La Porte Sermon: Dry Bones and Dead Hearts Come Alive!

Pastor Bob Vale (Written: March 29, 2020)
Laura Diangle: Song: Come Alive (Dry Bones)
Sermon Quote: Ezekiel 37:14 “I will put my spirit inside of you and you will come to life.”
Biblical Focus: Romans 8:6 “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

Liturgy: 

Pastor: But because of the Lord’s great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ, even when we were dead in transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved.  Ephesians 2:4-5 

Congregation: The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. Romans 8

Pastor: Jesus said, it is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  John 6:63

Congregation: Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  "But it is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. (Genesis 2:7 & Job 32)
Scripture Passage: Ezekiel 37:1-14 Dry Bones:  “The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”  I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”

Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 
Illustration:  Finding Deer Bones in the Woods:  I went mushroom hunting in the spring of the year. In hopes of finding fungus gold…the elusive Morell Mushrooms. Did you know that Morell Mushroom can cost up to $50 a pound?   I was lucky that day and found a good size bag of mushrooms.  But the more interesting find that day was the bones of a deer in the middle of the woods.  It was easy to see with its white bones and large antlers against the brown leaves of the forest ground.  As I studied my gruesome find, there were no tell-tale signs of how the deer had died, but just that its white dry bones were left for all to see.  
The size of the bones were huge, as well as the antlers.  I imagined how big and beautiful this creature had been when it was alive.  I wondered how old the deer would have been and what caused its demise.  However, this was the end for this deer.  Over time, even these old white bones would be eaten by the squirrels and other animals of the forest.   

My find that day of old dry bones reminded me of the story of the Prophet Ezekiel finding and entire valley of dry bones.  Human dry bones no less.  However, Ezekiel’s vision of hundreds of human bones, had a spiritual message for the people of Israel, whom he was the priest at the time. In fact, Ezekiel’s story of the dry bones even has a message for us today!

Today I want to talk to you about the vision of the Old Testament prophet named, Ezekiel.  

Who is Ezekiel: Ezekiel was a biblical prophet and priest of ancient Israel, who was stationed in Jerusalem and served in the temple.  However, most of his ministry was being a priest when Israel was overtaken and sent to Babylon as captives.   Ezekiel's ministry was conducted in both Jerusalem and Babylon in the first three decades of the 6th century.  There were three major visions that the prophet Ezekiel had.  One was the chariot in the storm, the second was the valley of dry bones and the third was that the temple in Jerusalem would one day be rebuilt.  Most of Ezekiel’s ministry was trying to get the people of Israel to trust God, in the midst of their exile and captive situation in Babylon, far away from their promised homeland. 

Ezekiel has been given an unusual preaching assignment. He’s brought by God’s Spirit to a valley full of dry bones. It is a scene of desolation and death. The bones are a gruesome image of sin and despair, and a grim reminder of defeat. These bones represent the nation of Israel, carried off to Babylon in captivity. 
It was a humiliating desecration for the body of a dead Jew to not be given a decent burial. I took my kids years ago to see the Gettysburg battlefield, and we saw the dignified graves of thousands of soldiers along with monuments to the units that fought that epic battle. But here in the middle of this desert valley, there are no grave markers. The fallen army is left on the battlefield, and their bones and skulls have bleached in the sun.

God tells Ezekiel to walk around this valley and get a good look. He then asks the prophet, “Can these bones live?” And Ezekiel, knowing that nothing is too hard for God wisely answers, “Lord, You alone know.” From a human point-of-view, the answer is obvious. But Ezekiel is not dealing with a limited deity. God tells him to “prophesy” to the bones, to proclaim a divine message…and he does. Nowhere do we see Ezekiel questioning God’s directive or thinking it odd. Ezekiel knows enough about to God to not second-guess Him. Nothing’s over till God says so…not even death.
Illustration: (True Story) I like to go fishing in a special place in South Carolina for catfish.  It is a big lake called Lake Moutrie, near Charleston, South Carolina.   Now Lake Moutrie has huge catfish that can weigh up to 100 pounds.  It also has huge alligators that can get over 12 feet long and weigh 700 pounds with big teeth!   There was a boat dock that everyone used at a Navy station called, Short Stay Recreation Area, on the east side of the lake. (September 17, 2007) One day a 59 year old man decided to go swimming and snorkeling at that boat dock.  Even through the signs clearly said…NO Swimming!   

