La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Jeremiah) # 2

Pastor Bob Vale

Sermon Quote:  “Although no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.”
Biblical Focus: Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Liturgy: Hope in God…Psalm 42

Leader: As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. 

Congregation: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? 

Leader: My tears have been my food day and night, While they continually say to me, "Where is your God?" 

Congregation: When I remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I used to go with the multitude; I went with them to the house of God, With the voice of joy and praise, With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast. 

Leader: Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him For the help of His countenance. 

Congregation: Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and billows have gone over me. 

Leader: The Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, And in the night His song shall be with me A prayer to the God of my life. 

Congregation: I will say to God my Rock, "Why have You forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?" 

Leader: As with a breaking of my bones, My enemies reproach me, While they say to me all day long, "Where is your God?" 

Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; For I shall yet praise Him, The help of my countenance and my God.

Scripture Lesson: Jeremiah 19:4-5 “For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have burned incense in it to gods that neither they nor their ancestors nor the kings of Judah ever knew, and they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. 5They have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as offerings to Baal-something I did not command or mention, nor did it enter my mind.

Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose music.

Today we are looking at the Old Testament book of Jeremiah

Author: Jeremiah chapter 1, verse 1 identifies the Prophet Jeremiah as the author of the Book of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah, is the son of Hilkiah, a Levitical priest, and was likely born between 650 and 645 B.C. He was from the small village of Anathoth, about three miles northeast of Jerusalem in the territory of Benjamin (Jeremiah 1:1). It was through Jeremiah’s childhood training for holy service in the priesthood that God began grooming him for his future role.

Date of Writing: The Book of Jeremiah was written between 630 and 580 B.C.  Jeremiah also wrote the Old Testament book of Lamentations, as a series of poems / laments about the sad destruction of Jerusalem and Israel by Babylon. 
The book of Jeremiah is basically an autobiography of a prophet who lived at the time of the fall of Judah to the Babylonians. 

For 40 years Jeremiah warns the Hebrew people who would not listen and watches as his beloved country is ruined as a result of being overtaken by the Babylonians. 

Jeremiah prophesied about 100 years after Isaiah and was also a contemporary along with the prophets Ezekiel, Daniel, Habakkuk and Zephaniah.   

Purpose of Writing: The Book of Jeremiah records the final prophecies to Judah, warning of oncoming destruction if the nation does not repent from its rampant idolatry. After the death of King Josiah, the last righteous king, the nation of Judah had almost completely abandoned God and His commandments. Jeremiah compares Judah to a prostitute Jeremiah calls out for the nation to turn back to God.  
Practical Application: The Prophet Jeremiah had a most difficult message to deliver. Jeremiah loved Judah, but he loved God much more. As painful as it was for Jeremiah to deliver a consistent message of judgment to his own people, Jeremiah was obedient to what God told him to do and say. Jeremiah hoped and prayed for mercy from God for Judah, but also trusted that God was good, just, and righteous. We too must obey God, even when it is difficult, recognize God’s will as more important than our own desires, and trust that God, in His infinite wisdom and perfect plan, will bring about the best for His children (Romans 8:28)
Is America following the path of Judah.  Have we lost our favor with the Lord?  

Over the past 50 to 60 years, have we not seen a change in attitudes and behaviors towards God and the church in America?  Has America slowly been slipping away from God, and in some ways been running away from God?   
Is religion in America becoming obsolete?   Is going to church slowly going the way of the wagon wheel, the rotary wall telephone, the old coal bin in the basement of old houses, S & H Green Stamps, 30 volume encyclopedia’s, Rabbit ear antenna’s on top of black and white television sets,  8 track music tapes, the paper map atlas book that we kept in our car, or the computer floppy disc.  These are all items that uses to be so important, but now we use no more.  
Some of these old everyday items I mentioned, you can only see in a historical museum,
Will people one day walk by old churches and explain to their grand children, that this was an old building where people used to meet pray and worship a god?  

Some churches across America are closing their doors and church buildings are being converted into other purposes.   There is an old Methodist Church building just up the road in New Buffalo that is now being used as a brewery. An odd twist for a Methodist church, who 90 years ago was the leader for alcohol prohibition in America.  
Here are some other examples of church buildings that are being converted into other uses: A large church cathedral in the Netherlands is now a huge bookstore, a large church in Pennsylvania was turned into a large indoor kids playground, a church in England was turned into an indoor skateboard park, an old historic church in New York was repurposed as a Fraternity House for college students, one church has become an indoor Laser Tag teen center. Some churches are being turned into elaborate homes or restaurants.  One church in Atlanta has even been converted into an Atheist headquarters.  Wow! 
Back to the question: is religion in America becoming obsolete?  I read an article a few years back, wondering if religion would still be alive in 2025. 
The answer to that question is yes and no.  Yes, many folks in America today are saying no to going to church and organized religion, but polls tell us that Americans are not saying no to believing in God.   They believe in a God, they are just not willing to go to church or change their lifestyle to becoming a disciple of God.  History tells us the church will be relevant for many years to come.
I assume it was the same in Jeremiah’s time.  People still believed in God, but they did not take the time to go to the temple to pray or get involved with God in their daily lives.   
As a pastor in 2020, I need to sometimes give the difficult message that we are not following God as a Nation.    As difficult as it is to give this message…I love God more than hiding from the truth we are currently facing.  
Weeping Prophet: Did you know that the prophet Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet?  Do you know why?   Because he wept for his country Israel, who was sinful and running away from God. They no longer worshiped or regarded the Lord as special in their lives, in fact they started worshipping the false goods of Baal.  (Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17)   

