Chapter One:  Who is the Apostle Paul? / Romans 1:1-7

Pastor Bob Vale (2017)
Sermon Quote: “When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left unused, and could say, I used everything you gave me Lord.” (Erma Bombeck)
Liturgy: Love in Action (Romans 12)
Leader: Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
Congregation: Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Leader: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
Congregation: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. 
Leader: Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Congregation: Practice hospitality.
Scripture Lesson:  Romans 1:1-7 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding   Son, who as to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Rose Marie Dure will choose the songs for the traditional services and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the Power Train Services
Introduction:  The first chapter of Romans comes in three distinct parts.

I The Apostle Paul wrote the book of Romans. Romans 1:1-7

II. Paul’s longing to go to Rome. (Romans 1:8-17)

III. God’s wrath against sinful humanity.  (Romans 1:18-32)

Let’s begin with the first third about the Apostle Paul and the Roman people.  

As we begin the sermon today, I want to share with you a story about a powerful man in our country who was born in the year1931, in Boston, Massachusetts. He was raised in a well to do family with a father who was a lawyer.  He went to school at Cambridge University then served in the United States Marine Corps during the Korean War. He then went on to get his law degree from George Washington University.
After starting his own successful law firm in both Boston and Washington D.C., he left his position to enter into politics.   Once he jumped into politics, his career was on a fast track to the top. It wasn’t long before he served on the staff of then President Richard Nixon. At the young age of 38 he was at the top serving as White House Counsel.  

By all accounts, this man had everything going for him.  A great career, family, money, and future. In his lifetime this man received 15 different honorary doctorate degrees from Universities around the country.  This man was hugely successful and had the world by the tail.   
History tells us there are three things that can pull a man’s career into deep trouble. Power, Money and Women.   His downfall was Power.   Soon this man became very powerful in the Nixon administration and became the “hit man” so to speak against the president’s political enemies. According to Slate Magazine, this man was known as, “The Evil Genius behind an Evil Administration.” 
Known as a man of great pride, power and arrogance, his life soon began to crumble with the advent of the Watergate investigation in 1974.  He along with five other men were convicted of covering up the Watergate Scandal and were sent to prison for one to three years. 

His life had been turned upside down.  Once a man with power, prestige and statue in the Nation’s Capital, he was now a lowly prisoner and ward of the state. Oh, how the mighty have fallen. 

Through his legal process and time in prison, a friend gave him a copy of the book, Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis.  As a result of reading this book, this once powerful man humbled himself and turned his life over to God and became a Christian. 
The man I am talking about is none other than Chuck Colson.
After getting out of prison, he went on to begin a powerful ministry called, Prison Fellowship, to minister to those on in prisons in the United States. Prison fellowship is, “the nation's largest outreach to prisoners, ex-prisoners, and their families". 
Upon Chuck Colson’s death in 2012, here is what Republican Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell said about him: “For nearly four decades, Chuck Colson's life and example have been a constant and necessary reminder to those of us in and out of public office of the seductions of power and the rewards of service. His famous redemption story and tireless advocacy on behalf of the marginalized and the outcast have called all of us to a deeper reflection on our lives and priorities. He lives on as a modern model of redemption and a permanent rebuttal to the cynical claim that there are no second chances in life. Our thoughts are with the Colson family, and all who have been touched by the life and service of this extraordinary man. – Senate Republican leader, Mitch McConnell. 

The Chuck Colson story helps us understand that God can bring anyone to repentance and use people with any background to make a difference in the world.  
I share this story about Chuck Colson with you to help you understand a bit more about the writer of the book of Romans in the Bible.  The Apostle Paul was at the height of power as a Jewish Lawyer, Pharisee and member of the powerful Jewish court called, the Sanhedrin.   From there Paul gave it all up, and became “the hunted” to follow Christ and make a profound difference in the world.  
Today’s sermon is going to be a laying a foundational platform for the rest of our sermon series on the book of Romans.  I think it is important to learn about the author of the book of Romans and who he was.  We also need to learn a bit about the Roman Christians, who the Apostle Paul was writing.   