As you may have guessed, he became the attention of a huge alligator.  The gator actually attacked him in the water and the violent display of screaming, blood and splashing water drew the attention of five ladies who were eating a picnic lunch at the park beside the boat launch.  

As a result of the violent attack by the giant alligator, the man’s arm was torn off, yet he some how was able to make it to shore, where these five ladies tried to pull him out of the water.   There was not much time left for this man as he was bleeding profusely from his arm being torn off. 

You are not going to believe this, but guess what the occupation of these five ladies were?  They were hospital nurses.    They went to action immediately to save the man’s life.  They helped to stop the bleeding by putting ice and pressure on his wound, called 911 and the man’s life was saved.  
What are the odds?  What are the odds that five hospital nurses would have been there eating their picnic lunch when a man’s life was in extreme danger from an Alligator attack?   God was watching out for that fella…and it was just not his time.   God knows when its our time to end this life and go into heaven. 

Ezekiel preaches…to the dry bones in the desert: 

You may recall the spiritual gospel song: “Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, now hear the word of the Lord!” 
Ezekiel gets a response! The bones lament, they cry out, “our hope is gone; we are cut off” (Ezek. 37:11). They’ve been separated from the life-giving presence of God. This aptly describes the human condition. 
Illustration:  (Spring 2020)  Corona Virus Separation:  During our isolation and separation from each other and the church, that was closed for weeks on end, we may have felt like those dry bones.   We felt separated and cut off from our Christian brothers and sisters, because we could not go to church for fear of the spread of the corona virus.  Some of us may have felt spiritually separate from God during those days. However, God was with us and is with us, even when we fell separated. 
Some people purposely separate themselves from God.  They become Spiritual Hermits, living on an Island of isolation and not wanting anything to do with God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and definitely don’t want anything to do with Christians.  They pull away from God from their own pointed decisions.  Call them Atheist, call them Agnostics, call them angry with God because of the pitfalls of the life journey they are on, call them stubborn or stiff necked, call them just lazy and don’t care or want to care.  

It takes a choice to follow God in America and as many churches as there are in America…it takes a clear choice to not follow God. 
The people I have just described are the dry bones in the desert of faith! 

The Apostle Paul tells us that apart from God we are spiritually “dead in our transgressions and sins” (Eph 2:1-2). We’re not merely sick, but dead. Only God can raise the dead. Paul assures us, “Though you were dead in your sins…God has made you alive with Christ” (Col 2:13). On the Cross our Savior took on our sins and was cut off for them, taking our punishment. And like those dry bones in the valley, Jesus burst forth from the tomb with resurrection power.

When we proclaim God’s word, anything is possible. The New Testament says that all Scripture is “living and powerful” (Heb 4:12); it imparts new life (I Pet 1:23). Jesus declared, “The words I speak to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). We read the life-giving Word of God, not to stuff information into our brains, but to transform our lives. When was the last time the Bible made a difference in your life?
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As Ezekiel preaches, the bones come together and takes on flesh, yet without life. The bones are revived in two stages, similar to the creation of Adam in Genesis--first the body, then the breath. So Ezekiel next preaches to the wind. The “four winds” (Ezek.37:9) is an expression for the four corners of the world. Scientists say that, while the earth is round, there are four corners geographically. In this context, it means “from every direction.” The Spirit of God then enters these bodies, giving them life, raising them up.
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The power of the Holy Spirit in a Christian:  The point in this part of the story, is that the bones are now connected and now also have muscle and skin on the bones, they are complete.  However, there is no air or life in them….they are still dead.
These bodies need the breath of God inside of them.  Once the wind enters their bodies, they come back to life.  

Taking in Pure Oxygen Professional Football Players:  Have you ever seen huge muscular professional football players in the middle of a game standing on the sidelines breathing in pure oxygen? Why do they do that?  They do that to get the pure oxygen into their lunges and into their blood stream, which gives them more energy and power to play the game.  

The same is true with us. We need the pure power of the holy spirit inside of us. In turn this gives us new life and power to live the victorious Christian life.  Occasionally in the game of life, we need to call on God and ask for more power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
I have met Christians who are what Paul called in Romans; who are simply dead in their faith.  (They are like the dry bones in the desert.)   They need the Holy Spirit or pure oxygen of their faith to be a part of their life.   They need to invite the fresh wind of the Holy Spirit to activate their faith.  

