La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Isaiah) # 1
Pastor Bob Vale

Sermon Quote: (A personal Refrigerator Post it note from God) Fear Not for I am with you. Do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you and uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Signed, God Almighty! (Isaiah 41:10)
Biblical Focus: Isaiah 40:31  “but those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Liturgy: Famous Isaiah passages: 

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  The Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. (Isaiah 60:1-3)

Congregation: But they that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles; they will run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40”31)

Leader: Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. (Isaiah 12:2)

Congregation: And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then I said, Here I am! Send me. (Isaiah 6:8)

Leader: Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  (Isaiah 1:18-19a)
Congregation: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 1:1-18  

Short Video Clip about Isaiah’s writings. 1:41

https://www.tanbooks.com/index.php/the-book-of-isaiah-3069.html
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose music.
Introduction:  Today we begin a sermon series examining the 17 different Bible prophets who were writers in the Old Testament.   There were five major prophets and twelve minor prophets, as books in the Bible.  

Major prophets vs. Minor prophets:  The Major Prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The Minor Prophets are Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. The Minor Prophets are also sometimes called The Twelve.

The only difference between a major prophet and a minor prophet was the amount or length of their writings.  The five major prophets generally were longer writers and had more chapters than the books by the minor prophets. 
What exactly is an Old Testament Prophet? A prophet in the Old Testament was someone who was used by God to communicate the Lord’s message to the world. Prophets were also called “seers” because they could “see,” spiritually speaking, as God gave them insight into the future.

What can we learn from the Old Testament prophet named Isaiah?
1. Major Prophet: Isaiah was a major prophet, because of the large amount of writing within the book of Isaiah and global implications.   Isaiah has been called the Shakespeare of the Old Testament writers. Also known as an Old Testament “Gospel.”
2. (8th Century Prophet and a Priest in the temple in Jerusalem.) Isaiah was a temple priest from the tribe of Judah, who served as a priest in the temple which Solomon had built in Jerusalem. Every day, Isaiah and the rest of the priests had to present to God animal sacrifices on the altar. These sacrifices were symbolic of the Messiah who was to shed His blood for the sin of the world.
3. Isaiah lived: 700 years before the birth of Jesus Christ.   He was a prophet for the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
4. Isaiah was born in Jerusalem and spent most of his time in Jerusalem as a temple priest.
5. National Unrest:  Isaiah lived during a time of great political turmoil when the Assyrians conquered the Northern part of the Jewish homeland. (Side Note:  The Assyrians today would have been the four modern countries of Iran, Syria, Iraq and Turkey; which still to this day has difficulty being a neighbor to Israel.)
6. Prophecies of Isaiah:  Isaiah accurately predicted the virgin birth, rejection, and death of Jesus Christ.
7. Isaiah was called the Evangelical Prophet.  Using the word Salvation 26 times in his writings. 
Important scripture passages of Isaiah’s writings. There are so many wonderful verses in the book of Isaiah, that it is extremely difficult to narrow it down to only three.  So, I added two more. However, I could have easily added 10 more famous verses from the book of Isaiah. 
1. Isaiah’s calling to serve the Lord, reminds us all of God’s calling upon our lives.  
Have you ever felt the calling of God, asking you to do something important in your life?   Has God asked you to undertake a task or take up a cause in your life?   Have you felt the immense calling of God upon your life to serve in ministry?  I have, how about you?  
Isaiah, the Old Testament prophet has one of the most detailed and amazing callings to serve than any in the scriptures.  Let’s read this famous passage together as found in Isiah chapter 6.   
Let us not forget, that Isaiah was actually in the presence of God.

Isaiah 6:1-18  “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”   And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  9 He said, “Go and tell this people: “Be ever hearing, but never understanding;
 be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 10 Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”   
11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?”   And he answered: “Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted
and the fields ruined and ravaged, 12 until the Lord has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken.  13 And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste.  But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.” 
God was frustrated with the Hebrew people who had become calloused by the voice of God and had stopped worshipping.   They no longer listened, they no longer could see the work of God, and their hearts were not searching for spiritual things in their lives.  (The Hebrew’s became “Secularized” from having the Lord in their lives.  Sound Familiar to our current American culture?)   Have we become like the Hebrew people in Jerusalem 800 years before Christ, who lost their way and lived their lives totally separated from God?  (Perhaps America has?)
The three important words of Isaiah in this chapter are: 