Jeremiah 1:16 “I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made.
They burned & Sacrificed their own Children:  Jeremiah 19:4-5 “For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have burned incense in it to gods that neither they nor their ancestors nor the kings of Judah ever knew, and they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. 5They have built the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as offerings to Baal-something I did not command or mention, nor did it enter my mind.  (Their Baal is our Materialism and Business and not having a need for God in our busy lives!!!!)
Jeremiah 5:7 "Why should I forgive you? Your children have forsaken me and sworn by gods that are not gods. I supplied all their needs, yet they committed adultery and thronged to the houses of prostitutes."
God was upset with the Hebrew people and so was Jeremiah
As Christians, are we willing to weep for the secularization of our Country?   Have we lost our passion to save souls for God?   Do we not care about the sin sick soul of our neighbor?

Has America’s lack of spiritual fervor, become the Hebrews, who lost interest in God 3,500 years ago?  Is history repeating itself?  

Are we willing to “Weep” for a country who seems to be running away from God, rather than towards God?
Jeremiah’s Old Testament book of Lamentations is the climax of these prophecies. Even the name Lamentations means “weeping. The book of Lamentations testifies to the sure fulfillment of God’s promised judgments, yet their message is not without hope. Through the picture of desolation runs a hope of expectation that the Lord will forgive and relieve the sufferings of His people. “The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord” (Lamentations 3:25-26). 
There is Hope!   

Jeremiah offers hope to the Hebrew people, despite their sins. (Check out these passages.)

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
The Lord has a future for the Hebrew people.  A future with prosperity and hope!
Jeremiah 25:12  Jeremiah predicted that Babylon would only hold the Jewish people captive for 70 years, and after that, they would be punished as a nation. Jeremiah 25:12 "But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt," declares the LORD, "and will make it desolate forever.
50 years later, the Israelites, were freed by the Persians; by a strong warrior King named Cyrus in 539 B.C.. After the Israelites were freed, King Cyrus even paid to help rebuild the temple in Jerusalem for the Israelites. God works in mysterious ways!
Suddenly they had hope and a future again! (Just as predicted by Jeremiah 50 years earlier.)

Remember the encouraging scripture passage by Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
From Captivity to Freedom….From no temple to rebuilding a temple.
I am a big fan of the underdog!   I always have been for some reason. 

I like it when the little guy wins; or the person comes from behind to take it all. 

I love the Rocky movie about the boxer from Philadelphia, who was the huge underdog, who ended up winning it all. 
In the Rocky movie starring Sylvester Stallone, there was the moment when Rocky determines he is going to go for the glory and the infamous song begins to play as he runs through the early morning streets of Philadelphia in his grey rags of a sweat suit. My heart started to beat rapidly inspired by the music and his desire to rise above the obstacles, no matter the odds, and try.
Henry Ford experienced financial brokenness five different times before he founded the successful Ford Motor Company. Walt Disney was fired from his job at a newspaper because he lacked imagination. Albert Einstein was considered mentally handicapped because he didn’t speak until between the ages of 3 and 4 years and he didn’t begin to read until after the age of seven. Isaac Newton did not do well in school and under his care, his family’s farm failed. An uncle took over and sent Isaac to Cambridge. Winston Churchill struggled in school and when he entered the political arena, he suffered repeated defeats before he finally was elected Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. Harrison Ford was told he lacked the ability to be a star by film directors.

In the long journey of life, some of you may find yourself in failed businesses, marriages, educational pursuits, friendships, and projects. Life seems to be using you as a punching bag and you are tired. Some of you don’t want to fight anymore. What needs to happen is our perception of failure needs to change. We need to see failure as an experiment that didn’t quite work; learn what went wrong; and try something different or try it again. 
We need to take the discouragement that is weighing us down and get encouraged again. We need to leave the bitterness and hurt behind and move forward in a new direction. We need to cue the Rocky theme song in our lives and get going!

Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
God is not done with you. The Lord’s plans for you are good! It isn’t over. What it takes is believing in a God who loves you and wants what is best for you. Whatever you are facing today, you can rise above it; you can get through it; you can make a way; trust in the power of God.
Let’s Pray, Heavenly Father, allow us to realize that you do have a future for you, there is hope and there is a new day dawning for us all.   Help us to follow in your path towards your will in our lives.  Amen. 
Words of Wisdom: You may go through difficulty, hardship or trials in this world, but as long as you are anchored in God, you will have hope and a future! (Charles Stanley)
Benediction: II Corinthians 13: 13  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  May God bless us all until we meet again.  Amen.
