La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Obadiah) # 9

“Family Feud” by Bob Vale
The Message of Obadiah: The Biggest Family Feud of history.
Sermon Quote: “If you begin a journey of revenge, start by digging two graves: one for your enemy, and one for yourself.”
Biblical Focus: Obadiah 1:15 “For the Day of the Lord is near upon all the nations. As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head.”  
Liturgy: “The Righteousness of God.”
Leader: Lord, Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth. (Psalm 119:142)

Congregation: The heavens declare God’s righteousness, and all the peoples have seen the glory of the Lord. (Psalm 97:6)

Leader: 'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.' (Isaiah 41:10)

Congregation: For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. (Psalm 11:7)
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 25:21-28
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the music for the worship services. 
Introduction: Have you ever had someone explain how you were kin or related to them because their great-great granddaddy and your great-great granddaddy were actually brothers? In other words, the person you were just introduced to as kinfolk have the same great-great-great grandfather. 
That is the background of the book of Obadiah as we look two brothers who’s offspring have been fighting for millenniums.  Obadiah is a prophecy regarding the people of Edom. Edom’s great-great-great (add a lot more greats) grandfather was Esau from the book of Genesis. Israel’s great-great-great (add a lot more greats) grandfather was Jacob, also from the book of Genesis. They were brothers.  This family feud has gone on for the past 4,000 years!    Today’s sermon is titled, Family Feud!
Hatfield’s & McCoy’s:  Do you remember our own American heritage 19th century folk lore story about the infamous feud between two Appalachian families, known as the Hatfield’s and the McCoy’s?   The story of the feud that nearly launched a war between Kentucky and West Virginia. Two men; Devil Anse Hatfield and Randall McCoy were close friends until near the end of the Civil War, when they returned to their homes -- Hatfield from West Virginia and McCoy from Kentucky.  The feud began partially caused by a stolen pig; and a love affair between a young man from the Hatfield clan and a young woman from the McCoy clan.). 
As hostilities grew between the Hatfield’s & McCoy’s; outside forces become involved in the fight, the states where the families live are brought to the brink of another war as the feud makes international headlines, the states' governors clash and the U.S. Supreme Court eventually intervenes.
In the end, thirteen people were killed, eight jailed, one hanged in the war between the Hatfield’s and the McCoy’s. The Hatfield-McCoy feud between 1878 and 1891 is a permanent staple of American folklore that has become a metaphor for bitterly feuding rival families and parties, who may or may not be related.
The book of Obadiah brings to light a feud between two brothers that has lasted for close to four thousand years.  The story between Jacob and Esau from the book of Genesis. 
The Book of Obadiah is very brief, just one chapter, consisting of only 21 verses.  In those very few verses, the judgment of God is very, very harsh, very, very severe, on a people called Edom. (The Edomites) Obadiah verse 15 will give us a snapshot as to why this book is in the Word of God.  

Scripture: Obadiah 1:15 “For the Day of the Lord is near upon all the nations. As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head.” Obadiah is preaching against the Edomites!
The Edomites were one of the territorial bullies of Israelite history.  

You might ask the question, where did the Edomites come from?  

The Edomites were descendants of Esau.  Esau was the brother of Jacob, the son of Isaac and the grandson of Abraham.  

Edom means Red, because Esau had Red hair and his entire body was covered with Red hair.  

They lived in the southern part of Israel about 100 miles south of Jerusalem, and below the Dead Sea.  They did not play well in the sand box with their neighbors. 

1. The Edomites were bitter enemies of the Jews. (Israel and Judah)
2. The Edomites refused to allow Moses and the Hebrews to cross through their land to get to Canaan. 
3. The Edomites were enemies of King Saul and defeated by King David. 

4. The Edomites fought against Jehoshaphat and rebelled against Jeroboam.

5. King Herod was an Edomite and placed an order to kill all the first born males when Jesus was born. 

6. The Prophet Obadiah prophesied that Edom would be cut off forever. 

7. After the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. the Edomites disappeared from history. 

Let’s reflect upon the story of the two twin brothers, Jacob and Esau. 

