La Porte Sermon: “Do Not Judge the Sinner or become the Sinner.”

” Romans 1:18-32; 2:1-6  /  Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote: “Adam was but human—this explains it all. He did not want the apple for the apple's sake, he wanted it only because it was forbidden. The mistake was in not forbidding the serpent; then he would have eaten the serpent.” (Mark Twain)   

Biblical Focus: Romans 1:18 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness.”
Liturgy: Isaiah / I John
Leader: Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord: 

Congregation: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

Leader: Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
Congregation: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

Leader: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.

Congregation: The Lord will cleanse us from all unrighteousness and bring us back to Himself.
Rose Marie Dure will choose the songs for the traditional services and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the Power Train Services. 

 Have the worship leader read the long scriptures in thirds; then preach the three points between the reading of the scriptures. 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 1:18-32; 2:1-6  
I. God Reveals Himself in Invisible ways to the sinner and the saint: Romans 1:18-25

God’s Wrath against Sinful Humanity
 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

God Reveals Himself in Invisible ways to the sinner and the saint: Romans 1:18-25

How does God help us know He is here among us in the world?

Four ways God shows himself to Humanity: 

1. Nature: Through the beauty and complexity of Creation. 

2. Scriptures:  Through the Reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

3. Conscience: The Holy Spirit Speaks to us in our spirit.  

4. Answered Prayers:  Believing is SEEING!!! And not the other way around.  

1. I believe we can see in Nature through the following sights in our own Country: (Fortunately I seen them all.)
a. The beauty & depth of the Grand Canyon.

b. The power of Niagara Falls. 

c. A Clear Starry Night and looking at the Milky Way in the Boundary Waters of Northern Minn.
d.  The canyon colors of Sedona, Arizona. 

e. The golden majestic prairies of grain and the tall fields of corn that stretch across our nation.
f. The grandeur of the Yellowstone valley, with the Grand Teton Mountains hovering in the background.  

g. Fishing out of a small rowboat in the swampy southern bayous with an alligator swimming near our boat.

h. The towering Sequoia & Redwood trees of the North West.  

i. The deep blue waters of the Pacific Ocean, the light blue waters of the Florida Keys and the blueish / Green waters of the Atlantic. 
j. Pine Lake at sunrise or sunset and fishing on the shores of Lake Michigan.  

I don’t know how one could look and experience these beauties of Nature and not see or experience God through creation.  

2. Scriptures:  As we read the Scriptures I feel God is personally speaking to us.  This is Called Illumination.   From cover to cover there are messages from God that speak to us in different ways at different times of our lives. 

3. Conscious: God speaks to us through the Holy Spirit connecting our Spirit. Romans 1:20 “20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”
4. Answered Prayer:   How do we explain away our prayers to God that have been answered in our lives. 

a. There are too many answered prayers to say they are just a coincidence. 

b. Some answered prayers are too miraculous to pass off as luck. 

c. Some answered prayers are too personal of a connection with the Almighty that we know down to our bones that God answered our specific prayers. 

d. God answers our prayers when we need healing at the hospital, God answers prayers for the poor who need food and shelter, God answers the prayers of the parents who are raising their children.  God reveals himself to us in this way!
II. God gave them over to their depraved minds: Romans 1:26-32

Romans 1:26-32 “26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.
As people and as a nation, we always struggle with doing good or doing evil.  We all have Adam & Eve Choices in our lives.
That has been our history and experience since the days of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.   For some reason we have a propensity to do wrong rather than to do what is right. 

Just look at a list of the crimes and news stories over the past several weeks across America.  (Make a current list and read it.)
Some of you may remember the great Radio Talk Show Host: Paul Harvey and his noontime readings.  He was the voice of reason from our WWII generation. (1918-2009)  Listen to a speech he wrote and gave over 50 years ago in 1965. Many of these themes we are still struggling with today.  
This speech was broadcast by the ABC Radio commentator Paul Harvey on  April 3, 1965:
If I were the Devil . . . I mean, if I were really the Prince of Darkness, I would want to engulf the whole world in darkness. I would not be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the tree, so I should set about however necessary to take over the United States. 
I would begin with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: “Do as you please.”  To the young, I would whisper, “The Bible is a myth.” I would convince them that man created God, rather than God creating man. I would confide that what is bad is now good, and what is good is “out of touch”.  In the ears of the young marrieds, I would whisper that work is debasing, that cocktail parties are good for you. I would caution them not to be too extreme in religion, in patriotism, and in moral conduct. And to the masses of people, I would teach them to pray after me: “Our Father, which art in Washington” . . .

