La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Amos) # 8

Famous Amos Goes to Bethel to preach against an evil king.

By Pastor Bob Vale

Sermon Quote: God has given us two hands.  One hand to serve ourselves, and the other hand to serve others. 
Biblical Focus: Amos 5:24; "But let justice roll down like a river; and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
Liturgy: Serve the poor and needy out of your blessings!
Leader: Jesus answered and said unto them: If you have two coats, give one away to the person who does not have a coat; and if you have meat, let that person also do likewise. Luke 3:10-11

Congregation: Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:16
Leader: Give to everyone who asks you for something. Don’t turn anyone away who wants to borrow something from you. Matthew 5:42

Congregation: The one who is gracious to the poor lends to the LORD, and the LORD will repay him for his good deed. Proverbs 19:17
Scripture Lesson: Amos 5:10-12 “There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the truth.  11 You levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their grain.  Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine. 12 For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.”
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the worship services. 
Great overview video of the Book of Amos:  https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=amos&view=detail&mid=D1CF44183BCDB9167A76D1CF44183BCDB9167A76&FORM=VIRE
Amos started out as a shepherd and a fig tree farmer. 

Then he became a prophet of God.  (Famous Amos: He became famous because he preached against the King of the Northern Kingdom: Jeroboam II, going directly to the city of Bethel where two golden calves have been set up for people to worship false gods.) Let’s not forget this is the Jewish King asking people to worship a false god.  Unusual!!!
The time setting for Amos is about the year 760 BC, about the time of the founding of the Roman empire. It is about 100 years after the ministry of two famous Old Testament prophets; Elijah and Elisha. The nation of Israel has been divided for about 160 years. About 200 years before the glory days of David and Solomon. 

But now these are the days of sin and corruption. Israel had split into a northern kingdom, called Israel, and a southern kingdom called Judah. In the north, you’ll remember, King Jeroboam set up two golden calves, idols, so the people could worship these false idols instead of going south to Jerusalem to worship Yahweh, creator of the universe. 

The kings of the North were all evil, and years later, another king, Ahab, introduced idol worship, causing Israel to turn from worshiping Yahweh, or Jehovah, the Lord, and to worship Baal and Ashtaroth. Worship at idol temples, worship involving mutilation, temple prostitution, and all types of perversion. The king is Jeroboam II in 760 B.C. 

Amos predicts that in just 40 years, the northern kingdom of Israel will be no more - it will be invaded, sacked, and destroyed by the Assyrian nation. The people will be starved, besieged, impaled, raped, mutilated, and taken out of their land and scattered across Asia. But before all that happens, God gives the Jewish people several warnings from the prophets.
The 8th century B.C. may have been a great time to be alive. In both Judah and Israel, there was great wealth and unparalleled optimism. Israel was at the height of its material power and prosperity. King Jeroboam expanded his kingdom through wars.  It must have seemed like the golden age under Solomon had returned. Many Israelites could afford summer and winter residences, and houses were adorned with ivory, gold and silver. All types of religion flourished, people thronged to the annual festivals, sacrifices were made and God (they thought) was on their side. 
Problem # 1: The people were trying to worship both God and other false religions.   

House Divided:  There was a time when two of my children were attending college at two great Indiana institutions.   My daughter was going to Purdue to get her civil engineering degree and my son was going to Indiana University to get his degree in law enforcement.  As college sports go, we were a house divided.  Should I root for Purdue basketball or I.U. basketball?  Should we wear the jersey and hat of Purdue or Indiana university when attending their football games?  How could I be 100% for one team or the other and not fully support the college our children were attending.  We were a house divided. 