Jacob and Esau: In order for us to understand this short book, we have to start way back in the book of Genesis. Isaac, the promised son to Abraham and Sarah, marries at age forty to a woman who cannot give birth to a child. He prays to God for her. Twenty years later, Rebecca gives birth to twins Jacob and Esau. While she was pregnant, every day was like a wrestling match going on in her womb. Finally, she brings that to the Lord and asks Him what was going on in her belly! He tells her there are two great nations growing in her stomach, and the older shall serve the younger.  

When she gave birth to those two boys, the one who came out first was really hairy, and they named him Esau, but Jacob came out smooth. 
You may remember in the book of Genesis; Isaac and his wife Rebekah were getting ready to have twins. Even before they were born, Jacob and Esau fought in the womb. (Genesis 25:21-23)   Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So, she went to inquire of the Lord.  23 The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”
Esau came out of the womb first and Jacob came out second.   Therefore, Esau should have received the double blessing from his father Isaac, and Jacob would serve Esau.   Considering they were to become two great nations, the blessing from God imparted by their father was hugely important. 

Genesis 25: 24-28 “24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.[d] 26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.[e] Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.

27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was content to stay at home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.”

As those boys grew up, Esau was a daddy’s boy and Jacob was momma’s boy. Esau loved to be with his daddy outside in the woods and in the fields, and he loved to hunt. Jacob loved to tag along with mom. He loved to stay in the tents. So, you can describe Esau as a man that loved the outdoors and Jacob as a man that loved the indoors. 

The Bible tells us of a time when Esau was out in the fields hunting but he doesn’t get anything that day. Esau comes in thinking he is going to starve to death and then there is Jacob, making his famous red stew. 
Remember, Esau’s name means red…Mr. Red needs Red Stew! Jacob being pretty sharp, just said, “What would you give for a good pot of red stew?” Esau asked what he wanted, and Jacob said, “How about your birthright?” “Sure!” Esau said, because here was his thought; if I am going to die, if I am going to starve to death what good will my birthrights do me!  
The Importance of a Birthright: Deut. 21:15-17  According to the Law of Moses, the oldest son is to get a “double blessing” over his brothers and is regarded at the Leader of the Family.  (If the younger brother got 10 cows in the family inheritance, the eldest son received 20 cows…etc.)  The birthright placed the eldest son to receive property from the family, and by becoming the head of the family, God would bless that leader of the family.   Giving up the birthright was more than giving up the family inheritance, it was giving up future blessings from God. 
This is why the book of Hebrews, chapter 12, calls Esau a profane person. In the Biblical world, to be profane meant you had no regard for spiritual reality; you had no regard for spiritual things. So, Esau sells his birthright.  He sells the one thing that can give him greatness.   (He gives up the double blessing awarded to the eldest son by his father.)
Jacob the Deceiver:  As the story unfolds, Isaac has gotten old and ready to die, so he is getting ready to give the blessings to his boys. While Esau didn’t want his birthright, he does want his father’s blessing. Esau is expecting to receive the larger blessing because he is the oldest twin brother. 

They are getting ready for the blessing, and while Esau is out in the woods hunting for a final meal for his father, his mother Rebecca comes up with a devious plan for Jacob to get the blessing instead of the older Esau. Because the aged Isaac cannot see very well in his old age, Rebecca places some hairy goat skin the younger Jacob hands and smooth part of his neck.  She also places the clothes of his older brother Esau on Jacob, to deceive his father to think he was actually giving the elder Esau the blessing. The next thing you know, Jacob has deceived his father Isaac, and he gets the double blessing the older brother Esau should have received. 
Esau comes back from hunting and has done everything his father asked him to do. His father realizes he has been tricked, but he has already given the blessing away to Jacob and he can’t take it back.  
Esau’s Hatred against his brother Jacob:  The Bible says Esau “hated” his brother. As a matter of fact, he hated him to the point that he wanted to kill him. Jacob, being a momma’s boy, had her come to his rescue, and she sends Jacob far away to her brother’s house. (Labin) 
Before Jacob left his father, one of the last things Isaac instructs him is not to take a Canaanite wife. (Jacob actually takes four different wives and their children begin the 12 Tribes of Israel.)  Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin.  
When Esau hears that his father does not like Canaanite women, you know what he does; he goes out and gets himself a Canaanite wife.
Genesis 28:8-9 “Esau then realized how displeasing the Canaanite women were to his father Isaac; 9 so he went to Ishmael and married Mahalath, the sister of Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, in addition to the wives he already had.”  (FYI: the Ishmaelites are the people of Islam today. Can you see the greater picture for the future of the Middle East at the beginning of this two brother feud thousands of years ago? Jacob is the founder of Israel and his brother Esau has married into the family of Ishmale…the heritage of the Muslim faith.)