A. Humility: Isaiah 6:5 “I am a man of unclean lips.”   The prophet Isaiah was honest, by saying he was a man who also struggled with sin.  
B. Courage: Isaiah 6:8 “Here I am, send me.”   With all the other priest in the Temple of Jerusalem, he was the only one who came forward to say, “Send Me.”  Isaiah must have had an incredibly close relationship with the Lord to see the vision and respond. 
C. Commitment: Isaiah 6:11 “For how long Lord?” Isaiah asked the difficult question, “how long will I need to be called to serve in this way?”   It was evident this was no one week or month call, but that this would take years and perhaps his entire life. 
Application:  How about you?   Have you been called by God to serve in some way in your life?   Have you been willing to be humble, courageous and committed to be used by God?  Are you following the path of, Humility, Courage and Commitment?
Illustration: I had the distinct call of God upon my life at age 18 to serve the Lord in ministry. 40 years ago! It prompted me to go to Bible College for four years and another three years of college to receive a Master’s of Divinity.  Then to serve over the past 30 years of my adult life. 
Please know this:  God’s plans for your life far exceeds the frustrations found in your days. Why…because God made you, God carries you, God sustains you and God will rescue you. (Isaiah 46:4)
Isaiah 46:4 “Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.”
2. The Prediction of a Messiah and birth of Jesus Christ. (Isaiah 9:6 and Isaiah 7:14 (Christmas Passages each year we hear.)
A. Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
B. Isaiah 7:14  “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (which means; God with us)
Remember these Old Testament verses about the coming messiah were written 700 years before the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. (That is amazing!)  Imagine how close of a relationship Isiah had to have with the Lord to make theses amazing predictions about the coming of God’s son to earth as the Messiah to the world. 
Number Odd’s Illustration: The odds of getting one of these predictions correct about the birth of Christ, 700 years before it took place, is like taking one quarter and marking a red X on the coin, then taking the coin and placing the single quarter in a pile of other quarters / coins, that would stack up to four feet of coins covering the entire state of Texas. (270,000 square miles.) Then flying over the state of Texas and dropping out of a plane (Blindfolded) with a parachute to land exactly where the coin marked with a red X is buried and reaching down to stir in the four feet of coins and suddenly pull up the one and only coin with the red X in the entire state of Texas who has four feet of quarters across the entire state.  The odds are astronomical! 
3. The Suffering Servant:  Isaiah 53

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.  Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.  4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  8 By oppression[a] and judgment he was taken away.  Yet who of his generation protested?  For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes[c] his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life[d] and be satisfied;  by his knowledge[f] my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 
If you had the opportunity to know all the details of your life leading up to your death…would you want that information?  It has been said that ignorance is bliss and what you don’t know, won’t hurt you. I think there is some truth to those statements. If I had the opportunity to know my entire future from this day forward, I would not want to know.

But Jesus, being God, knew everything about His future; including his cruel death on the cross.  As Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane on the eve of His death, Jesus knew He would die on a Roman cross. He knew of His impending humiliation, scourging, and spiritual anguish. The night prior to Jesus’ crucifixion was an excruciating time of suffering in His life.
Here in the Garden of Gethsemane, we can see how Christ’s sorrow and grief fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that the Suffering Servant would be a “Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). Yet, we will never even begin to grasp the anguish that Jesus experienced at this moment.  Imagine knowing that a few days from now you were going to go through a gruesome death? I would not be able to sleep, and probably could not eat anything as well.    Now imagine Jesus knowing it for the past 800 years, since Isaiah prophesied his death in Isaiah 53.

But remember this. Hebrews 4:15–16 tells us “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

The author of Hebrews is saying you are not alone. Jesus knows what you are going through in life. He is a High Priest who has experienced the troubles that you face. Jesus was in this horrendously difficult time experiencing deep loneliness and abandonment. So remember, the next time you are suffering, you can trust that Jesus knows your pain. He is your High Priest, Who sympathizes with you. Most importantly, you can come to Jesus for help.

