La Porte Sermon: Father’s Day June 21st, 2020

Pastor Bob Vale: La Porte First United Methodist Church

Words of Wisdom: "I gave my father $100 and said, “Buy yourself something that will make your life easier.” So, he went out and bought a present for my mother."
Biblical Focus: Proverbs 23:22 “Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old.”
Liturgy: 

Leader: “The righteous lead blameless lives; blessed are their children after them.” Proverbs 20:7

Congregation:  “Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.” Psalm 103:13

Leader:  “Raise up a child in the way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6

Congregation:  “Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old.” Proverbs 23:22

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 127:13 “Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth.  How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them; They will not be ashamed When they speak with their enemies in the gate.”
Today is Father’s Day.  A Day we honor our fathers.  In most of our minds our dads were just the best.   He was the biggest, strongest, fastest, and best dads ever!   I remember getting into verbal contest with who had the strongest or best dad.  It sounded something like this:

Three of my friends were boasting about how fast our fathers were. The first friend said, "My Dad's so fast he can shoot an arrow and run and catch it before it hits the target." The second friend said, "Well, my Dad works on high-rise buildings. He's so fast he can drop a brick of the veranda of the tenth story; and run down and catch it before it hits the ground." "So what!" said the third friend stated. "My Dad works for the City Council. He's so fast that he finishes work at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, but gets home by 2:30 in the afternoon." 
What does it take to be a father?

What does it mean to be a father?

What do I need to do to be a good father?

These are all good questions men have just before or after they have their first child.   
I don’t think any of us fathers ever forget the weight of responsibility in becoming a father.  I remember it like yesterday when my first Child Rebecca was born.  I asked the Lord to help me become a good father. 

Using the word Father, I have come up with a meaningful Acronym that I believe will help us understand how to be a better father. 

F: Faithful to God and Family to teach the Faith to His Children. 

A father needs to be faithful to God, faithful to his family and faithful in raising his children.  Proverbs 20:7 says, “The righteous lead blameless lives; blessed are their children after them.”
Dad’s if you want to be a faithful man of God to your children; do the following. 

1. Love the Lord your God will all your heart, soul and mind. 

2. Love your wife is one of the greatest gifs you can give your children. 

3. Spend quality time with your children. Make time for them!

Illustration: Charles Francis Adams, son of President John Quincy Adams and grandson of President John Adams, kept a diary. One day he entered: “Went fishing with my son today—a day wasted.”

His son, Brook Adams, also kept a diary, which is still in existence. On that same day, Brook Adams made this entry: “Went fishing with my father—the most wonderful day of my life!” The father thought he was wasting time while fishing with his son, but his son saw it as an investment of time.

The only way to tell the difference between wasting and investing is to know one’s ultimate purpose in life and to judge accordingly.

A: Anchor in good and bad times. 

An Anchor is a useful tool for a boat in fast rushing water or in a storm.  Unfortunately in life, there will be storms and fast rushing waters.  Father’s need to be an anchor of help, guidance and support to our children in the midst of these storms of life. Psalm 103:13 says, “Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.”

Illustration: Dr. James Dobson told the story of when he was about 3 three years old. He said they lived in a one-bedroom apartment and his little bed was located beside his parents’. His Dad said it was not uncommon during that time to awaken at night and hear a little voice whispering, "Daddy? Daddy?"

He would answer quietly, "What, Jimmy?"  Then I would reply, "Hold my hand!"

My dad would reach across the darkness and grope for my little hand, finally engulfing it in his. He said the instant he encompassed my hand, my arm would become limp and my breathing deep and regular. I had gone back to sleep.

You see, I only wanted to know that he was there!
Dad, maybe that is all we need to be for our children…an anchor…a presence that our children know we are there for them in the darkness. 

T: Teacher. Proverbs 22:6 “Raise up a child in the way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not depart from it.”
Father’s; we don’t need to be geniuses to be a good teacher to our children. 