Holding a Grudge:  Let me tell you what is behind this story of Obadiah. It is about a man named Esau who couldn’t get over what happened to him. Have you ever noticed what happens to people who do not get over things? Have you ever met someone who couldn’t get over something? Have you noticed how not getting over something breeds a deep hatred for certain things, certain sins, or certain people? People, who haven’t gotten over their past, are always talking about their past. They just can’t get it off their minds. Esau couldn’t get it off his mind.  

Illustration: I have found that when we hold a grudge, we do it because we don’t want the other person to get off the hook. (So to speak.)  However, who is actually on the hook?  The man who has moved on?  Or the person still holding on? Of course, it’s the person still holding on!
Perpetual & Discord:  Do you remember when the prophet Ezekiel was prophesying to the Southern Kingdom while he is in exile after the temple in Jerusalem had burned? He also prophesied about Edom. Now, you have to remember that this is over a thousand years later! Ezekiel described the Edomites as having a perpetual hatred, a perpetual enmity. Where do you think they got that from? They got it from Esau. 
Because Esau couldn’t get over what happened to him with his brother, he continually talked about it, so his children continually hear, over and over again, what their uncle did to daddy. Soon, they talk about it to their grandchildren, who talks about it to their grandchildren, and so on and so forth. The next thing you know, we have a family feud. (A Hatfield’s & McCoy’s)  For generations, this thing never dies!  
 A family was torn apart because daddy couldn’t get over what had happened to him, and he just wouldn’t leave it alone. When Isaac died, those boys realized that the land wasn’t big enough for the both of them. So Esau goes into the mountain region of Seir, which used to be held by the Horites. The mountain range is about 100 miles long and 20 miles wide, and is southeast of Jerusalem. That is where Esau went. His descendants became known as Edomites because the word, Edom, means ‘red,’ so they called him Edom.  Generations of Unforgiveness  

