La Porte Sermon Child Abuse Prevention Sunday 2018

Pastor Bob Vale (April 22nd, 2018)

Sermon Quote: Children are great imitators, so give them something great to imitate.
Biblical Focus: Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

Liturgy: 

Leader: Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
Congregation: Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. 
Leader: Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them
Congregation: For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Leader: All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children.
Congregation: I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.  Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers.  
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 19:13-14 “13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.  14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.”
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 
April is National Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month.

There motto is: No one can do everything; But everyone can do something. And together we can do anything. Together we can prevent child abuse. 

Neglect is defined as an act in which a child’s physical or mental condition is seriously impaired or seriously endangered as a result of the inability, refusal, or neglect of the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian to supply the child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical care, education or supervision.
Abuse is defined in Indiana as an act in which a child’s physical or mental health is seriously endangered, due to injury by the act or omission of the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian.
Why is Indiana 2nd on the list in the nation as one of the worst offenders of Child Abuse? A lot of different reasons: Rise of Drug use in our state, need more parental training and activities?   
Here are some alarming statistics: According to Prevent Child Abuse Indiana Website:  http://pcain.org/research/indiana-laws/
In 2013 49 children died due to neglect and abuse in Indiana. 

In 2014, 66 children died due to neglect and abuse in Indiana. 

In 2015 77 children died due to neglect and abuse in Indiana. 

In 2016 70 children died due to neglect and abuse in Indiana. 
In 2016, an estimated 1,750 children died from abuse and neglect in the United States.1 In 2016, Children’s Advocacy Centers around the country served more than 324,0002 child victims of abuse, providing victim advocacy and support to these children and their families.

Nearly 700,000 children are abused in the U.S annually. An estimated 676,000 children (unique incidents) were victims of abuse and neglect in 2015, the most recent year for which there is national data.

As many as two-thirds of the people in treatment for drug abuse reported being abused or neglected as children. 

14% of all men in prison and 36% of women in prison in the USA were abused as children, about twice the frequency seen in the general population.
Children who experience child abuse & neglect are about 9 times more likely to become involved in criminal activity.

Signs of neglect include persistent hunger, developmental lags and consistent fatigue. Unexplained bruises, numerous bruises in various stages of healing, and marks on many surfaces of the body are all potential signs of physical abuse. Sexual abuse indicators include the child having sexual knowledge advanced for their age, preoccupation with their body, and acting out sexual behavior. Although each of these signs may be found separately, they often occur in combination.

The complexity of child abuse cases has increased in recent years, with severe physical abuse often connected to parental drug and alcohol use and mental illness in the home. In 2016, the child advocacy centers in Indiana served more than 10,000 children for the first time through their multi-disciplinary investigative team model. Historically, the majority of cases centered on child sexual abuse. Today, cases often involve parental addictions, children witnessing domestic violence and human trafficking. There also has been an increase in very severe neglect cases.

“We’re talking about the serious neglect cases where kids are locked in a room and forgotten,” said Emily Perry, founder, executive director and child forensic interviewer for child advocacy center Susie’s Place. “Parents aren’t feeding them for days or weeks because (the parents are) strung out on drugs.”  In 2016, 52 percent of children removed from their home by the Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) were removed because of parental substance abuse.
The Three main causes of child abuse by parents or guardians of children.  
Alcohol abuse of the (parent/caregiver)— 
Drug abuse of the (parent/caregiver)— 
Domestic violence (parent/caregiver)–abusive, violent, coercive, forceful, or threatening act or word inflicted by one member of a family or household on another.

What type of abuse situations are we talking about.   Let me say that the Indiana child abuse website details all the deaths of children and why they died. As I read the website it was so very disturbing; All 70 deaths of children are explained.  They are sad and gruesome. Let me read just a few of them, to help you understand what we are dealing with. 

1. A one year old child died due to Acute Alcohol Intoxication and Extensive Burn Wounds over the body. The child had burns over 11.5% of their body and a blood alcohol level of 0.145%. The child also suffered from malnutrition. It was determined that the child was burned approximately one month prior to the death.
2. A 17 year old child died as a result of Fractures of the Cervical Spine and Skull with Intracranial Hemorrhages. Initially the child’s death was presumed to be a suicide due to statements made by the parents; however, the child died from non-accidental trauma, and autopsy revealed that the child was still alive when the child’s neck was broken. Mother and father were the only other individuals living in the home where the child died,

3. An 11 month old child died as a result of Homicidal Asphyxia, by the child’s mother. Mother admitted she asphyxiated the child and that she kicked, slapped, and shook the child as well. Mother was convicted of murder, neglect of a dependent, aggravated battery, and battery. She was sentenced to 80 years in prison. DCS substantiated death due to physical abuse against the mother. • A one year old child died as a result of a

4. A six year old child died from a Gunshot Wound. Father stabbed mother in the face and then shot the child and one of the child’s siblings in the head. Father then committed suicide. No criminal charges were filed because father was deceased. DCS substantiated death due to environment life and health endangering, and death due to physical abuse against father.
Indiana is one of 19 states that has a mandatory report law, meaning if you suspect child abuse you have a legal obligation to report it to DCS and potentially, save a life.

