La Porte Sermon: Pastor Bob Vale

Do you ever hear voices inside your head?
June 28th, 2020 Parking Lot Service

Sermon Quote: To hear God still small voice, you must turn down the volume of the world.  
Biblical Focus: I Samuel 3:10b “Then Samuel said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”
Liturgy:

God Speaks in the silence of our hearts. Listening is the very beginning of true prayer. 
Focus on God and not on your problems.   Listen to God and not on your insecurities.  Rely on God and not on your strength. 

Don’t allow the noise of the world, stop you from hearing the still small voice of God speaking to you. 

God speaks to those who take time to listen.  God listens to those who take time to pray. 

Scripture Lesson: I Samuel 3:1-12 3 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.  2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.  6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”  7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”  Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”  Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end.”
Video: The Voice Inside Your Head

The story of young Samuel and his mentor the high priest / prophet Eli, is an amazing story of listening to the still small voice of God. From our scripture passage; It took three times for both Eli and Samuel to realize that it was God who was trying to speak to him.   In the end, Samuel tells Eli the bad news about what God told him.  Eli had two evil sons: Hophni and Phinehas; who behaved badly. They were killed in battle on the same day. Eli died when he heard the news and Phinehas’s pregnant wife gave birth and died on the same day as well.   

Illustration:  Two Tin Cans and a String: Have a set of tin cans to show.   Do you remember trying to make a telephone of sorts out of two tin cans and a string tied between the two?   It actually worked a little bit if you kept the string tight and yelled loudly into the tin cans.   
Do you ever hear voices inside your head?  (You are Not Crazy if you do.)  

All of us do.  We are intellectual beings who think, reason, and speak back to ourselves, to decide the best words, actions and deeds to follow our thoughts, as well as the voices that are speaking to us inside. 

When we quietly think inside our heads, it is our conscience that speaks to us. Our conscience tells us to what to do, where to go, what not to do, what to say or what not to say.   

Important Question: Who or what guides our conscience?

Your Personal Conscience is really the “Voice of Your Intellect speaking back to you.”

It has been said that a Clear Conscience is a good pillow to sleep on.

It has also been said that a Guilty Conscience has No Accusers. (Guilt is to our spirit as pain is to our body!)   
How is your conscience today: Clear like the soft pillow or guilty like sleeping on a hard rock?
You can have a good conscience or a guilty conscience. 

Our Conscience is developed by Years of adolescent training, teaching, and lessons learned by your parents, grandparents, Sunday School Teachers, school teachers, television, culture, social media and others of influence coming out of the expanse of your traditions and life experiences. 

Can your Conscience be developed by a relationship with Jesus Christ? Yes, absolutely…if you listen to God.   

Is the Lord speaking to you?

Is the devil speaking to you?

We have all seen the pictures of both an angel and the devil speaking in the ear of someone trying to make a difficult decisions.  
The angel on the right side of the ear is telling us to do good things.  While the devil on the left side of the ear is telling us to have fun and do whatever feels good.   

I want us to watch a short video illustration about exactly that.   Trying to listen to the two voices inside our head.  

Watch video: The Voice Inside My Head. 

The question for today: Who are you going to listen to?

Are you going to follow the voice of the devil or the voice of the angel?

Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that seems to be right to a man, but in the end, it leads to death.”  
How to Hear The Voice of God:
Be Expectant: God is speaking all the time. We just need to learn to discern the Lord’s voice, and tune into God’s frequency. We should expect that God wants to speak to us and be eager to hear from Him when He does. We need to believe and expect God will speak to us just as He did with individuals throughout the Scriptures. It’s not a once in a lifetime conversation, it’s a daily ongoing one.  Jeremiah 33:3 says, He says, “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know”