So also, the nation of Israel was a house divided when it came to worship.   They were worshiping the many gods of the region and not solely worshipping the one true God, Yahweh.   The Bible tells us that a “house divided cannot stand.”  (Mark 3:25)
By the way, when I was younger growing up not far from Notre Dame country, I was an I.U. basketball fan in the winter and a Norte Dame football fan in the fall.  Today I still attend both Chicago White Sox’s games and Chicago Cubs game and cheer them both on as I wear their jerseys.  I love both teams and what they stand for.  They way I look at it, teams are like friends, and it is good to have more than one friend. 
The Problem # 2: The rich were ripping off the poor. Corruption was the norm and the justice system was nonexistent. In spite of being a time of plenty and great wealth, there was social injustice in the land, moral decay, and a general disregard for God.
It was a time of great self-indulgence, corruption, complacency, and religious indifference. Those who were well-off ignored the needs of those less fortunate. The people Amos was sent to serve didn’t feel a sense of accountability to God. The Hebrew people were Gods elect--chosen to be a holy people, part of Gods family, but they were acting like proud entitled kings and queens.  Gods covenant with Israel stipulated loyalty to Him and the Law.  Not to false idols.  
How could they worship both the true God and other false gods at the same time?   Don’t they know they serve a very jealous god?

Is it all that different in our American culture?  Some Christians in America feel it is ok to participate on some level with other religions.     I cannot tell you how many times I have heard Christians say, “There are many different religions that will lead you to god…not just Christianity.”   I realize that our God is still a jealous God and Jesus clearly tells us that a house divided cannot stand.   

Yet, some American Christians are ok with serving in multiple religions.  It is called “Fruit Salad Theology.”   A little of this religion and a little of that religion.   Its ok to be a Christian and dip your toe into Buddhism, Muslim teachings, Wicca, or other new age religions that are prevalent today.   

In America our openness to multiculturalism is a good thing.   It is wonderful to be a part of an America that has people from all around the world from different nations and cultures to be a part of the melting pot of America.  However, that same philosophy of many different religions worshiped by one people, is not good according to the Bible.   

Let me remind you that the first two of the 10 commandments are about serving only God and not other false gods in this world.   

Jesus said this in John 14:6 “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
As your pastor, I don’t apologize for this verse or interpretation.   Jesus said it and I believe it.   
Problem # 2: Materialism: Does this sound like us in America today? When the economy is up, when inflation is down, when we’re not at war, when we have job security, when our bank accounts look great, we can neglect our spiritual growth (or if we’re too busy trying to get material things).
Over the past 100 years the number one God in America culture has been Materialism. No question about it.  We are hooked on getting rich and collecting possessions of all kinds.  
Comfort and wealth may well be the devil’s greatest weapon, resulting in self-reliance and keeping people from making God top priority in life. To a people embracing the idolatry of materialism came the prophet Amos. 
Amos warned the comfortable in Amos 6:1- “Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria!” And this is the first lesson we learn from Amos:

*Beware of Complacency About Sin.
We need to be careful of thinking that because we come to church and “worship” that our sins are okay.  Just going to church no more makes you a good Christian than sitting in your garage at home makes you an automobile. 
The first message of Amos is to Beware of Complacency About Sin.

What exactly were the sins of the Jews?

2:4 - They had rejected the law of God, and had not followed God’s word.

2:4 - they turned to following false gods and idols: Two golden calves.
2:7 - they had abused and misused the poor

2:8 - they found their pleasure at the expense of others

2:12 - they promoted a religion that was acceptable to modern society
Here is a materialistic, self-centered culture who has empty worship and little time for following God’s ways. And it is very similar to our nation today. Let’s learn from Amos not to be complacent about our sins: individually, or as a nation. But the second reminder of Amos is this:

The Prophet Amos is also upset that the people of Israel, have stopped caring for the poor.   In all their wealth and blessings, they have forgotten to care and share to the poor. 
They have become a selfish “want-more” people.  

Jesus talked a lot about caring for the poor.  However, so are there writings in the Old Testament that depicting a call to care for the poor? 

Proverbs 19:17 says, "He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done." 
Leviticus 23:22 "When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God." 
Leviticus 19:10 "Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God." 
Proverbs 14:31 "He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God." 
Proverbs 22:9 "A generous person will be blessed, when they share their food with the poor." 

