La Porte Sermon Mother’s Day 2018

Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote: “The father is always a Republican toward his son, and his mother's always a Democrat.” -Robert Frost 
Biblical Focus: Ruth 2:16b “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.”
Liturgy: 
Leader: And Jesus said, "Come!"
Congregation: To all mothers and all children: Jesus say, "Come!"
Leader: To the motherless and the childless: Jesus says, "Come!"
Congregation: To all who long to be mothered: Jesus says, "Come!”
Leader: To all who labor and are heavy-laden, Jesus says, “Come!”
Congregation:  Jesus says, I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart and you will find rest for your souls."
Scripture Lesson: Ruth 1 – 4  (read during the sermon)
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the morning worship services. 

Play the video from Sermon Spice about being a mother. Motherhood.
What is a Mother:  What is a Mother Poem:  A mother is someone to shelter and guide us, to love us, whatever we do, with a warm understanding and infinite patience, and wonderful gentleness, too. How often a mother means swift reassurance in soothing our small, childish fears, how tenderly mothers watch over their children and treasure them all through the years.  The heart of a mother is full of forgiveness for any mistake, big or small, and generous always in helping her family, whose needs she has placed above all.  A mother can utter a word of compassion and make all our cares fall away, she can brighten a home with the sound of her laughter and make life delightful and gay. A mother possesses incredible wisdom And wonderful insight and skill-In each human heart is that one special corner which only a mother can fill!
All of us love our mothers.   Mothers are kind of like delicious ice cream and chocolate candy; what’s not to love?   They are very special in our lives. They give us the miracle of life, they nurture us in our first few years, they teach us the ABC’s of life, they counsel us in moments of good times and bad, they are there for our first love crush, and they are there for our grand moments of achievement, such as dance recitals, school dramas and musical performances, sports achievements, getting our driver’s license, graduations, and our wedding day.   Even the toughest football player on the sidelines of the football field, when the T.V. camera comes his way, waves and shouts out, Hi Mom!   Even through dad is probably the one who taught him how to throw the football, catch a football, and taught him how to block and tackle…it is mom who gets the attention and shout out on National Television.  
Quote:  It has been said that God could not be everywhere, so the good Lord created Mothers.  


It is Mother’s Day: Today I want to share with you in the Bible the story of a wonderful mother.
The name of this Old Testament mother is Naomi. Naomi is both a mother and a mother in law.    Naomi has a charmed life with a loving husband, two sons, and two daughters in law.   If you were to look at her life, you would definitely say, she was blessed.   

However, in the midst of her charmed and blessed life, tragedy struck.    Not the tragedy of minor frustrations of life.  Her afflictions are “Job” like in the loss of her home and ability to feed her family, with the tremendous loss of her loving husband, and later the loss of her two newly married sons. 
Naomi is best known as the mother-in-law to Ruth, who married Boaz. She had two adult aged sons. The family moved away from Bethlehem to Moab. (The other side of the Dead Sea; about 100 miles from her home of Bethlehem.  Naomi’s two boys married Moabite women. Her husband and sons died leaving Naomi with her two daughters-in-law. Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. Her daughter-in-law Ruth followed her. Naomi had taught Ruth enough about God and His people that Ruth wanted to make Naomi’s God her personal God.
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Naomi Loses Her Husband and Sons: Ruth chapter 1
1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab.
The days that the Judges ruled: 3,000 years ago. This would have been about 1,100 years before the time of Christ.  Please also note that both Naomi and Ruth are part of the genealogy of Jesus. 
The family fell on hard times.   There was a terrible famine in the land. Famine can be caused by lack of rain, pestilence, or flooding; anything that would cause crops to fail.   They went to find work in another place to survive.   Perhaps that part of Moab did not have the famine, or they found a different kind of work in a foreign country.
If we have lived long enough on this earth, perhaps you have fallen on hard times.  Perhaps you have lived a charmed life, and tragedy has struck.   Over the past 100 years of our history, our country has fallen on both good and bad times.   (Thankfully, mostly good years; but in America, there have been 5 declared wars in the past 100 years, where many have lost loved ones.  America has experienced a great depression in the 1930’s, where 25% of the American population was out of work.   There have been minor out of work recessions or lay off’s, where families were out of work.   We’ve had civil & racial injustice uprisings, there have been families who lost all their earthly possessions from a house fire, tornado’s that have destroyed homes, and floods that has washed away the memories of a family home.  

