What does God want us to know in the midst of the Corona Virus Sickness?  (Pastor Bob Vale) 
Opening Prayer:  Heavenly Father; Worry and fear are not of Your heart. I John 4 reminds us that perfect love casts out all fear, and we pray Your perfect love upon the hearts of all those who are burdened with fear of this virus. Lord, we know with no doubt that You are bigger than the threat of anything, especially illnesses. Please comfort those who are living in fear, please free them from the bondage that anxiety creates within. Remind them that You are still on the Throne and that You are still in control. 

Fully rain down the serenity that comes only from the Prince of Peace. Help those who are living in unease to trust You in this time so that in times to come we may rest assured that You will be faithful to be with us until the end of age. 

We rest at the Throne of the Almighty such fears and cast them upon You (I Peter 5:7), for Your burden is Light and Your Yoke is easy (Matthew 11:30), we know You cover us with Your wings (Psalm 91:4). 

We pray for the La Porte community and our nation as we walk into this National Emergency.   We pray that as we shut things down, that this may slow down the corona virus, so that our Medical Community may come up with a vaccine.   It was learned yesterday that the first confirmed Coronavirus case has occurred in La Porte county.   May that person heal to a full recovery.  Be with us all as we walk through this time together.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 
  
Trust in God.    Psalm 91 says, “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” Surely God will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.”
Can I have enough faith that I won’t get the coronavirus if I’m a baptized Christian believer? Should I be sure that I’ll be safe as long as I pray? Will I not get sick if I go to church?  If that is so, then we would have to conclude that Christians couldn’t get sick from any disease or a plague. That doesn’t seem right.
The fact is, that the corona virus and many other diseases hit us all. Those of us who have been treated for cancer, heart problems, or many other ailments know this.  There is no spiritual curtain of protection for Christians.   The bible clearly says the sun rises and falls on the good and the bad and that it rains on the Godly as well as the ungodly.  (Matthew 5:45)
There was a man of God in the Bible who was upright and good.  His name was Job.   Job got sick…real sick, with boils and sores all over his body. Job lost his crops, his livestock and his children.  Job Lost Everything, but still trusted God. 

Last week liberal talk show host, Bill Mayer talked about the corona virus and quickly said, People get sick and people die, that’s what happens in life…I am sorry.   While this may seem calloused and insensitive, I think he is pretty much spot on. 
In my 25 years of pastoral ministry I have baptized hundreds of babies that have come into the world.  I have performed marriage ceremonies for hundreds of couples who fall in love.   I have ministered to countless families through both good times and bad times of their lives.  I have sadly performed hundreds of funerals for those who have lived a good and long life and are finally called back to heaven.  It has been my pastoral experience that people are born…live a good life…and then die.  That is life. However, the hope of Glory is to live in heaven with God forever when this life is over!
Have you ever heard this phrase from the Bible?  “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) It actually comes from the life of Job, who said this after loosing everything.  He also said, “Naked I came into the world and Naked I will return.”
This sobering remark from Job reminds us that we are not meant to live on this earth forever.  “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21)
Look at the 10 plagues from Moses in the book of Exodus. The first three plagues struck both the Egyptians and Israelites equally, the blood, the frogs and the gnats.  All people in both Egypt and the land of Goshen were affected.
But why would God want me or anyone to suffer or possibly even die? I think of what C.S. Lewis once said about pain, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain.”

The last time I saw the churches filled in America, was the two Sunday’s after 911, as our country suffered loss and was hurting from 911.  Do you remember? 

Suffering is God’s megaphone to wake up a deaf and sleeping world.” Sometimes I need God to shout at me too. Sometimes I need to be brought to my knees to remember what a helpless sinner I am and how much I need God’s grace and protection. Suffering makes me appreciate when I have no pain. 
Suffering motivates me to pray more, take my sins more seriously, and also want to get out of this world and get to heaven one day. Suffering shows me how weak and helpless I really am, and how much I really need God in my life.  Perhaps a powerful byproduct of the Corona virus is to draw us closer to God.
None of knows where this corona virus is going to go.  As of Friday, March 13, 2020, when I wrote this sermon, there were no confirmed cases of the corona virus in La Porte County.   There was only one confirmed case in neighboring St. Joseph county.   

However, medical experts are telling us it is coming to every community, within America.  It is just a matter of time.  

What is a Pandemic: A pandemic (from Greek πᾶν pan "all" and δῆμος demos "people") is a disease epidemic that has spread across a large region, for instance multiple continents, or worldwide.
Some of the pandemics we remember from history. 
The last was SARS: 
The HIV / Aids pandemic that began in 1976 in Africa and killed 36 million people worldwide. 

1968 the Hong Kong Flu killing one million people. 
1918 -1920 The Spanish flu killed upwards of 50 million people around the world with a mortality rate of 10 to 15%.

1346-1353 The Bubonic Plague killed upwards of 200 million people.  Perhaps killing a third of the world’s population at that time. 

On a brighter note:  The Corona Virus appears to have only a 2.5% mortality rate, and much less for younger people. Of the 7 billion people on the planet, 5,700 people have died from the coronavirus pandemic.

(Saturday) March 14, 2020; Yesterday it was officially announced that one person in La Porte Country has officially been diagnosed with the Coronavirus.  

Please realize that this is a serious situation in our nation.  The President of the United States has established a National Emergency for the country and not a National Complacency! We need to act and realize this is a disease that will affect all of us.  

What do we do…where do we go from here?

1. Pray.  Pray for God to heal those who are sick around the world.  Pray for those who have lost loved ones and pray that this corona virus will move on and away from us quickly.  Pray for our medical experts to find a vaccine for the corona sooner rather than later. 
2. Listen to the Medical Experts.  Use safe sanitary precautions. 

3. If you get sick, seek medical attention.

4. Listen to the government authorities on directions and safeguards for closings and actions to take or not to take.  

5. Don’t panic & Don’t Fear.  We will get through this as we have the others. 
6. Use this time to draw closer to God and to each other in support. 

7. Trust God through the storms of life:  Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding and in all your ways, acknowledge God, and the Lord will direct your paths.”

Closing Prayer: Dear God, You are the ultimate Healer. Father, we come before You to pray for those infected with this virus. We pray for not only their healing, but for them to be comforted while they heal. Lord, please eradicate every ounce of this virus from their bodies. Please heal every cell in their bodies, every infected part of their being. We pray for no lasting effects in their bodies from this illness. Father, please heal them inside and out and provide them with the medical care they need, with the medications they need, and with the healing not only physically but spiritually so that they may live life and life abundantly ahead.  In Jesus’ name, Amen