I. Who is the Apostle Paul?

1.  A Jewish man who was a significant religious leader among the Jewish religious elite of his day who was a leader during and after the time of Christ on earth. Paul Lived to be 62 years old: 5 B.C. to 67 A.D. 
a. Born with the name Saul, after King Saul in the Old Testament, he was also known as “Saul of Tarsus.” The city of Tarsus was a very powerful and influential port trading city along the north eastern seaboard of the Mediterranean. 
b. He is also known as The Apostle Paul and one of the 12 Apostles of Jesus evangelizing the new world. 
c. Paul is noted as the greatest Christian Missionary of all time, starting, visiting and writing to many of the New Testament churches around the Mediterranean Sea and throughout Asia. 

d. Paul was uniquely a Roman Citizen and member of the Jewish race and culture.   He was a very, very powerful Jewish leader in his day.  Phil. 3:5 says that he was from strong Jewish stock. “Circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;”
e. Paul wrote 27 of the 39 books of the New Testament.  

He sounds like a great guy, doesn’t he?  However, there is an underbelly to this guy that is not so appealing!!!

2. Paul was a Member of the Pharisees: 
i. Only Men: Strict Jewish Religious Leaders of the Synagogue in Jesus day.  He was a lawyer and judge: (Political Leaders for Blue Collar Citizens, while the Sadducees were the religious leaders of the wealthy Temple and political leaders for the wealthy land owners.)
ii. Jesus thoughts on Pharisees: Let’s not forget Jesus had great difficulty with the religious Pharisees in his ministry.  Here is a description of the Pharisees by Jesus; and I quote from Matthew 23:27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean.”
iii. The word "Pharisee" is derived from ancient Greek: Pharisaios (Φαρισαῖος), which meant to be “Set Apart” from the ordinary non-Jewish life and culture. They were chosen by God were part of a “Holy Huddle” that excluded others from God’s love.  
iv. The Pharisees obeyed the 613 Old Testament Jewish Laws to the “T” and made sure the rest of the Jewish nation did so as well.  (Or else!!!)
v. They were the religious political far right of their day and strict observers to the letter of the Jewish Law.  (They were the Religious Police of their day.) Which still occurs today in some parts of the Middle East within the Muslim faith: (Saudi Arabia as a soldier serving in Desert Storm I saw the religious police in action.) Jewish people in Jesus day observed both the Roman civil laws as well as the Jewish religious laws.)   
3. Member of the Sanhedrin: Paul was also a member of the Sanhedrin in Jewish Culture.  
a. The Sanhedrin: The Sanhedrin was an assembly of twenty-three to seventy-one men appointed in every major city in the Land of Israel. Numbers 11:16-17: In the Hebrew Bible, Moses and the Israelites were commanded by God to establish courts of judges, they were given full authority over the people of Israel; and the people were commanded by God to obey every word they have instructed and every law they have established.
4. Bounty hunter of Christians: Saul of Tarsus before becoming a Christian was a persecutor of Christians. 
a. Acts 8:3 “But Saul was trying to destroy 10  the church; entering one house after another, he dragged off 11  both men and women and put them in prison.  
Modern Day Christian Persecutions
b. It may be hard to believe, but there are Christians imprisoned, persecuted and killed today around the world.  We are sheltered from it in our American Freedom of Religion Culture.  Our news agencies are not interested in reporting all of what has been going on around the world.  
i. This past Christmas in Berlin, (2016) people attending a Christmas Market fell victim to a semi-truck running over and killing 20 people by a Muslim Jihadist Extremist. 

ii. All throughout Western Europe there have been these types of incidences of the killing of Christians by Muslim Jihadist Extremist.  There have been bombings, shootings and any creative way to kill people of the West in Christian Nations. 
iii.  More directly the Muslim Jihadist Extremist, via Isis and the Islamic State is reigning outright genocide of Christians in the Middle East.   Through internet watching of beheadings of Egyptian Christians in orange jump suits on a beach, poison gas killings in Syria, and the outright leveling of Christian cities in Syria and Iraq. The list is far too long of atrocities and killing of Christians, which the American news media has not covered very well in my opinion.  What was once flourishing Christian communities in some parts of the Middle East are now a fraction of what they once were.  Many Christians are in hiding or have left the country.  
iv. The Coptic Christians in Egypt over the past few years have had their churches burned and mass killings of their people by the Muslim Jihadist Extremist.  

v. Less forms of Persecution also occurs in China and India today as well.  

c. I believe Saul of Tarsus was present when Stephen was stoned to death in Jerusalem.  Acts 7:57-60 “At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at Steven, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.”
The witnesses laid their coats at Saul’s feet because he was a prominent member of the Jewish Sanhedrin.
d. The witnesses laid their coats at the feet of Saul to show the authority of the young Jewish legal leader in front of them. Saul stood on the coats as a Member of the Sanhedrin and gave authority to stone Stephen by not stopping the execution.  
Galatians 1:14 “The Apostle Paul said about his early career, “14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely a zealous was I for b the traditions of my fathers.”