If I were the devil, I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting so that anything else would appear dull an uninteresting. I’d threaten T.V. with dirtier movies and vice versa. And then, if I were the devil, I’d get organized. I’d infiltrate unions and urge more loafing and less work, because idle hands usually works for me. 
I’d peddle drugs & narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. And I’d tranquilize the rest with pills. If I were the devil, I would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but neglect to discipline the emotions and behavior of the ill-behaved; I’d let those run wild. Until before you know it, we’d have drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every door. 

If I were the devil, I’d let families be at war with themselves, churches at war with themselves, and governments at war with themselves, until each in itself were consumed; and with promises of higher ratings, I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames.  
I would lift up the atheist before the highest courts in the land, and thus, I would evict God from the courthouse, and then from the school house, and then from the houses of Congress and then, in His own churches, I would substitute psychology for religion.  If I were the devil, I would deify science because that way men would become smart enough to create super weapons, but not wise enough to control them. And what do you bet I could get whole states to promote gambling as the way to get rich quick rather than stable work. 
If I were Satan, I’d make the symbol of Easter an egg, and the symbol of Christmas, a bottle. If I were the devil, I would take from those who have and I would give to those who wanted, until I had totally killed the incentive of the ambitious.  I would separate and tear families apart in America.  In other words, if I were Satan, I’d just keep on doing what he’s doing.  (Speech given on April 3, 1965) Paul Harvey, Good Day.
Knowing that Paul Harvey read this in 1965, it should not surprise us that the Apostle Paul was also struggling with the many sins of the people 2,000 years ago as he wrote the book of Romans in the New Testament.  

Let us not forget the Romans passage in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. All are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.
It should be noted that in verse 28, God said that He turned them over to a depraved mind.   I don’t believe God gives up on us…in this case God gave them over to their perversion and sickness.  Hoping that one day they would come to their spiritual senses!!! (The prodigal son Story: The father gave his son over to the freedom of his choice to live among the prostitutes and pigs, but from the story, we know the father never gave up on his son coming home, as the father waited patiently at the gate of his home, always looking in the distance for the return of his son to finally come home. (And he did return home!)
Truth: God doesn’t give up on you!
III. Do not judge others for their sins. Especially if you are committing the same sins! Romans 2:1-6

Romans 2:1-6 “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay each person according to what they have done.”

A. Do NOT Judge!   Here we have the Apostle Paul saying the same words as Christ in the gospels: Do Not Judge!
Have you ever heard this thought before about sin in a person’s life? “Don’t be surprised how much a person went through anguish, trials, struggle and the inner civil war of good vs. evil, before they eventually fell to the temptation of their sin and addiction.” 

Easier said, “We don’t know what a person has gone through until we have walked a mile in their shoes.”

As Christians why would we judge…when we can pray?

As Christians why would we judge…when we can help?

Since moving to the La Porte area, I have found what appears to be a Norman Rockwell Community in so many ways.   Perhaps more than any place I have lived.  Being born into a military family and raising a family in a Methodist Itenerate pastoral family…we have lived in a good many places around the world and U.S.   

The La Porte homes are beautiful, the down town business are busy, the people are down to earth and very likeable, the lakes are majestic and the sublime small town nuances are all around us.  To me the La Porte community has pictures and scenes of Norman Rockwell living all around us.  

However, I quickly learned there was a darker side of La Porte County that was not a part of the Norman Rockwell pictures I have known.  

The darker underside I have learned about is the high rate of heroin / opioid drug addiction in our community.  Especially the high rate of deaths among the younger members of our community.  

In a town where there seems to be a church building on nearly every other corner, I ask the question: “What is the church doing?  How is the church helping?”
Are we not called to help and make the world a better place?

All Rise / Law vs. Grace

In October of this past year, I was privileged to be invited to a moving ceremony through our county justice system, which focused on the rising drug problems in our community.  It had nothing to do with sending people to jail, but everything to do about bringing hope into the lives of the drug addicted. 

