La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament: (Hosea) # 6
By Pastor Bob Vale
Sermon Quote: The glory of God's faithfulness is that no sin of ours has ever made God unfaithful towards us. (Thank the Lord for that!)
Biblical Focus: Hosea 1:2 "When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, 'Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.’"
Liturgy: wisdom words about faithfulness.
Leader: Faith is not belief without proof, but trust without reservations.
Congregation: Where there is hope, there is faith.  Where there is faith there are miracles.  Where there is love…there is God. 
Leader: Whoever can be trusted with little can be trusted with much. A faithful person will abound with God’s blessings. 

Congregation: Remind us today that our faithfulness makes us trustworthy in God’s eyes.  Remind us that God loves all of us as if there were only one of us!
Leader: We can trust God with our tomorrows, because God was faithful with our yesterday.  
Congregation: God always has a purpose for your pain, a reason for your struggles, and a reward for your faithfulness.  Never give up on God, because God has never given up on you!

Scripture Lesson: Hosea 1:1-9; 3:1-3

Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 

Theme: God’s unfailing Love for His adulterous people.

Brief Summary: The Book of Hosea can be divided into two parts: (Part # 1) is a description of an adulterous wife and a faithful husband, symbolic of the unfaithfulness of Israel to God through idolatry, and (Part # 2) contains the condemnation of Israel, especially Samaria, for the worship of idols and her eventual restoration.

Author: Hosea 1:1 identifies the author of the book as the Prophet Hosea. It is Hosea’s personal account of his prophetic messages to the children of God and to the world. Hosea is the only prophet of Israel who left any written prophecies which were recorded during the later years of his life.

Date of Writing: Hosea, the son of Beeri, prophesied for quite some time, from 785 to 725 B.C. The Book of Hosea was likely written between 755 and 725 B.C.

Purpose of Writing: Hosea wrote this book to remind the Israelites—and us—that ours is a loving God whose loyalty to His covenant people is unwavering. In spite of Israel’s continual turning to false gods, God’s steadfast love is portrayed in the long-suffering husband of the unfaithful wife. Hosea’s message is also one of warning to those who would turn their backs on God’s love. Through the symbolic presentation of the marriage of Hosea and Gomer, God’s love for the idolatrous nation of Israel is displayed in a rich metaphor in the themes of sin, judgment, and forgiving love.
The story of the Prophet Hosea’s troubled marriage is a powerful testimony to two things: our own tendency to be unfaithful to God, but also of God’s passionate love for us.

Key Verses: Hosea 1:2 "When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, 'Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.’"
Hosea Chapter 1

The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam, son of Jehoash, the king of Israel. 
This verse tells us a few important things about the prophet Hosea. 
First, God spoke to Hosea and he was a prophet of God. 

Second, he came from a good family as the son of Beeri.  Hosea’s father Beeri, was also a Jewish prophet and is quoted in the book of Isaiah 8:19-20.  That means that Hosea was in the Family Prophetic Business so to speak. 
Third, Hosea served as a prophet for 80 years. We know this, because he served under several different kings.   

How many Presidents have you lived under?  I have lived under 11 American presidents.   This is a basic way of giving us a timeline of the work and ministry of the prophet Hosea. 

As we learn our history, we also know that some of these kings were wicked. Several kings are here mentioned who appeared and passed away during the ministry of Hosea. Uzziah was the eleventh king of Judah. His example was holy, and his reign peaceful and prosperous. Ahaz was a son of Jotham: at the age of twenty he succeeded his royal sire. He gave himself up to idolatry, and sacrificed even his own children to the gods of the heathen. Hezekiah, the son and successor of Ahaz, was a man of distinguished virtue and religion, animated by true piety and patriotism. Jeroboam was the son of Joash, and great grandson of Jehu, and he sank Israel into the lowest idolatry and corruption.  
So, this very first verse gives us both a time-line and an understanding that Hosea was a prophet during the time of the divided kingdom of Israel. 

The country of Israel was ignoring God and serving many other false gods and committing idolatry.   