Illustration: I remember when my oldest son was about four or five years old.  He was full of questions.  Daddy, why is the sky blue, how can fish breathe under water, what is the sun made up of, what is your favorite dinosaur, daddy can you smell me from here?  And my favorite question from Joshua, daddy, what do you want to be when you grow up? 
Most of the time I just did my best to answer as best I could, or I would say, that is a great question for your mother when we get home.   What I was most glad about was the fact that Joshua continued to ask me questions to want to learn.  I did my best to answer him as much as possible. It’s just what a dad is suppose to do. 
H: Helper: There is a big difference between helping and doing everything for your child as a father.  The results are huge.  Our children need to struggle a bit, to grow and get stronger.   There is a delicate balance between helping when they really need help and allowing them to grow from the struggling experience.  

Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
Illustration:  Nancy and I have backyard chickens:  Did you know that you should never help a baby chick out of its shell when it is breaking out to be hatched?   The process of the baby chick struggling to chip away at the shell and stretch to break the shell, actually gives the chick its strength, if you help it out of its shell, it will become very weak and perhaps die. 

I wonder if there is some truth in that bird hatching metaphor as we raise our children.  If parents do everything for them and they don’t struggle, will they be weaker.  Does it build strength and character when they struggle through common life events.    I believe so. 

E: Encourager: This in my opinion is one of the greatest things a father can do for his child….Encourage!!!  

Illustration:  Professional baseball has been played in America since 1875, but on September 14, 1990, something happened that has never happened before or since. Late in his career, Ken Griffey, Sr., who had been a key member of the World Series champion Cincinnati Reds years before, was signed by the Seattle Mariners. His son Ken Griffey, Jr. was just starting his major league career. In the first inning of a game against the Angels, Griffey, Sr. hit a home run to left center field. His son followed him to the plate and hit another home run to almost exactly the same spot. It was the only time a father and son had hit back-to-back home runs in baseball history. Ken Griffey, Jr. said later that his father greeted him at home plate by saying, “That’s how you do it, son!”
How many times do you think Ken Griffey sr. encouraged his son to hit a baseball?  Probably thousands of times. There are few joys that can compare to seeing our children and grandchildren succeed. Whether it’s on a ball field, at a music recital, in an academic competition, or, most importantly, in a spiritual setting, seeing a child demonstrate character and competence is a true pleasure. But this victory is not something that just happens. Every right performance, every victory over temptation, every accomplishment is the result of parent encouraging their children to do the right thing.  
 R: Role Model:  I believe Joseph the father of Jesus was the best father in the Bible by far.   Look at who he raised…Jesus Christ.  One of Jesus best qualities was humility.   Do you know how many times we hear Joseph speak in the Bible?  None!  Absolutely, not a word.  But Joseph is mentioned in all four gospels.   

1. Joseph was the silent strength of a father who adopted a son that was not his. 

2. Joseph took the hit for Mary when he found out she was pregnant while they were engaged; “Joseph chose to divorce Mary quietly’ and allow himself to look as if he walked away and abandoned the child.  

3. Joseph protected the family by listening to God and taking them to safety to Egypt, away from King Herod who wanted to kill Jesus. 

4. Joseph took his son to church…to the temple when Jesus was 12 years old. 

5. The Bible says that Jesus grew in stature and in wisdom…. This comes from Good parenting. Luke 2:52
Closing Illustration about fathers: Video Clip: Playtime with dad by beamerfilms.
Dads don’t have to be perfect.   A loving dad is a keeper!

Let’s Pray; May God bless all our dad’s…Past…Present…and Future.  Amen. 

Benediction:  (Irish Blessing: May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at your back.May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft upon your fields; And until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
 For the bulletin: 
The ABC’s of being a good father. 

A - Always trust them to God’s care
B - Bring them to church
C - Challenge them to high goals
D - Delight in their achievements
E - Exalt the Lord in their presence
F - Frown on evil
G - Give them love
H - Hear their problems
I - Ignore not their childish fears
J - Joyfully accept their apologies
K - Keep their confidence
L - Live a good example before them
M - Make them your friends
N - Never ignore their endless questions
O - Open your home to their visits
P - Pray for them by name
Q - Quicken your interest in their spirituality
R - Remember their needs
S - Show them the way of salvation
T - Teach them to work
U - Understand they are still young
V - Verify your statements
W - Wean them from bad company
X - expect them to obey
Y - Yearn for God’s best for them
Z - Zealously guide them in biblical truth—Anonymous