What I witnessed was an amazing change taking place in three people’s lives.   Although this was a very secular court proceeding with judges, lawyers, and police, the spirit of God was thick in the room. God was moving in the lives of three people who followed a pattern of guidance, support, discipline, and determination to change from a drug addict to a responsible clear thinking productive member of society.  Rather than a judge handing down a decision of prison time for the drug offender, a strategic and long term graceful plan was offered to bring hope, light and change into their chaotic life. 

It was a miracle of sorts as I listened to the many mentors who gracefully poured their lives into these three pilgrims along their transforming journey. The road was fraught with struggles, temptations, and small victory after small victory as they climbed the ladder of wholeness again.  As the evening played out and we listened to their testimonies, the tears in the audience were matched with smiles of joy and pride as we heard three lives who were once desperately lost, yet now were found to be among us again.  It somewhat felt as if it were testimony night at the country church, sharing stories of lives changed from old to new!

The beautiful success story I am sharing with you is called, “Problem Solving Court,” under the direction and leadership of LaPorte County Judge Greta Stirling Friedman, (From our church) and a host of other public health and law enforcement leaders working together to make a change in the lives of these once fallen addicts.  
As I entered the courtroom, I was given a small ocean star fish as a reminder of the importance of saving only one life is both honorable and essential to the long term health of a community.   Another theme I heard was the intentional focus upon and encouragement of a community working together to make a difference in the drug addiction epidemic in our county.  As judge Greta has shared with me: It takes a village to heal and help a person out of addiction. 
As a pastor coming into a new community, I have grasped the gravity of the drug addiction disease that seems to be growing and either locks up or takes the lives of too many young people in our county.  It seems week after week I hear of our youth literally dying from drug overdoses in our county. I suppose it would be easy to simply say, “lock-em up for they knew the error of their ways.”  Most of the time that is exactly what happens. 

Fortunately the leadership of our county is striving to make a change with these drug offenders and offering them grace rather than the law of a jail cell for several years.  Perhaps we as a church can partner and walk side by side with this movement with our prayers, time, talents and resources. In doing so, perhaps we can make miracle differences in the lives of a precious few, who need guided grace in their lives rather than a long term law enforcing jail cell. 

I strongly believe in the quote, “morality goes down when moral people do nothing.” Perhaps it is time for God’s church to support this cause.  I understand there are other meaningful causes in our church along these lines of support to stop child neglect and the growing increase of drug use in our county.  I believe we need to vigorously champion these efforts to make our corner of the world a better place by supporting these initiatives.   Praise the Lord for what we are already doing to improve our community for Christ sake.  I pray we as a church can help Judge Greta Friedman and her team make a star fish difference to those willing to accept the challenge of Problem Solving Court.  

This coming week our county is have another graduation of the Problem Solving Court.  We get to hear the transformation stories of those who are whole again.  Judge Greta Freidman from our church has opened the door to ask all of you from our church who want to know more to attend this very special graduation ceremony on January the 10th. Let’s not judge our fellow humans….but help to bring them back to us.   

All Rise were the first words of the ceremony as the honorable judge walked into the courtroom. Ironically it was the judge who with tears of joy encouraged the three changed young people to Rise Up to share their story and re-enter society with their head held high. After they shared their story, the LaPorte community stood on their feet to “Rise Up and applaud their change and completion of this brave journey to wholeness.  By the way, 75% of those who go through this program, never have another issue with the law.   Success!!!

May God bless this movement and ministry of lasting change in our community!

Pastor Bob Vale 

Yes, I am a sinner. Yes, you are a Sinner. Yes we are all sinners! 
Yes, I am forgiven. Yes, you are forgiven….Can we forgive?

I am called to Love & Serve. I am not called to judge & belittle.

Perhaps that is our challenge today…as you have been forgiven by a loving and merciful God….Can you become a forgiving, loving and merciful Christian towards sinners?
Let’s pray, Lord, listen to your children praying.   Lord, send your spirit in this place.  Lord, listen to your children praying.  Send us love, send us power, send us grace. Amen. 

Wisdom Quote: The three “C’s” of life are as follows: Choice, Chance and Change.”  You must make a “Choice” to make a “Choice” or you will never “Change.”
Benedictions:  Col. 3:15 – And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.
