La Porte Sermon:  God is Faithful    Romans 3:1-31 /  Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote:  Billy Graham once said, “You're born. You suffer. You die. Fortunately, there's a loophole: Jesus Christ.”
Biblical Focus:  Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Liturgy:  

Leader: The righteousness of God is given to us through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

Congregation: There is no difference between Jew and Gentile in this.
Leader: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Congregation: All are justified freely by God’s grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Leader: God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement.
Congregation: Through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. Thanks Be To God, amen!!!
Have the worship leader read the long scriptures in thirds; then preach the three points between the reading of the scriptures. 

Scripture Lesson: Romans 3:1-2
What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God.  

Romans 3:9-20 (No One Is Righteous)
9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”[b]
    13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”[c]  “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[d]  14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”[e]  15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know.”[f] 
          18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[g]  19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
Romans 3:22-25a “Righteousness Through Faith.”
This righteousness is given through faith in[h] Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,[i] through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.
Rose Marie Dure will choose the songs for the traditional services and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the Power Train Services. 

There are three points to the sermon today: 
I. Jews & Gentiles Join Together: Romans 3:1-2,9
II. No One is Righteous: Romans 3:9-20
III. Righteousness Through Faith; Romans 3:22-25a 

I was a member of the United States Army and went through basic training in the 1980’s.   It was one of the most difficult 8 weeks of my life. The training and rigors of becoming a soldier are very demanding.  Once I graduated, suddenly I had become a part of a fraternity that went all the way back to George Washington over 200 years ago.  I was a proud member of the United States Army. 

Interestingly enough, when I met some older members of the Army at my first duty station, they informed me that my basic training was more of a softie summer camp experience than the rough & tough basic training they had gone through in the 1960’s or the 1970’s.  

Evidently the training was much more difficult, the running was longer, the work outs more difficult, and the Drill Sergeants in those days were able to both verbally abuse them as well as literally hit them from time to time, if they got out of line.

I always kept my mouth shut when these discussions were brought up, because I knew there was no upside to going down this road of conversation.  Generally, I just thanked the Lord I was born later than they were and went into the Army later than they did.  

In the end, there was always that feeling that the older Army soldiers were rougher and tougher than the Newbies: because the regulations for basic training had changed. 
However, when we went to War in Iraq….things changed as the brotherhood in arms came together and we were all protecting each other no matter when we went through basic training.  

This is a similar situation with the early church in Rome.   There were new converts to Christ from two different backgrounds.  Most were Jews who were newly converted, but some were Gentiles who converted to Christianity.   A Gentile means a Non Jew.
The Jews who followed the Old Testament Laws, also wanted the new Gentile Christians to also follow some of these same ancient Jewish laws from their past.  

The Jewish Christians thought they were indeed better in God’s eyes than the new Gentile Christians.   

This was not a good foundation for a church to grow and flourish, when half of the church feels they are far superior than the other half.  

I. Jews & Gentiles Join Together: Romans 3:1-2,9

Scripture Lesson: Romans 3:1-2
What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God.  

Change is always difficult in our lives.

Unless it’s a matter of getting rich by winning the lottery or a big promotion at work.  Then change can be an O.K. thing.

There is a comfort in regularity and constant of life for some folks who don’t want change.

However, when change does occur, it can take time to accept the goodness of Change.

Some folks don’t like any type of change at all in their lives.  

The New Church in Rome was undergoing change.  Big Change!  Why?

Because some of the traditional Jews in Rome, were suddenly becoming new Christians and Gentiles were also becoming new Christians at the same time to form this new church called, “The Way.”   

Most of the churches were meeting in homes or in caves because of the first century persecutions throughout the Roman Empire.  The new Christian faith had not been regarded as an “Official Religion” by the Roman Empire, therefore the new faith was open to persecution by both Jews and Romans Or anyone else who wanted to give them a rough time.  

The traditional Jews who were becoming Christians wanted the new Gentiles to begin practicing and adopting the Jewish habits, customs and worship practices.  
I’m sure the traditional Jews who were now Christians were imposing their view / brand of what the Jewish / Christian life should look like:

1. Dietary Changes: No shrimp, ham, or bacon. 

2. Clothing, hair & Beard Changes for the Gentiles. (Men only on the beard issue.)
3. Follow some of the 600 Old Testament laws of Moses. 

4. Asking Gentile men to go through the painful process of circumcision.  (Ouch!) They were hoping circumcision of the heart through acceptance of Christ was good enough.  
5. The New Gentile Christians wants to Love the Lord and follow the example of Christ, but these types of sacrifices seem out of step with the freedom of choice and being saved through faith and not through obeying a bunch or rules and policies from a thousand years ago.  