Temple prostitution: Did you know there were churches and religions at the time that were based upon fertility gods and a person could go to church at the time and prostitution was an accepted part of their religion. 
(Male and Female) Temple prostitution was practiced by the Greeks, Babylonians, Hittites, Phoenicians, Persians, and other local groups of the middle east. It was a religious practice all across the region. 
God uses his number one preacher (Hosea) as a life example of the rampant idolatry that was occurring at the time. Especially idolatry among his own Hebrew people. God is asking the holy prophet Hosea to live out the condition of Israel for everyone to see. The people of Israel had “Divorced” or chosen another god to worship rather than the God of Abraham, Jacob and Isaac.
Let’s see what the scripture has to say about this story.  
Hosea’s Wife and Children
Hosea 1:2-3  2 When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
According to this Scripture: Gomer is faithful to Hosea and they have a son together.  “She bore him a son.” (Verse 3)
The Prophet Hosea is like our modern day Billy Graham.   He was seen and revered as the top spiritual leader of the people of Israel.   Could you imagine such a preacher knowingly marrying a prostitute for the world to see?   What kind of talk and news reporting would that bring?
But this is exactly what God has asked this preacher to do.   Marry a woman of unfaithfulness. A Prostitute.  

This was not unusual for prophets to do wired or outrageous things to show the nation of Israel they were sinning and not following God.  It was to be a bold wake up call to draw attention to their falling away from God.  
The Prophet Ezekiel laid on his left side for 390 days to prove a spiritual point to the people of Israel. (Ezekiel 4:1-5). 

For three years God asked the prophet Isaiah to walk the streets of Jerusalem naked, as a sign of the looming danger of Armies coming to strip them naked of all they had. (Isaiah 20)
God instructs the prophet Jeremiah to wear the same linen underware for a long time and not wash it, then to go hide the underware in the rocks beside the Euphrates river, then after a season to go find the underware and claim that it is dirty and no longer useful; just like the Israelites were at the time.  (Jeremiah 13)
The Prophet Balaam got into an argument with a talking donkey, which ended up being the Lord speaking through the donkey. Numbers 22

America and Europe is the modern day Israel that all the prophets were calling to come back home to God.   
The Naming of the Children always has special meaning: Hosea 1:4-5  “Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”
Because of the unfaithfulness of God’s people to worship the one true God, the Lord is going to have Israel lose a great battle in the Valley of Jezreel. (Calling it a Massacre!)
Baby # 2:  Hosea 1:6-7  “Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which means “not loved”), for I will no longer show love to Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 7 Yet I will show love to Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but I, the Lord their God, will save them.”
This child does not belong to Hosea.  At least it is not mentioned as it was for the first child.   Gomer has a second child, a little girl, and Hosea named her Lo-Ruhamah, which means not loved.   God was no longer willing to love Israel. How sad. 
Yet God will love Judah.  Do you remember what ancestral line that Jesus comes from?  The line of Judah.  (Jesus comes from the line of Judah.)   
So, Gomer is unfaithful a third time: Hosea 1:8-9  “After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9 Then the Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which means “not my people”), for you are not my people, and I am not your God.” 
Gomer has a third child out of unfaithfulness and Hosea names this child. Lo-Ammi, which means, not my people.   God has had enough of their unfaithfulness. He is telling them, you are not my people and I am not your God.   

Hosea has been cheated out of fatherhood three times. Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah, and Lo-Ammi.  Most men would certainly ask for a divorce   
Can you imagine naming your three children such sad and judgmental names.   It would be like naming your three children:  Hopeless, Trouble and Misery.   Who would do that?   Each of the three children Hosea named are sermons of judgment for the nation of Israel.  
As people come up and see you holding a newborn baby, one of the first questions is, “Ah…what is the baby’s name?”   Typically, we want a baby’s name that has a strong character, a good meaning and gives promise for the future; not Hopeless, Trouble or Misery.  But that is exactly what the names Jezreel, Lo-Ammi and Lo-Ruhamah means.  It means judgement of God upon the nation of Israel, in a very bad way. 
America’s Name:  If you had to give a name for the spiritual condition of the United States what would that name be?

1. How about “Forgotten, or Forsaken” because we have forgotten or forsaken the goodness of God as a nation.   

2.  How about “Runaway,” because so many people have run away from the faith over the past many years. 
3. How about “Remnant,” which means that only a small percentage of America is loving and serving God these days.   (According to Pew Research: Only 30% of Indiana residents go to church regularly for worship.  Those under age 40 only 15% go to church regularly.)

As a nation, I sometimes feel that I am an Old Testament Prophet shouting out to my American brothers and sisters…come back home.  Come back to the roots of our Christian heritage that helped to make our nation great. Come Back Home to God!
Here is what Hosea has experienced with his adulterous wife.