Is that you today?

Do you believe in God…but you feel powerless, alone, dead in your faith?

I want to encourage you to ask God to breathe new life into your spiritual walk.  
I remind you of the biblical focus for today our of the book of Romans: Romans 8:6 “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.
In closing: There is a powerful song by a new Christian artist called, “Come Alive.”  (Lauren Daigle)

The song is about our passage of scripture today and the valley of Dry bones.   

The words of the song are asking us to come alive!

Come Alive (Dry Bones) by Lauren Daigle

Through the eyes of men, it seems there's so much we have lost.
As we look down the road, where all the prodigals have walked.
One by one the enemy has whispered lies and led them off as slaves.

But we know that you are God; yours is the victory.
We know there is more to come that we may not yet see.
So with the faith you've given us; We'll step into the valley unafraid, yeah.

(Chorus:) As we call out to dry bones come alive, come alive.
We call out to dead hearts come alive, come alive.
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise.
We call out to dry bones, come alive.

God of endless mercy god of unrelenting love 
Rescue every daughter bring us back the wayward son
And by your spirit breathe upon them show the world that you alone can save.
You alone can save  (Back to Chorus)

So breathe, oh breath of god; Now breathe, oh breath of god
Breathe, oh breath of god now breathe; Breathe, oh breath of god.
Now breathe, oh breath of god. Breathe, oh breath of god, now breathe.

 Songwriters: LAUREN DAIGLE, MICHAEL FARREN

Come Alive (Dry Bones) by Lauren Daigle

                   Am
(Verse #1)  Through the eyes of men, it seems there's so much we have lost.

F
As we look down the road, where all the prodigals have walked.
Dm                                                                                             F        G
One by one the enemy has whispered lies and led them off as slaves.

                   Am

(Verse # 2) But we know that you are God; yours is the victory.
F
We know there is more to come that we may not yet see.
Dm                                                                                               F            G
So with the faith you've given us; We'll step into the valley unafraid, yeah.

                     F                                               C                 G
(Chorus:) As we call out to dry bones come alive, come alive.
F                                                   C               G
We call out to dead hearts come alive, come alive.
F                                        Am   G       F                                    
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise.     

F                     G                        C
We call out to dry bones, come alive.

                       Am

(Verse Two)  God of endless mercy god of unrelenting love 
F
Rescue every daughter bring us back the wayward son
Dm                                                                                                               F
And by your spirit breathe upon them show the world that you alone can save.
                        G
You alone can save  (Back to Chorus)
                     Dm                                             F
(Bridge)  So breathe, oh breath of god; Now breathe, oh breath of god
Am                                           G
Breathe, oh breath of god now breathe; (Times 4…then go to Chorus)


Let’s Pray, Lord we thank you for second chances…let us learn from our first mistake and not waste the second change.  Give us the courage and strength to offer our neighbor a second chance.  Because God forgave us, let us forgive others. Amen. 
Words of Wisdom:  Life always offers us a second chance…it is called, Tomorrow. 

Benediction & Blessing: May the God of Hope & Reconciliation offer us all a life of grace & mercy.  May the Lord bless in ways that are life changing in the weeks and months ahead.  May God bless us all until we meet again. Amen. 
Order of Worship for May 3rd, 2020

Prelude: Mike Gillock or Rose Marie Dure

Welcome and Biblical Focus:  Pastor Bob Vale

Announcements:  Teri Burkhart

Liturgy:  Tim and Sharon Welty

Hymn: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms. (# 133) Pastor Bob 
Children’s Sermon: Megan Nearn

Worship Song: Peter & Mary Kay Steele

Pastoral Prayer for the People and Lord’s Prayer: Pastor Bob Vale

Introduction of the Lord’s Tithes & Our Offerings: Teri Burkhart.

Special Music:  Choir, Rose Marie Dure or Mike Gillock

Doxology:  Pastor Bob & Teri Burkhart

Scripture Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Jim and Kitty Maurer)

Sermon:  Dry Bones in the Desert:  Pastor Bob Vale

Praise Song:  Dry Bones by Laura Daigle (Words on Screen)

Closing Hymn: On Eagles Wings (# 143 in the Methodist Hymnal.)

Benediction: Pastor Bob Vale

Special Music Prelude:  Mike Gillock or Rose Marie Dure