Isaiah 49:6 says that the people of Israel were to be a light to the nations. Yet, because of their selfishness in the wake of their wealth, they were darkness where light needed to be. 
Amos warns the people of Israel to the North about not caring for the poor in Amos 5:11 “You levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine.” 
The Prophet Amos is clearly upset with the wealthy taking advantage of the poor. It appears the poor are being taxed on the gleaning of grain from the donations of others. 

In other words, a land-owner is giving the excess grain or crops that are left over or around the edges of their fields to the poor, and the government is still taxing the free grain they are getting from gleaning.   

That would be like the poor going to a homeless shelter and after they eat their soup kitchen meal; which is donated and free. The government charges them a tax or fee for the free donated meal that was provided them.  (How Cheap!)
Amos goes on to say to the wealthy:  Amos 5:12 “For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins.  There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.”

There seems to be a lot of corruption going on here for the sake of MONEY!!!
1. Oppressing the innocent. 

2. Taking Bribes.

3. Depriving the poor of Justice in the Courts.  
Corruption is being pointed out by their spiritual leader. (Famous Amos)
Amos wanted Justice for all people:  Perhaps the most famous verse in the book of Amos is found in chapter 5:24; "But let justice roll down like a river; And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
(John 12:8) Jesus said there will always be the poor. 

(Matthew 25) Jesus also said that when we see a thirsty person, give them water in my name. 

When we see a person needing clothing, buy them clothing. 

When we see a person who is hungry, give them food. 
When the stranger needed a place to sleep…give them a place to stay!

When we as Christians do this for the Least of These (Matthew 25) God is very pleased and welcomes us into heaven and thanking us for caring for the poor. (This is called Social Justice…or caring for the poor & needy.)

Nearly every large town in America has a homeless shelter to care for the homeless and poor.   South Bend has two of them.  The Hope Rescue Mission and the Center for the Homeless.  I have served at both and both are wonderful and needed. 
As your pastor, I want you to know how proud I am that we as a church focus part of our gifts and offerings to the poor.    

We take up a communion offering once a month specifically for the poor in our church and community. 

Hundreds of Clothes Line Cards are taken by our church people to help provide needed clothing for children at our elementary schools. 
This past Christmas we sent out over 1,500 shoe gift boxes to children in third world countries. Each of those shoe boxes cost about $20 to fill. You do the math on that. ($30,000 worth of shoe box gifts leaving our church to out into the world.)
We have given funds to local charities such as the family advocacy program, Harmony House, Habitat for Humanity, Salvation Army Meals, the Pax Center, The Gifts Incentive Program for those who are trying to get off of opioids addictions.

We have sent mission teams and money to help the hurting in Baton Rouge, Houston, Red Bird Mission, Guatemala, and the children’s home in Tapachula, Mexico.  We also paid to drill a new clean water well for a village in Burkina Faso, Africa. Blessings 400 people in that remote village.  

We give money each month to the local La Porte First Steps program in our community, to help the poor with money for electric or heat bills. 

We gave money to the new homeless shelter in Michigan City.  
As your pastor, I cannot tell you how many individuals I have helped with the pastor’s emergency fund over the past four years.  

Look up other bread pan local offerings. 

Folks, we are certainly helping the poor in our community. Could we do more?  Probably, but you need to know that we are doing our part to make a difference for Christ in our community.  

Organized Religion:  When people say they are not a fan of organized religion…they need to hear this to know that to be organized in our faith with other Christians in our faith, allows us to do more together than we can do by ourselves.    

If there is a major lesson to be learned from the Prophet Amos here it is: As Christians, who are blessed with much…may we care for the poor wherever they may be found.  May justice flow down like a never ending rushing river. 
Prayer: Heavenly father, open our eyes to the needs of the poor.   May we use our influence and talents to bring justice to our community like a mighty rushing river. May we worship you only as the true living God in the universe. Amen. 
Wisdom Quote: “A society that has more justice, is a society that needs less Charity.”  (Ralph Nadar)
Benediction: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)
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