La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Ezekiel) # 4

Pastor Bob Vale
Powerful song by Laura Daigle called, “Come Alive (Dry Bones)
Sermon Quote:  The disciple Peter denied Christ three times. Peter Repented. God Forgave. Peter became the leader of the new church and was later crucified upside down for preaching about Jesus.   Look forward to seeing Peter in heaven one day.  “Thank God for Second Chances!” 
Biblical Focus:  Ezekiel 37:3 God asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

Liturgy:  (Bible Characters who experienced 2nd Chances from God.)
Leader: Jonah & Samson in the Old Testament were given second chances by God. 

Congregation: Thank God for second chances. 

Leader: The disciple Peter after denying Christ was given a second chance by God.

Congregation: Thank God for second chances. 

Leader: Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree was given a second chance by God.

Congregation: Thank God for second chances. 

Leader: The Apostle Paul was given a second chance by God. 

Congregation: Thank God for Second chances. 

Leader: We are all given second chances, through Jesus sacrifice on the Cross!

Leader: Thank God for Second chances!

 Scripture Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose music.

The book of Ezekiel begins with a bang as the prophet reveals the heavens opening to unveil a vision of God. The prophet wastes no time dropping his readers right into the thick of the life and times of Judah immediately following the fall of Jerusalem.
Ezekiel is among another Old Testament prophet saddened and broken hearted by a Jewish people who have forgotten and for the most part, stopped worshiping the Lord.   They have lost their homeland, their beautiful temple in Jerusalem and their freedom.  They are a lost people and Ezekiel is their prophet calling out to them to come alive and worship God again. 

Ezekiel was among the many Jews exiled to Babylon; (Modern day Iraq) by King Nebuchadnezzar in 597 b.c., and there among the exiles he received his call to become a prophet (Ezekiel 1:1-3). Ezekiel was married (see Ezekiel 24:15-18), lived in a house of his own (see Ezekiel 3:24:8:1) and along with his fellow exiles, though confined to Babylonia, had a relatively free existence there.

Ezekiel came from a priestly family and therefore was eligible to serve as a priest. As a priest and prophet, he was called to minister to those in exile, away from their homeland and captives in Babylon 
When we think of the book of Ezekiel, we remember two events. 

1. When Ezekiel saw the vision of God in the sky & of the Wheel within a wheel.  This is also where Ezekiel received his call to become a Priest.  

2. When Ezekiel saw the vision of the dry bones in the desert and understood its meaning. (Ezekiel 37:1-14)
Today for our sermon purposes, I would like to focus on the story of the vision Ezekiel had about the Dry Bones in the Desert and God speaking to him.

Ezekiel 37:1-14  “1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
Have you ever been in a bad place in your life?  
One would have to ask why God was taking this prophet to a valley full of dry dead bones. 
God brought Adam to the beautiful Garden of Eden. 

God brought David to the green valley with steams of water. 

God brought Moses to the top of Mount Sinai to meet him there.

Yet, God brought Ezekiel to a valley of dead dry bones. 

Let’s read some more. 
Ezekiel 37:2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
The Lord wanted Ezekiel to take in the complete view of perhaps thousands of dead people who became dead dry bones.  The bones were very dry…which meant that the bones had been there for a long time, baking in the hot sun.   Just like Israel had abandoned God for a long time and were dead in their faith. 

Ezekiel 37:3 God asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
Because the Prophet Ezekiel was in Exile away from Jerusalem, away from the Holy Temple and away from his homeland of Israel, he knew exactly what the meaning and significance of this dry dead bones vision was all about.  The dead dry bones represented Israel itself; because they refused to worship the one true God, the people had become dead in their faith and ultimately dead to God.  
Illustration: There was a old wise Indiana chief, who was often given perplexing situations to decide upon, within the Indian village population.  One time there was a young Indiana who wanted to trick the old wise Indian chief with a perplexing question.   

When there was a large crowd of village Indians gathering, The young Indian man came to the wise old Indiana chief with a tiny sparrow bird claps within his hands.   The first question the young Indian asked the old Indian Chief was, “what is in my hand?”   About that time, the young sparrow let out a small chirp exposing what may be in the young Indian’s hands.   The wise old Indian chief quickly responded back, I believe you have a small bird in your hands.  

Frustrated, the young Indian said, yes, but then he asked a rather odd question to the wise Indian chief. He asked the chief, “is the small bird in my hand dead or alive?” 