Child # 1: Mine.

Child # 2: Not Sure.

Child # 3: Not Mine.

This is a similar picture of our relationship with God.  

1. Mine:  At one time in our life we are very close to God and we belong to the Lord.  We are certainly God’s Child. 

2. Not Sure: Then we slowly drift away from the Lord.  We stop praying, talking to God, stop reading our Bible, and stop going to church.   Both God and this drifting Christian are “Not Sure” if they are still a follower of God. 

3. Not Mine:  This is the person who has totally stopped a relationship with God and has gone a very different direction in their life.  Perhaps they have even changed religions in their life or become a self-avowed atheist. 

Gomer gets herself in Big Trouble. It appears that Gomer has left Hosea, her three children and got herself into trouble because of her adulteress ways.  For whatever reason, she is to be sold as a slave and auctioned off in the middle of town.   
Hosea has a choice…let her go to be sold as a slave…or buy her back and love her as a wife again.   For most men, that would not be much of a choice.  Most men after two affairs and having two children from another man, they would simply let her go!  They would probably Run Away!!!
What would you do?

Hosea’s Choses Reconciliation with His Wife: Hosea 3:1-3  “The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”

The Lord ask Hosea to forgive her and take her back.  The metaphor here is that Hosea is to love his adulterous wife and God will love again the Israelites, even through they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.  

The "sacred raisin cakes" were an element of pagan worship of the Babylonian god, Astarte, during the feast of Tammuz.  The raisin cakes were made using a poisonous mushroom; but when processed in a certain way, it makes a compound that gives people a drug induced high and causes an intense religious experience. So, in short, the sacred raisin cakes would send the user on a drug-induced psychedelic mind trip, In other words: a fake religious experience. The sacred raisin cakes were like Marijuana brownies or LSD laced cookies that would give you a high.   You can see why people may eat the sacred raisin cakes. (Take a Trip and Never Leave the Farm!) 

Hosea decides to buy back his adulterous wife.  Hosea 3:2-3 “So I bought her for fifteen shekels[a] of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.”
1. Imagine your wife is on the auction block in the middle of town to be purchased by the highest bidder. The entire town knows what is going on with her past.  How embarrassing. 
2. Hosea begins with all the money he has: Fifteen Shekels of Silver. (6 ounces of Silver or about $120 in today’s currency.) 
3. Evidently that was not enough…so Hosea ups the bidding to a homer and a lethek of barley. (430 pounds of Barley.)  This had to be all he had in the world to buy back his adulterous wife. 
4. With all that Hosea has in the world…he buys back his lovely bride to live with her in marriage. 
Sound Familiar?

Because of sin, we were once slaves to sin and our destiny is eternity in hell.  However, God bought us for a price!  

The Price:  God’s only son on a cross at Calvary.  

I Corinthians: 6:19b-20a  “You are not your own, you were bought with a price.”  (That price was the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ on a Cross on Calvary!)
Hosea buys her back with everything he has.   
And through it all, what does God decide to do? In the end, as Hosea’s story illustrates, God chooses to redeem, to buy back, his bride—and at quite a cost: 
(1 Peter 3:19-20) says, For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”

Yes, God paid dearly to draw us back to Him. And yet still we stray and often show little appreciation of His love. An old Gospel song says, “Oh Lord, I’ve sinned but you’re still calling my name.”
Folks God is still calling out your name.  Despite our failures to follow the Lord like we should.  God still loves us, forgives us and calls us his children. 
The story of Hosea and Gomer is a huge metaphor. In some sense, God is grieving, angry, loving, and even “romantic” in response to our spiritual wanderings.  Thank God the Lord loves us the way He does!
Let’s pray. Dear Lord, though I may wander, you are still near.  Though I may falter, you are still there to pick me up when I fall.  Though I may sin, you are still there to forgive and forget.  Though I may seem lost at times, you are still here to guide and call me back home to you.   Lord, you never seem to give up on your children.  May we be forever thankful for that unconditional loving quality you have for us!  Amen!

Words of wisdom: God loves all of us as if there were only one of us!

Benediction:  May the Lord’s hand lift you up to New Heights in your spiritual life. New Depths in your worship. New Fruit in your service to others. New Sweetness in loving your neighbor and New Joys in your Journey in life. May God bless us all until we meet again! Amen. 