4. Those who hope in the Lord.  Isaiah 40:31  “but those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Faith Requires Patience. There are rarely instant solutions to the things we face. But in this verse God does promise that if we will slow down and wait for Him, in quiet confidence, then the Lord will strengthen us. When we find ourselves discouraged, drained spiritually, and struggling with apprehension, we need to take time to slow down to pray and listen. Generally speaking; we cannot hear God unless we quit talking, become still and focus on God’s still small voice stirring in our conscience / spirit.

Illustration: Years ago, I took my oldest son Joshua fishing.  Joshua was running ahead of me with his fishing pole and came to a swift rushing stream. I was afraid Joshua was going to fall in the swift stream, so I shouted, “Wait for me, and I’ll get you across.” Surprisingly, Joshua obeyed. When I caught up with Joshua, I lifted him up on my shoulders and waded across the creek. As the father of young Joshua, I realized that if my young son had not waited for me, he would never have made it across the fast rushing stream. Or something worse happening. 

We must wait on God in the same way, and not run on ahead of the Lord. When we find ourselves weary, it is time to wait and be refreshed and perhaps carried by our Heavenly Father.

Waiting on the Lord can be difficult…but the payoff can be wonderful. Waiting goes against what we naturally and culturally do. We tend to be impatient rushers to get things accomplished in this fast-paced world. But when our natural inclination is to step on the gas, God is often telling us to hit the brakes.

Waiting is often difficult because we equate it with inactivity. But waiting, which can also be translated as hoping, means to wait with expectation, to look for. The implication is that we are waiting and watching with expectation towards what God is going to do. Which is powerful.

During these periods of waiting, God is often refueling and refining us for what He has in store. Everything around you needs to be refueled after much use. Your car has to stop for gas, your body needs to sleep, and your cell phone needs to be recharged. So, why can’t this be the case with our spiritual life as well? Our spiritual batteries also need to be recharged from time to time.

What may seem like inactivity from our perspective is often purposeful preparation from God’s perspective. Be encouraged that those who wait end up even stronger after the Lord renews them. Greater is He that is in Me…Than He that is in the world.  (I John 4:4)

If you are in one of those waiting seasons…
1. Are you allowing God to refuel you?

2. Are you tuning into God’s voice?

3. Are you recognizing the Lord’s activity around you?

4. Are you allowing God to become Great in You?
5. My favorite verse: (Isaiah 1:18)  “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.”  The word Salvation is mentioned 26 times in the book of Isaiah.  
This is one of my favorite verses in the Bible.  The verse is about “Change.”   I get excited about people changing from bad habits to good habits, changing from sinful ways to Godly ways, and people opening a door towards a new life with God.  I get excited about that type of Change.   

This verse in the middle of the Old Testament, sounds like it belongs in the middle of one of the four gospels or something that Jesus would have said to one of the sinners He encountered.   Yet here it is in the middle of the Old Testament. 

This tells me that the Priest of the Old Testament temple was passionate about people’s souls and we are today.    
Isaiah first uses the color red to represent sin, but also knows the blood of the sacrifice lambs are also red…yet are able to take away the stain of sin…into pure white.   (Miracle.)  How does something RED…change something into pure white?  Only through the miracle of God’s redeeming & forgiving power. 
Snow was not something that was seen too often in a desert environment.   However, it does snow occasionally in the Holy land.  Obviously, all people knew about the whiteness of a sheep’s wool.   These two illustrations are also two points that Jesus would have definitely used to make a spiritual point 800 years later during his three year ministry.   

How about you today?  Are you open to change?  Is there an area in your life where the 3,000 year old words of the prophet Isaiah ring true in your life?  Do you have an area that needs to change?  A “Red” area that needs to turn as white as snow or wool?  God is here today to listen, to forgive and to restore you to wholeness again.  Our God is a God of changing people’s hearts and lives. 
Let’s Pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for the life and ministry of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah.  A man who answered the call to ministry and walked with God.   May we learn from his example and words. Amen. 
Words of Wisdom:  Please know this:  God’s plans for your life far exceeds the frustrations found in your days. Why…because God made you, God carries you, God sustains you and God will rescue you. (Isaiah 46:4)
Benediction: Brothers and sisters in Christ, May God go before you to lead you. God go behind you to protect you.  God go beneath you to support you.  God go beside you to befriend you.  Do not be afraid.  And may the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you, until we meet again. Amen. 