If the wise old chief responded with the bird is dead, the young Indian would open his hands and let the bird fly away, revealing the old chief was wrong, and not as wise as everyone thought.  If the wise old Indian chief said the bird was alive, the young Indian would crush the small bird in his hands and reveal a dead bird when he opened his hands to the village people.  Either way the Indiana chief responded, the young Indiana wanted to humiliate the wise Indian chief in front of all the village people. 
The wise old Indian chief starred into the eyes of the young Indian for a moment, and paused.  Then he stated to the young Indian in a clam assuring voice, “the answer to your question is in your hands.”

With that response from the wise old Indian chief, the younger Indian knew he had been out foxed.   He opened his hands to let the small sparrow fly away and told the wise Indian chief, you are truly wise!

The dry bones story is similar, in that Ezekiel knew that the answer to the future of the defiant Hebrew people was only in God’s hands.  

God asked the Prophet Ezekiel, “Can these dry bones live?”   I like Ezekiel’s answer back to God.  “Only You Sovereign Lord know the answer to that question?”   In other words, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  (Lord’s Prayer)
Ezekiel knows that God could quickly decide to choose another people to call his children.   I am sure he was hoping that God would give his children Israel another chance. 

How many of you are thankful for second chances from God?  Or third or fourth chances or 50th chances from God?  I am!

Ezekiel 37:4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”
The Lord is doing what He so often does…God makes the first move towards forgiveness, restoration and reconciliation.  The Lord wants a loving relationship with his people.  God is telling His people through the prophet Ezekiel what the contract will be.   I will bring you back to me and give you new life and you will know that I am God. 
God made the first move in our sinfulness to send his only Son, Jesus Christ to forgive us.   

Listen to this famous verse: Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
The Lord did not wait until we got our act together to offer a loving relationship with us.   
That would be like saying: 
Before you can join the track team, you have to run a 4 minute mile. 

Before you can join the basketball team you have to dunk the ball.

Before you can join the swim team you have to swim faster than Olympiad, Michael Phelps.

The Lord says he will accept us even if we can’t run a mile at all, God wants to be on our team even if we can’t even dribble the basketball, and the Lord jumps in the swimming pool of our life, and says, “Jump in, The Water is Fine!” 
God is more than a Friend….The Lord is your savior!
Do you get it? God walks towards us before we walk towards God.

God knocks on the door of our house and says in Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”
Do you remember that knock on the door of your life?   Do you remember saying yes to God and becoming a Christian?
Ezekiel 37:7 “So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone, bone. 
God began to work.   Notice Ezekiel did not say he picked up some bones and began to put them together. God was providing the miracle of bringing life back to what was once dead. 
There is a lesson here for us:  Allow God to work in our lives and ask our Ego, bad habits, pride, and stubbornness to perhaps get out of the way!

Sometimes I wonder if God has great victories and blessings in our lives planned for us…but our ego, bad habits, pride and stubbornness stop great things happening in our lives?

When you run towards God with humility, courage, good habits, determination a righteous life…good things tend to happen!  I’ve seen it over and over. I’ve also seen the opposite to be true as well. 
Ezekiel 37:8 “I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
Verse 8:  A Body with No Breath:   What does that mean?

First, we need to define the importance of the breath. 

This is the same Breath that God gave Adam’s lifeless body “Breath” and Adam came alive. It was God’s breath.  
The breath is the power of God through the spirit saying, “Come Alive!”
Truth: Neither the dry bones or the bones with flesh attached was able to move at all. (Without Breath)

Lack of Oxygen:  I have a funeral director friend, who I work for occasionally to provide a pastor for an individual who did not have a home church and the family wants a pastor to preside over the funeral service.   I often ask my funeral director friend what the person died from, expecting an answer such as a heart attack, a stroke, a car accident or other odd things that may bring on death.  However, every time my funeral director friend humorously answers with, “the person died from a lack of oxygen and then their heart stopped beating.” 
I guess the point I am trying to make here, is that technically the funeral director is right.  Without oxygen we cannot sustain life.   So it is in the story of the dry bones who were given flesh, but no breath. There is no life.

A Mighty Rushing Wind?  Have you ever heard the phrase, “A Mighty Rushing Wind” in the bible?

The promised Holy Spirit in the book of Acts comes on the scene in the upper room to bring power to the Christians in the upper room. 

Acts 2:2 says, “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.”
Here’s the lesson folks:  Just like the dry bones in the valley that now had tendons, muscle and skin, which became a complete body,…it was still dead, lifeless and could not move.   That body needed the power of the spirit of God infused within to bring new life. 