“You don’t have to prove anything, you don’t have to investigate anything, if there are children involved and you feel like some form of maltreatment is going on, then that needs to be reported,” 

Indiana Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline
1-800-800-5556
If you suspect a child is being abused or neglected, call Indiana's Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline today. It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. You do not have to be afraid anyone will find out who made the report because you can report abuse and neglect anonymously.
Three years ago, I baptized the baby of a young unwed mother.  Her grandmother was basically caring for the young mother and her grandchild at her small home.   The young mother was fragile and not the best in her lifestyle and choices. Last year she allowed a boyfriend into her home, who began to beat the child. Unfortunately, last fall I performed the funeral for that child I baptized three years ago.    
Child abuse deaths happens and is happening in our communities across our state.  Unfortunately, Indiana is number 2 in child deaths for a reason and we need to reverse that tradition.   
What can we do as caring Christians and citizens?

1. Form positive relationships with parents

2. Be alert to signs of stress in the life of a parent or family. 
3. Be willing to call the hotline number if you see signs or child abuse. 
4. Invite families to be involved in our church children’s programming, our Free Parents Night Out once a month, our Free children’s Summer Vacation Bible School, Our Free children’s Sunday school programs, our Free children’s Wednesday evening programming, our Free Tweens group activities, our free worship services with children’s sermons, sending kids to church camp and fundraising for camp scholarships.   
5. Introduce the families in our neighborhood to our children’s and youth minister: Jennifer Casper; the best leader and kindhearted minister we have going to care and love families in our neighborhood.   

6. Participate and offer parent education/support groups.
7. Be willing to financially sponsor a couple to go on a Marriage Encounter Marriage Retreat.   (The absolute best retreat in my opinion.)  

8. Adopt a family in our church or community.   Get involved with their life, if they are open to that.   

9. Pray for families who are raising children and remember the stress that often comes with work, bills, family obligations and raising multiple children. 

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 19:13-14 “13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.  14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.”

If Jesus can tell the little children to come to Him.  Shouldn’t we as Christians be able to tell the children in our neighborhoods…come to us for safety, protection, love, peace, help, security, hope, help, and friendship?

Friendship and protection should be our calling card as a church.  

When Nancy and I were raising our three children, we kept a list of affirmations for children on our refrigerator.   Whenever we opened the refrigerator door or walked by the refrigerator we were reminded of these simple affirmations to encourage our children.  I took the time to speak many of those affirmations to my children as we were raising them. 
Here is a list of the 66 affirmations for children:
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POSITIVE THINGS

TO SAY TO YOUR CHILD

I'm grateful for you.
You make me proud.

Your words are meaningful.

You have great ideas.

I love being your parent.

You don't have to be perfect to be
great.

Your opinions matter.

You are important.

You are loved

I belleve you.

I believe in you.

This family wouldn't be the same
without you.

You are valuable.

You can say no.

You can say yes.

I know you did your best.

You were right.

1 accept who you are.

We can try your way.

You are helpful.

You are worth it.

You make me happy.

1love your creativity.

Being around you s fun.

| can't wait to hear about it.
Don't be afraid to be you.

You're making a difference

I'm excited to spend time with you
You are Interesting.

Ilove seeing the world your way.
It's good to be curious

1love the way you tell storles.
What you did was awesome.
Iadmire you.
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That's a great question.
Your friends are lucky to have you.
I trust you.

That was a really good choice.
Seeing you happy makes me
happy.

Being your parent is my favorite
Job.

I1earn new things from you every
day.

You make me better.

You are a good boy/girl.

Thank you for being you.

I'm 50 glad you're here.

You look great.

| understand you.

Watching you grow up is the best.
That was really brave.

I forgive you.

| appreciate you.

We all make mistakes.

Yes, me too.

You are very good at that!

You can try again tomorrow.
Nobody is perfect.

Iove how you sald that.

Not everyone will like you, and
that's OK.

You did that so well.

I'm listening.

That's a very fair point.

You are beautiful inside and out.
Ilove you.

| could never stop loving you

You are enough.

You make my heart full.




Closing Prayer:   Lord, help us to protect the children in our community.  Help us to stand up for the silent children who are being hurt in our community.  Help us to reach out to the families in our community.   Remind us that as Jesus calls the children to Him, we also should call the children to us in the life of the church; for the purpose of caring and loving them as Jesus loves them.  Amen. 

Words of Wisdom:    A child will make love stronger, days shorter, nights longer, bank accounts smaller, homes happier, and the future worth living for. 
Benediction: May we have the faith of a child.  May we have the innocence of a child’s heart.  May we walk with you like a child holds hands with their loving parents. Amen.  

Morning Prayer: April 22, 2018

1. George Stefano.  (Barb)

2. Mission trip this week to help rebuild two cabins at Epworth Forrest Camp in North Webster, Indiana. 

Morning Prayer:  

Lord this is the day that you have made, we come together to rejoice in you and your presence with us today in worship.   May your mercies and grace surround us each moment of every day.  We pray for those who need your healing hand today that you may attend to each need according to your will.  We pray for those who need support from a loss in their life.  May your presence and the fellowship of family and friends surround them with love and attention.  We pray for those who are looking for work or a change in career direction.   May you open the door of change for them to walk through that will be a clear sign of direction and goodness. 
 Lord, help us to protect the children in our community.  Help us to stand up for the silent children who are being hurt in our community.  Help us to reach out to the families in our community.   Remind us that as Jesus calls the children to Him, we also should call the children to us in the life of the church; for the purpose of caring and loving them as Jesus loves them.  

We cry out today for protection of children everywhere who go through neglect or abuse.  We ask for you to work in family situations to bring help and hope to those situations who need healing.   Thank you for the children, grand children and great grand children that fall into our care. They are a blessing in every way.  
Bring us together today to be a people of action and deeds to make a change in the life of the precious children in our community and state. Amen.  