Saul was a Religious Legal Eagle and the “Hammer” of persecution against the new Christian group of Jesus followers, called, “The Way.”

But things were about to change for this rising star of the Jewish Legal Leaders.
e. A Changed Man towards Christianity: (The Road to Damascus meeting of Christ. Acts 9)

i. Saul met Christ on the Road to Damascus and everything changed!!!  (Bright Light / Blindness / Bold New Spiritual Sight)

ii. The change in this man was like nothing we could understand.  It was a totally reversal in philosophy, faith and leadership.  
iii.   Saul changed his name to Paul and gave up all his educational titles; gave up his position as both a powerful Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin and became a commoner, a member of the “Persecuted.” Suddenly the legalist Jewish Religious Zealot and persecutor against New Christians and non-Jews, called Gentiles; went to the other side.  
iv. To the Jewish People this was a Benedict Arnold moment for the religious leaders of Israel.  Saul jumped to the other side.  Not the side of power and influence…but the side of the persecuted, the minority, the new converts of the Jesus Way.  (Paul’s decision was “Earthly Stupid…but Heavenly Smart.)  Paul would now become the hunted that he so faithfully tried to imprison and kill. 
v. The closest comparison in our culture of such a switch would be the Revolutionary War General and faithful friend of General George Washington, Benedict Arnold, who switched sided in the middle of the war to become a traitor and join the British Army.   

vi. What do you think the Jewish Religious Leaders now thought of Paul?   Suddenly the new convert Paul has given up all the power and security of being a Pharisee and member of the Jewish Sanhedrin council to join the new Christian sect and in the process has become Public Enemy Number One. 

Powerful Christian Conversions: 

1. Roman Emperor Constantine in the 3rd Century who found Christ by seeing a bright cross in the sky as he was marching with his Army through the Alps. Through his Edict of Milan and allowing Christianity to become an official religion in the Roman empire, it allowed all of Rome suddenly stopped persecuting Christians and Rome became the hub and center of the Christian faith.  

2. World renowned Atheist, Dr. Benjamin Wiker also became a believer in God in 2007.
3. World renowned scientist Albert Einstein also became a believer in the existence of God. 
4. English Atheist Authors and professors at Oxford: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien became Christians later in life and their literature is amazing to read. 
5. American Actress: Jane Fonda: When you think of Jane Fonda, you think Oscar-winning actor, controversial anti-war crusader, feminist, activist, married three times to alpha men, divorced three times from same, and, of course, the legendary workout videos she if famous for.    
You may also know that Fonda at 78, defying a Hollywood norm, she became a born again believer and is still involved with acting. 

 Here is what Jane Fonda says about her faith: Beginning to pray “was like being hooked up to the power of mystery that had been leading me,” Fonda has written. “It wasn’t so much a learning about the existence of God, because learning implies intellect. It was more of an experiencing of god’s presence and a “rush of intuition that seems to permeate our entire being. That is what Jesus meant when he said God is within us.”
6. Pastor Jerry Roe: My roommate in seminary was once an engineer on a Nuclear Submarine, then worked at a Nuclear power plant on the Savannah River in Georgia.  He too became a Christian and was eventually called into ministry.  He gave up a significant lifestyle and paycheck to begin serving the Lord in ministry.  
Here is the point:  Lives who were once going the opposite direction of a Christian life….can be moved by the Holy Spirit to become Christians and make a huge impact upon the world. 
This is the Apostle Paul’s story.   A man once fighting against Christ and killing Christians….has become the greatest Christian missionary the world has ever known.  

What is your story?   Were you at one time going the opposite direction of God and through the work of the Holy Spirit you found God?

Have you not found God yet and are still searching? The Holy Spirit has the power to convict and change the hearts of people towards repentance.   It is still a person’s choice to follow or not to follow the Lord, but people have turned their lives in total different directions to become followers of Christ. (Just like Paul.) 
Let’s Pray, Lord may we ask the difficult questions: What about the change in our lives? What about the difference? What about the grace? What about forgiveness? What about my life that is showing I'm undergoing the change of the Christian life? May we all undergo the Christian Change! Amen

Wisdom Quote: “When it comes to change: One can never discover new oceans, unless you are willing to lose sight of the shore.”
Benediction:  May the Lord keep you from all harm. May God watch over your life; May the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.  May God walk with you until we meet again. Amen. 