The same is true today.  Without the power and wind of the holy spirit in your life…”You are dead spiritually!”
Folks, if you are walking around in this world and don’t have God in your life…you are without the breath of God.  (Come Alive in God!)
Don’t be the dead bones and especially don’t be the bones with flesh and tendon’s but not have the breath of God inside of you!
I ask you to come alive and receive the forgiveness of God and the full power of the Holy Spirit inside your life.   Come Alive!
Ezekiel 37:11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’ ”
God’s Interpretation: At the end of the chapter, the Lord gives the interpretation to the valley of dry bones. The Lord gives the reason for the bones receiving new organs, tendons, skin and most importantly breath.   The interpretation is that the people of Israel have died in a sense.  Verse 11 says of Israel, “Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone, we are cut off.”
There is another side to this scripture that we need to discuss today.
Have you ever felt this scripture being lived out in your life?  Ezekiel 37:11, “Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone, we are cut off.”

1. Have you felt as if life has no meaning? 

2. Have you ever been so hurt and broken that you feel dead inside?

3. Have you ever been so down and depressed that it’s hard to get out of bed?
4. Have you ever felt like the dry bones in our story today?
If this is you, then know that you are not alone. According to the C.D.C. and Webmd.com, 9% of Americans experience some form of depression. That is close to 30 million Americans.  You are not alone!
If this is you, know that God wants you to “Come Alive.”  

As a pastor, I know that God has a great influence to help you come alive, with the Power of the Holy Spirit being a part of your life.  

I have seen people “Come Alive” with joy and happiness with the Lord’s help. 

Also know that as a pastor, I have visited so many people in my churches, who struggle with depression or deep hurt and have received the blessing of professional counseling for depression and are whole again.  These same people also received miracle types of medication and they are different people than they were before.   
I strongly believe the body and soul can work together through the Holy Spirit and the miracles of modern medicine. I’ve seen it over and over again.  After being married to my wife of 35 years, who struggles with depression, she has joy in her life, with support from the medical prescriptions, as well as the Holy Spirit breathing life into her everyday experiences.  
In closing: There is a powerful song by a new Christian artist called, “Come Alive.”  (Lauren Daigle)
The song is about our passage of scripture today and the valley of Dry bones.   

The words of the song are asking us to come alive!

Come Alive (Dry Bones) by Lauren Daigle
Through the eyes of men, it seems there's so much we have lost.
As we look down the road, where all the prodigals have walked.
One by one the enemy has whispered lies and led them off as slaves.
But we know that you are God; yours is the victory.
We know there is more to come that we may not yet see.
So with the faith you've given us; We'll step into the valley unafraid, yeah.
(Chorus:) As we call out to dry bones come alive, come alive.
We call out to dead hearts come alive, come alive.
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise.
We call out to dry bones, come alive.

God of endless mercy god of unrelenting love 
Rescue every daughter bring us back the wayward son
And by your spirit breathe upon them show the world that you alone can save.
You alone can save  (Back to Chorus)
So breathe, oh breath of god; Now breathe, oh breath of god
Breathe, oh breath of god now breathe; Breathe, oh breath of god.
Now breathe, oh breath of god. Breathe, oh breath of god, now breathe.

 Songwriters: LAUREN DAIGLE, MICHAEL FARREN

Come Alive (Dry Bones) by Lauren Daigle

                   Am
(Verse #1)  Through the eyes of men, it seems there's so much we have lost.

F
As we look down the road, where all the prodigals have walked.
Dm                                                                                             F        G
One by one the enemy has whispered lies and led them off as slaves.

                   Am
(Verse # 2) But we know that you are God; yours is the victory.
F
We know there is more to come that we may not yet see.
Dm                                                                                               F            G
So with the faith you've given us; We'll step into the valley unafraid, yeah.

                     F                                               C                 G
(Chorus:) As we call out to dry bones come alive, come alive.
F                                                   C               G
We call out to dead hearts come alive, come alive.
F                                        Am   G       F                                    
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise.     

F                     G                        C
We call out to dry bones, come alive.

                       Am

(Verse Two)  God of endless mercy god of unrelenting love 
F
Rescue every daughter bring us back the wayward son
Dm                                                                                                               F
And by your spirit breathe upon them show the world that you alone can save.
                        G
You alone can save  (Back to Chorus)
                     Dm                                             F
(Bridge)  So breathe, oh breath of god; Now breathe, oh breath of god
Am                                           G
Breathe, oh breath of god now breathe; (Times 4…then go to Chorus)


Let’s Pray, Lord we thank you for second chances…let us learn from our first mistake and not waste the second change.  Give us the courage and strength to offer our neighbor a second chance.  Because God forgave us, let us forgive others. Amen. 
Words of Wisdom:  Life always offers us a second chance…it is called, Tomorrow. 
Benediction & Blessing: May the God of Hope & Reconciliation offer us all a life of grace & mercy.  May the Lord bless in ways that are life changing in the weeks and months ahead.  May God bless us all until we meet again. Amen. 