1. Have you ever fallen on hard times?  

2. Have you learned to lean on the Lord during difficult times. (song: learning to lean on Jesus.)   “Finding more power than I ever had, I’m learning to lean on Jesus.”
3. This is the sad and difficult story of Naomi and her family?

2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.

Being good Jews from the tribe of Ephraim and Judah, they had to go to a non-Jewish land and seek work.  That had to be difficult living and working in a non-Jewish culture, among those who worshiped many other god’s.
3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 
Naomi first experienced the pain of the loss of her loving husband.  More than likely they were married 30 plus years or more.  With the loss of her husband, starting over with a new husband was not an option.   Widow’s had little rights in that day and time and were not cared for very well. However, at least she still had her two sons and daughter in laws to care for her in her old age. 
4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.
Now Naomi was another 10 years older and for unknown reasons, her two sons also died. Now she is truly all alone. With her husband dead and now her two sons dead; she is truly a welfare case, in a foreign land...with no welfare system.   No one was going to care for her and her two-widow daughters in law. 
Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem:
6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 

Naomi heard that back home in Bethlehem, there was a sort of relief program for those who are poor or widows.   It was her only chance of survival without a husband and sons.   
7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.
The Wisdom of a Loving Mother:  As Naomi was traveling back on the road, she began to talk to her two daughters in law.  They were still young, and their entire life was still ahead of them. Naomi knew that hanging around an older widow was not the life for two young ladies.  They could start over, find new Moabite husbands and begin a family.   
8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.”
Both Ruth and Orpha were initially willing to leave their homeland and relatives of Moab and go back to Judah with Naomi.  Then Naomi gave them both wise motherly counsel and talked to them some more about life and their future. Encouraging them to stay in Moab with family.

11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has turned against me!”

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.”
Naomi was able to talk Orpah into staying home in the country of Moab with her family, and to start over to seek a husband.    They both wept and said goodbye with a loving kiss. 
Have you ever had to say goodbye to a close friend…a close family member?  It can be painful.  (Pastor’s leaving a church family to go to another church when the Bishop reassigns you, is difficult.) 
16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.

These are the famous words of Ruth.   “Where you go I will go. Your people will be my people; your God will be my God; where you die I will die.”  
Ruth said these words, because she deeply loved her mother in law Naomi, more than she loved the thought of staying home in Moab. 
Ruth loved Naomi more than she loved her homeland of Moab. 

Ruth loved Naomi more than she loved staying with family, who were familiar. 

Ruth loved Naomi more than the gods of her childhood. 

Ruth loved Naomi more than she loved the status quo of familiarity. 

Naomi must have been a wonderful example of a loving mother and friend. 
19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”

22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.
The rest of the story of Naomi and Ruth continues on as Naomi gives wise counsel to Ruth when it comes to finding a new husband. 

Do you remember the musical Fiddler On The Roof?  Naomi acts a bit like a Yentel in this story trying to set up Ruth with Boaz.  You remember Yentel, who was the community match maker to bring together prospective wives and husbands together.  She was the first Dating Service long before computers and the internet. 
Ruth Meets Boaz in the Grain Field: Ruth 2

2 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.”

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek.

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!”  “The Lord bless you!” they answered.

5 Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?”
There is some obvious interest here with Boaz.  He does not ask, who is that young woman…he ask, who does she belong to?  In other words, is she married or single?

6 The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.”
Gleaning is a Jewish form of Welfare to allow the poor and widows to glean from a field after the crops were picked.  There were always grain that got dropped and left behind.  According to Leviticus 19:9-10, there is also the Jewish law that states: The corners or edges of the field were purposely not harvested to leave behind the grain for the poor and widows to pick up and eat. 

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.”

10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?”
Boaz was simply obeying the Old Testament Welfare laws to care for the fatherless, widows, poor and foreigner found in Deuteronomy and Leviticus. Plus, I think he was interested in the beautiful young lady.  

11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have put me at ease by speaking kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servants.”

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.”
Humm, a private bread and wine vinegar date? The plot thickens. 

When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had some left over. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather among the sheave sand don’t reprimand her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.”
As owner of the field, Boaz was showing kindness and favoritism to this young lady.   The romance dance continues!

