wrenches, putting wood we chopped into the hot belly stove that heated our large garage, or helping him in some way.  

Little did I realize how much I was learning about mechanics, how things worked and the fundamentals of building things. It wasn’t until I was in the Army as a young man, going through Helicopter Mechanics school that I realized how much I knew about tools, mechanics and how far ahead I was compared to the rest of the class.    I ended up graduating number one in my Army helicopter mechanic class.  I attribute that to the many evenings and weekends hanging around with my dad handing him wrenches for years. 

Even today when I am doing carpentry, the basics and fundamental rules of carpentry, I learned from my father.   

It is true that if you give a man a fish, he eats for a day, but if you teach a man to fish, he eats for a lifetime. 

Enjoy life as much as possible: Fishing Lessons From Dad:  As many of you may know, I enjoy fishing. My love for fishing began with fishing trips from my father.  As a young boy my dad took my brothers and I ice fishing on the narrow channels of Lake Wawasee in north central Indiana.   He built a large ice house for fishing with six box openings.  Most ice houses are not that large, but dad’s ice house was like a huge living room, with a heater, chairs and snacks to enjoy for the day.   Nothing was small with my dad, if he designed or built something…it was grand.  

When the winter lake ice was thick enough and there was snow on the roads, dad would hook up half of the ice house on the back of his jeep with a tow rope, and we would drag it about 20 miles from our home to our favorite fishing spot. Then he would go back home and get the other half of the ice house and take it to the lake; then bolt the two sides together and place it on the ice. We were all set for a warm fishing experience in our comfortable ice house out of the freezing cold of winter.  We caught a ton of fish out of that ice house for several winters. (Learned a few life lessons as well.)

You may notice that from the last two or three stories, I did not quote my dad saying deep philosophical sayings or quotes.  His teaching methods were clearly his actions.   It was his tremendous strong work ethic, his love for hunting and fishing, his extreme knowledge of mechanics, and his love for life, family and play that were important.   

The things I remember and the things your children will remember are events and adventures, not so much lectures or meaningful quotes.   The simple times you spend with them and the things you teach them when you don’t know your teaching, is what often times brings lasting memories.    

4. Your beautiful inside and out. To Daughters: Becca’s high school musical of Oklahoma. (I told her she was the most beautiful girl on stage and the best singer.  That filled up her self-image tank in a big way.)  It is important for daughters to know their father knows they are beautiful on the inside and outside.   Perhaps much more importance needs to be placed on the inside. 

5. Beauty is short lived…but stupidity last forever…so study hard. (this is somethings I often said to my own children to encourage them to study hard in life. My children were much more focused on their outward appearance and what they wore than I was as a teenager. 

6. Love God as much as I do. (It is the consistency of prayers before bed time and before we eat our meals.  It is the consistency of taking your family to church on the sabbath.  It is the consistency of your language and how you talk in public situations.  It is how you respond to bad or difficult situations in front of your children that makes a difference.  It is the things you do as a dad when you think no one is listening or looking, however your children are indeed listening and looking. As a Christian dad you don’t have to be Billy Graham or a pastor to be effective to your children.   But you do need to be the spiritual leader of the home…according to the Bible. Joshua 24:15  “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
As a dad, simply be the courageous spiritual leader in the home!
Let’s Pray, Heavenly Father, today we ask You to bless our earthly fathers for the many times they reflected the love, strength, generosity, wisdom and mercy that You exemplify in Your relationship with us, Your children.  We honor our fathers for putting our needs above their own convenience and comfort; for teaching us to show courage and determination in the face of adversity; for challenging us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries; for modeling the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled, caring adults.
We ask your blessing on those men who served as father figures in our lives when our biological fathers weren't able to do so.  May the love and selflessness they showed us be returned to them in all their relationships, and help them to know that their influence has changed us for the better.
Words of Wisdom: Fatherhood is pretending the Father’s Day gift you love the most from your children are socks and t-shirts. 
Benediction:  May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at your back.  May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft upon your fields. And until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Opening Prayer:  We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our lives. Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality teaches us that some fathers excel while others fail.  We ask for Your blessings for them all and forgiveness where it is needed.

This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices fathers make for their children and families, and the ways--both big and small--they lift children to achieve dreams thought beyond reach.

So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the void when fathers pass early or are absent; grandfathers and uncles, brothers and cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our families.

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and humility in the face of the task of parenting. Give them the strength to do well by their children and by You.  In Your Holy name, O God, we pray. 