Be Discerning:  We need to be aware that not all things we hear or receive are from God. There are many voices vying for our attention at any given time, but the three big voices to consider: God, Satan and ourselves. However, don’t let this intimidate you. Remember John 10:27 (“God’s sheep know his voice”.)  Know that we can learn to discern whose voice is speaking to us. We must patiently and quietly listen for the still small voice of God. (Know the Bible so you can understand the voice of God.) Remember what II Timothy 3:16-17 says, “Every Scripture has been written by the Holy Spirit, the breath of God. It will empower you by its instruction and correction, giving you the strength to take the right direction and lead you deeper into the path of godliness. Then you will be God’s servant, fully mature and perfectly prepared to fulfill any assignment God gives you (2 Timothy 3:16-17 The Passion Translation).
Be Available: Yes, God is speaking to us all the time, but we are often too busy to notice. We need to make ourselves available to hear from God. This means being intentional to set aside time for the Lord to speak to us. Part of being available is also being ready and willing to respond when God speaks to us. God longs to move His people in service towards doing good in a dark world. 
The Rewards: What are the rewards for listening and obeying the voice of God?
1. The Abundant Christian Life. John 10:10 Jesus tells us that He came give us life and to live it abundantly!”
Illustration: What is the abundant life? First, abundance is spiritual abundance, not material. In fact, God is not overly concerned with the physical circumstances of our lives. Second, eternal life, the life a Christian is truly concerned with, is not determined by duration but by a relationship with God. This is why, once we are converted and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are said to have eternal life already (I John 5:11-13)  Finally, a Christian’s life revolves around “growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18). This teaches us that the abundant life is a continual process of learning, practicing, and maturing, as well as failing, recovering, adjusting, enduring, and overcoming.
2. A Blessed Life. Psalm 1:1-3 says, “"Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of the sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.”
Illustration: Here is what I believe are the keys to a blessed life: God First, Love Your Neighbor, Do No Harm, Give Generously, Live Simply, Forgive Quickly, Be Kind Always!
3. Happiness and Joy.  (Nehemiah 8:10 says, “The Joy of the Lord is my strength.”)

Illustration: How can joy give strength? It can't! Joy can't! However, the joy of the Lord can! Nehemiah 8:10 tells the people to celebrate because : "....the joy of the LORD is your strength." God gives joy to His people! Here are a few ways that God does this: The joy of salvation, forgiveness, cleansing, adoption, etc. The joy of peace with God and the peace of God. The joy of fellowship and daily guidance. The joy of trusting God in all circumstances. The joy of God’s provision and faithfulness. The joy of serving Him, of having eternal purpose. The joy of answered prayer and looking back to see how wise God was in saying "No!" to some of those prayers. The joy of learning how God makes all things work together for good for His called, loved ones. The wonder of listening to God's voice in every line of His Holy Word. The joy of music, worthy poetry, God's creation. And much more........but I have to stop somewhere. I wonder how many examples you could give. Oswald J. Smith in his hymn, "Joy in Serving Jesus," shows us how joy gives strength: "There is joy in serving Jesus, as I journey on my way, joy that fills the heart with praises, every hour and every day. There is joy in serving Jesus, joy that triumphs over pain; fills my soul with Heaven's music, till I join the glad refrain. There is joy in serving Jesus, as I walk alone with God; 'tis the joy of Christ, my Savior, Who the path of suffering trod. There is joy in serving Jesus, joy amid the darkest night, for I've learned the wondrous secret, and I'm walking in the Light. There is joy, joy, joy in serving Jesus, Joy that throbs within my heart; every moment, every hour, as I draw upon His power, there is joy, joy, joy that never shall depart." It doesn't get any better than that! Selah! This joy may or may not give us physical strength; sometimes it gives us both, but it will give us Spiritual strength as we navigate through our time here on earth, on the way home to heaven. 
4. Eternity in heaven with God and family, who also worshiped the living God. I Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen or ear has heard what God has prepared for those who love Him.”  Heaven is going to be wonderful beyond compare!
Illustration: Don’t you wish heaven had visiting hours or days?   If heaven is going so wonderful and many of our family are going to be there, would it not be great to visit occasionally.   Instead of going to the Caribbean, perhaps you could take a few days and go up to heaven for a visit.  Wouldn’t that be wonderful.  
However, there is only one way to enter heaven….through death.  The Bible tells us that heaven awaits those who are Christians. (John 14)

One thing I have learned about heaven.  A person can go to heaven without riches, without high honors, without grand position in this world, without education or degrees, without family or friends.  But a person can never go to heaven without God in your life. 
Question:  Do you have God in your life today?  
Final Question:  How about you today?   Who’s Voice are you listening to?   God or the devil or yourself?

I want to encourage you do discern between the voices speaking to you and it will set your life course on a wonderful journey and adventure. 

Let’s Pray, Lord, help us to first listen to you.   Help us to turn down the volume of the world to become better listeners.   Just like Samuel, if we hear your voice calling, may we say, Here I am Lord, your servant is listening. Amen. 
Benediction:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.  Romans 15:13the 
Song: I hear the voice of God by Mark Manuel. I hear the voice of God. Calling out my name.  waiting patiently. But I have wandered oh so far, but with a shepherds heart. 