17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah.[a] 18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough.
Ruth Chapter 3: Naomi continues her “Yentel” way by trying to set Ruth and Boaz up as a potential married couple. 
Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor:
3 One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home for you, where you will be well provided for. 2 Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3 Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”

5 “I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do.

7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet!

9 “Who are you?” he asked.

“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a Kinsman-Redeemer[b] of our family.”
The Kinsman-Redeemer is another Jewish tradition and law from the book of Leviticus 25:25-55; that states the relative of another has a duty and obligation to help another relative who is in trouble, danger or in need of help. 

10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 12 Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.”
Boaz does the right thing knowing the family.  He is not the closest relative and needs to go seek permission from the closest relative to see if he wants to be the kinsman redeemer. 
14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be recognized; and he said, “No one must know that a woman came to the threshing floor.”

15 He also said, “Bring me the shawl you are wearing and hold it out.” When she did so, he poured into it six measures of barley and placed the bundle on her. Then he[c] went back to town.

16 When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?”

Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her 17 and added, “He gave me these six measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’”

18 Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the man will not rest until the matter is settled today.”

Boaz goes into the town of Bethlehem to find the closest relative of Elimelek and Naomi to seek permission to become the Kinsman Redeemer for Ruth.  
Boaz Marries Ruth: Chapter 4 (Casually explain the story in chapter 4)
4 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer[d] he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.” So, he went over and sat down.

2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3 Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you[e] will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.”

“I will redeem it,” he said.

5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the[f] dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”

6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”

7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.)
Interesting business custom in ancient Israel with a sandal. 
8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal.

9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!”

11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

Naomi Gains a Son: Obed relative of Jesus.
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.”

16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
Final Note: Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer: Jesus Christ is often regarded as an example of a kinsman-redeemer because, as our brother (Hebrews 2:11), Jesus also redeems us because of our great need, one that only He can satisfy. In Ruth 3:9, we see a beautiful and poignant picture of the needy supplicant, unable to rescue herself, requesting of the kinsman-redeemer that he cover her with his protection, redeem her, and make her his wife. In the same way, the Lord Jesus Christ bought us for Himself, out of the curse, out of our destitution; made us His own beloved bride; and blessed us for all generations. He is the true kinsman-redeemer of all who call on Him in faith.
Closing Remarks about Naomi: The book of Ruth depicts the struggles of Naomi and Ruth for survival in a male patriarchal environment. Though the story takes its name from the younger woman, the older is the dominant character. Naomi’s plight shapes the narrative, and her plan brings it to resolution.
As a mother in law, Naomi and Ruth are best of friends, indeed sister like, each seeking the good of the other in a world over which they have little control as widows.  Naomi is a caring, gracious, and altruistic mother-in-law who plans, reflects, and executes on behalf of the future of her daughter in law Ruth.   Naomi is a profound figure of faith who experiences tragedy and loss, but then wrestles blessing from adversity.
Naomi is a wonderful Mother!  (Happy Mothers Day!)

Let’s Pray, Loving God, we thank you for the love of the mothers you have given us, whose love is so precious that it can never be measured, whose patience seems to have no end. May we see your loving hand behind them and guiding them.  We pray for those mothers who fear they will run out of love or time, or patience.  We ask you to bless them with your own special love.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, our brother. Amen.
Words of Wisdom: The moment a child is born, the mother is also born. She never existed before. The woman existed, but the mother, never. A mother is something absolutely new and wonderful.
Benediction: Go now in the comfort and peace of the One who gave birth to us. Go in the assurance that the Comforter is with us always. Go to give comfort and peace to others. Amen.
Mother’s Day Morning Prayer:  A Mother’s Day Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we approach your throne on behalf of the mothers whom you have entrusted with the care of your most precious little ones. We thank you for creating each mom with a unique combination of gifts and talents. We thank you for the sacrifice of self each mom gives for her children. For the late nights spent rocking a colicky infant. For the hands calloused from washing, wiping, scrubbing, mixing, baking, stirring, hugging, patting, disciplining, holding, writing, erasing, painting, and pouring.

We thank you for the gift of time moms give for their kids, whether it’s stay-at-home moms, working moms, and moms who have some combination of the two. We thank you for the flexibility of moms, for their tirelessness, their perseverance, and their devotion.

We pray you give each mom strength. Help her to see in every mundane task the eternal, cosmic significance that you place on motherhood. Help her to understand that the most radical, world-changing events may be happening anonymously in her home.  Amen. 