Now watch this; Scripture is clear that if you have been forgiven, you forgive. Amen? Now let me give you the opposite of that. If Scripture teaches that the forgiven forgive, then it means if you don’t forgive, you haven’t been forgiven. I shudder when someone who believes they are a Christian will says, “I will never forgive them!” What you are really saying is “I am not a Christian.” I am not exaggerating. In Matthew chapter 6, when Jesus was speaking about the Lord’s Prayer, He taught that if you don’t forgive others of their sins against you, He would not forgive your sins against Him.  
Can you imagine generation after generation after generation of unforgiveness? It is ugly; it is nasty! You don’t want to be around it. That is what is happening in the book of Obadiah. Bible scholars aren’t sure if Obadiah is preaching to the Edomites or preaching to the Israelites, but I think he is preaching to the Israelites. I think he is telling the Israelites what is going to happen to their enemy the Edomites, their brother, because of the life they have been living for centuries.  
Pride of Edom:   Edom has a Heart problem. It is pride. When you read the first 9 verses, God is going to say to the Edomites through Obadiah, “yes, you fly the way the eagles fly and you have made your nest among the stars.” This may be a reference to the ancient city of Petra. That gorgeous city was built out of the mountains of Hor, Mount. Seir. The ruins of that city are beautiful! That was home to the descendants of Esau. (Nabatians) That mountain range was over 700 feet high. The people who descended from Esau went into that region and began to carve their homes out of the rocks. They literally lived above everyone else. They lived above their brother Jacob, and the next thing you know, there is pride in their hearts.  (I’ve been to Petra twice.  It is beautiful beyond compare.)  Petra is a natural fortress against its enemies because there was only one narrow passage into the city.  It was easy to defend from above, but throwing rock down upon its enemies. 
Pride:  Let me tell you what I think pride does; pride actually causes you to look down instead of looking up. (That is not good.)  Prideful people just have this attitude that they are self-made people, and they have risen to a place where they are living a little better, a little higher, than the rest of us. From their prospective, they are always looking down at everyone else. Now, maybe we can’t imagine that, but that is how the Edomites felt. The danger with pride is that you always look down and realize who you are above, but you never look up and realize who you are. You get a false sense of security if you are a prideful person. As a matter of fact, Proverbs 16:18 clearly teaches that “pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.” That proverb teaches that what flows from pride is a haughty spirit. We have a saying that says, “The bigger you are the harder you fall.” If we were to apply that saying to the book of Obadiah, it would be “the higher you are, the farther you fall.” 
The Edomites believed they were safe from their enemies because of where they lived and because of what they had built for themselves on Mount Seir. (The City of Petra)  God said, “I am going to bring you down.” The book of Obadiah is an open letter from God to all of the enemies, and the allies of Edom, that says, “I am going to rally you together and we are going to go up that narrow passage and we are going to bring Edom down!” The reason is because of the way Edom had treated Judah, (in other words, Jacob) his brother.  
I want to pause here at the end of the sermon to share something with you that the prophet Obadiah did not share.   Obadiah talks about the ruin and demise of the Edomites because of the pride and revenge of the people of Esau.   
But did you know that Esau actually forgave his brother Jacob for all his deceitfulness?  It was years later after both of them had many wife, children and success in life. In my opinion, it is one of the most beautiful scenes of forgiveness in the Bible.  We need to pick up in Genesis chapter 32 & 33.

Jacob was fearful to meet his brother Esau for fear of revenge.

Jacob was afraid:  Genesis: 32:7-8 “In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups,[c] and the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group,[d] the group[e] that is left may escape.”
Jacob sent gifts to Esau to go before him:  Genesis 32:17 “He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you belong to, and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?’ 18 then you are to say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.’ 19 He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the herds: “You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet him.”
Esau comes out to meet Jacob with 400 men.  (The Plot Thickens) Probably scaring Jacob and causing him to hide half of his family.  Genesis 33:1-3  “Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the female servants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he approached his brother.
Forgiveness and Restoration: Esau ran to embrace his brother Jacob and all was forgiven!  Genesis 33:4 “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept.”  Esau Ran…Did you catch that? Does this sound like the Prodigal Son reunion?  One verse in the Bible wiped away 40 years of deception, hurt, and separation between two brothers.  It ended with a hug and a kiss between the two of them. 

Question:  If Esau can forgive his brother Jacob for cheating him out of his birthright, and taking away his deserved blessing as the older twin brother, and turning his life upside down….(Pause)…can you forgive someone for the wrong they have done you?
What a great picture of reconciliation and letting go of the past.   Can this happen to you?  Yes, it can…but it is totally up to you.  God will give you strength to forgive and let go.   

As we close up the sermon, I want to ask you to learn from the 21 verses of the book of Obadiah.   Learn that harboring hate, anger and revenge will destroy your spirit.   Humility, Love and Obedience are the way for the successful Christian. 
Remember clearly that the Edomites as a nation disappeared from the face of the earth & history in the 6th century B.C., while the nation of Judah and Israel flourished, and is still alive today.   
Let’s Pray, Lord, may we learn from the prophecy of Obadiah.   May we be a people of obedience and righteousness to your word and will in our lives.  Amen.
Words of Wisdom: “If you begin a journey of revenge, start by digging two graves: one for your enemy, and one for yourself.”
Benediction: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)