The Apostle Paul had heard about their arguing in this new Roman church over these issues and wanted to help settle some of these matters. (Remember Paul is in Corinth about 650 miles away from Rome when he was writing the letter to new church.)
II. No One is Righteous: Romans 3:9-20

Romans 3:9-20 (No One Is Righteous) 9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”[b]
    13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”[c]  “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[d]  14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”[e]  15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know.”[f] 
          18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[g]  19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
A. In this passage of Scripture Paul is going farther in the conversation to remind them that neither the New Gentile converts nor the New Jewish converts are righteous in God’s eyes.   
B. Paul clearly states: “We are all under the power of sin & no one is righteous, not even one.”  (verses 9-10) 

C. Paul then goes on to list all the many ways both group are pretty bad folks.  But, he tells them it is the Law of Moses that helps us understand that we are a sinful people and in need of a savior. (Verse 20) Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
*Which leads us to our next point and scripture:

III. Righteousness Through Faith; Romans 3:22-25a 

Romans 3:22-25a “Righteousness Through Faith.”
This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.
A. Since we have no righteousness on our own…our only hope is Righteousness through Faith in Jesus Christ. (vs. 22)

B. Paul is saying to both the Jews & the Gentiles: When we have this faith in Jesus Christ: There is no difference between Jew and Gentile. (vs. 22)
C. Then comes the famous verses that explains why Christ came to earth and why he died for our sins: Romans 3:23-25 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.
D. There is a tremendous amount of Christian theology in these three verses. 

1. We all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory on our own. 

2. We are “Justified” or “Legally” “Made Right” by God’s Grace.

3. Through a “Trade” called “Redemption” of Jesus Christ.
4. The Explanation is given in verse 25.  God presented his Son Jesus Christ as a “Sacrifice Atonement”  (Which means we are now “At One with God” and without sin. 

a. Atonement is the Old Testament sacrifice word to mean that after the priest sacrificed the animal at the altar, all sins were removed.  The people had harmony with God once again.  

b. The word Atonement in Hebrew is the word, “Kipur,” which is where the Jewish Faith derives the religious holiday, Yom Kippur or a Day of Atonement.  A 25 hour time of prayer and fasting to become “At One” with God again. 
So here we are in 2017 asking the question: Why is this Romans passage important to me?

It is important because we are all just like both the new Jewish Converts as well as the Gentile Converts: 

1. No one is righteous in God’s eyes on our own merits. 

2. We all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory on our own. 

3. We are “Justified” or “Legally” “Made Right” by God’s Grace.

4. Through a “Trade” called “Redemption” of Jesus Christ.

5. The Explanation is given in verse 25.  God presented his Son Jesus Christ as a “Sacrifice Atonement”  (Which means we are now “At One with God” and without sin. 

The Beginning of the Roman Road to Salvation:  In a nutshell, this is the plan of salvation that God has presented to us today.  Our sins can be removed because and through Jesus Christ.
Illustration: During the Spanish-American War, Clara Barton was overseeing the work of the Red Cross in Cuba. One day Colonel Theodore Roosevelt came to her, wanted to buy food for his sick and wounded Rough Riders. But she refused to sell him any. Roosevelt was perplexed. His men needed the help and he was prepared to pay out of his own funds. When he asked someone why he could not buy the supplies, he was told, "Colonel, just ask for it!" A smile broke over Roosevelt's face. Now he understood--the provisions were not for sale. All he had to do was simply ask and they would be given freely.
Truth:  The Plan of Salvation is Absolutely Free: 

Illustration: Back in 1830 a man named George Wilson was convicted of robbing the U.S. Mail and was sentenced to be hanged. President Andrew Jackson issued a pardon for Wilson, but he refused to accept it. The matter went to Chief Justice Marshall, who concluded that Wilson would have to be executed. "A pardon is a slip of paper," wrote Marshall, "the value of which is determined by the acceptance of the person to be pardoned. If it is refused, it is no pardon. George Wilson must be hanged. "For some, the pardon comes too late. For others, the pardon is not accepted.

Truth: God has given you salvation for free, have or will you accept it?
Closing Illustration: The devil and his demons were devising plans to get people to reject the Gospel. "Let's go to them and say there is no God," proposed one. Silence prevailed. Every devil knew that most people believe in a supreme being. "Let's tell them there is no hell, no future punishment for the wicked," offered another. That was turned down, because men obviously have consciences which tell them that sin must be punished. The concave was going to end in failure when there came a voice from the back: "Tell them there is a God, there is a hell and that the Bible is the Word of God. But tell them there is plenty of time to decide the question. Let them 'neglect' the Gospel, until it is too late." All hell erupted with ghoulish glee, for they knew that if a person procrastinated on Christ, they usually never accept Him.

Question: Have you accepted the free gift of Salvation God is offering you?  Please don’t delay…today can be the day of salvation, victory’s hour and your Day of Atonement. 

Let’s Pray, Lord if there is one person here today that has not made this decision to accept salvation and forgiveness of sins, let them do it today. (Silence)  Lord, let them recite the sinner’s prayer.

1. Lord I know I am a sinner. (Short Silence)

2. Forgive me of all my sins. (Short Silence)
3. I accept Jesus Christ into my life. (Short Silence)

4. I will live for you all the rest of my days. (Short Silence)

Lord we thank you for those who have prayed that prayer in the past, and for those who have prayed that prayer today. Amen. 
Words of Wisdom: Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” That name is Jesus Christ. 
Benediction: 2 Pet. 3:18 – (May you) grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. May God bless us all until we meet again, Amen.
